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K. B. .Ahoui the time that the foliffwin^ 

fpeech was writteny the town was much 

pejiered with Street Robbers; whoy in 

a barhafous manner y would feize on 

' gentlemen^ and take them into remote 

' cornersy and after' they had robbed 

them, would leave them bound and 

gagged^ It is remarkable, that this 

fpeech hadfo good an effeSty that theri 

have been very few robberies of that 

kind committed fijtce. 

The 

LAST SPEECH 

■AND 

D Y i N G WO R D S 

OF 

EB E N E Z ER E L L t sr Ny 

Who was executed the Second Day oiMay., 1722* 
PuhUftiedi at bis dejire, for the common good. 

I AM now going to fuffcr the juft 
punifhmcnt for my crimes, prefcrib- 
fd by thfe law of God and my country. 
•I know it is the conftant cuftom, that 
thofe who conie to this place ftiould have 
fptecbes made for them, and cried about 
. Vol. XI. ' B in 
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in their own hearing, as they are carried 
to execution ; and truly they are fuch 
fpeeches, that, although our fraternity 
be an ignorant illiterate people, they 
would make a man afhamed to have 
fuch nonfenfe and falfe Englijh charged 
upon him, even when he is going to the 
gallows. They contain a pretended ac- 
count of our birth and family, of the 
fad for which we are to die, of our 
iincere repentance, and a declaration of 
our religion. I cannot expert to avoid 
the fame treatment with niy prcdeceflbrs. 

However, having had an education one 
or two degrees better than thofe of my 
rank and profeffion; I have been con- 
fidering, ever lince my commitment^ 
what it might be proper for me to deli- 
ver upon this occafion. 

And firft, I cannot fay fiom the bot- 
tom of my heart, that I am truly forry 
for the offence I have given to God and 
the world ; but I am very much fo for 
the bad fuccefs of my villanies, in bring- 
ing me to this untimely end ; for it is 
plainly evident, that, after having.fome 
time ago obtained a pardon from the 

crown. 
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fcfown, I agaiti todk up my old trade ; 
my evil habits were fa rooted in mej 
and I was growfl (o ufifit for any othei* 
kind of employments And therefore, 
althbugh, iri compliancy with my friends^ 
I refolve to go to the gallows after the 
ufual manner, kneeling, with a book iri 
my hand, ahd. my eyes lift up 5 yet I 
ftiall feel nd m<5re devotion in my heart 
than I have obfetved in my comrades, 
who have been drunk among commoft 
whores the very night before their exe- 
cution. I cdii iky further, from my own 
knowledge, that two of my fraternity 
after they had been hanged, and won- 
derfully cdme to life, and made their 
efcapes, as it fometimes happens, proved 
afterwards the wickedeft rogues I ever 
knew, and fa continued i^ntil they wefc 
hanged again for good and all ; and yet 
they had the impudence at both times 
they went to the gallows to fmite their 
breafts, and lift up their eyes to heaven 
all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge I have 
of my own wicked difpofitions, and that 
of my comrades, I give it as my opi- 

B 2 nion. 
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Bion, that nothing can be more unfor- 
tunate to the publick, than the mercy of 
the government in ever pardoning or 
ttranfporting usj unlefs when we betray 
one another, as vi^e never fail to do, if 
we are fure to be well paid, and then a 
pardon may do good ; by the fame rule, 
Tlbaf it is better to have but one fox in a 
farm than three or four. But we gene- 
rally make a fliift to return after being 

. tranfported, and are ten times greater 
jogiies than before, and much more cun- 
ning. Befides, I know it by experience, 
that fome hope we have of finding mercy, 
when we are tried, or after we are con- 
demned, is always a great encouragement 
to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous 
to idle young fellows than the company 
of thofe odious common whores we fre^ 
quent, and of which this town is full t 
thefe wretches put us upon all mifchief 
.to feed their lufts and extravagancies : 
they are ten times more bloody and cruel 
• than men, their advice is always not to 
fpare if we are purfucd ; they get drunk 
with us, and are eommoa to us all; 

and 
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and yet, if they can get any thing by ir^ 
are fufe to be our betrayers. 

Now, as I am a dying man, fomethin^ 
I have done which may be of good ufe 
to the pubKck. Thave left with an ho- 
neft man (and indeed the only honeft 
man I was ever acquainted with) the 
name§ of all my wicked brethren, the 
prefent places of their abode, with a 
flrort account of the chief crimes they have 
committed ; in many of which ^ have 
been their accomplice, and heard the reft 
from their own mouths ; I have like-^ 
wife fet down the names of thofe we 
call our fetters, of the wicked houfes 
we frequent, and of thcfe who receive 
and buy our ftolen goods. I have fo- 
lemnly charged this honeft man, and have 
received his promife upon oath, that 
whenever he hears of any rogue to be 
tried for robbing, or houfe-breaking, he 
will look into his lift, and, if he finds the 
name there of the thief concerned, to 
fend the whole paper to the governmenf. 
Of this I here give my companions fair 
and public warning, and hope they will 
take it. 

B 3 . In 
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In the paper abovemeiitioned, which 
I left with my friend, I have alfo fet 
down the names of fevpral gentknien 
who have been robbed in Dublin l^ttcti 
for three years paft : J have told the cir- 
cumftances ofthofp robberies; andfliewa 
plainly that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the capfe of their 
misfortune. I have therefore defired 
ipy friend, that whenever any gentleman 
happens to be robbed in the ftreets, he 
will get that relgition printed and pub- 
iifhed, with the firfl letters of thofe gentler 
rneq's names, who by their own want of 
bravery are like to be the caufe of all 
the mifchief of that kind which may 
happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world without a 
ibort defcription of that kind of lif? 
which I have led foj" fome years paft ; 
and it is exactly the fame with the reft of 
our wicked brethren, 

Although w^ are generally fo corrupt- 
ed from our childhood as to have no 
fenfe of goodnefs ; yet fomething heavy 
always hangs about us, I know not vyhat 
it is, that We are n^i^er t?^(y till vve ^p 



EBENEZEk ELLifSTOi^, &z. y 
half drunk among our whores and corti- 
panions ; nor fleep found unlefs wc 
dritik longer than we can (land. If we 
go abroad in the day, a wife man would 
cafily find us to be rogues by our faces; 
we have fuch a fufpicious, fearful, and 
conftrained countenance ; often turning 
back, and (linking through narrow lanes 
iand alleys. I have never failed of know- 
ing a brother thief by his looks, though 
I never faw him before. Every man 
among us keeps his particular whore, 
Avho is however common to us all when' 
we have a mind to change. When we 
have got a booty, if it be in money, we 
divide it equally among our companions, 
and foon fquander it away on our vices 
in thofe houfes that receive us ; for the 
mafter and miftrefs, and the very tap(ler, 
go (hacks ; and be(ides make us pay 
triple reckonings. If our plunder be 
plate, watches, rings, fnuff-boxes, and 
the like ; we have cuftomers in all quar- 
ters of the town to take them off. I have 
^cen a tankard worth fifteen pounds fold 
to a fellow in — ftreet for twenty (hil- 
lings 5 and a gold watch^ for thirty. I 
i B 4 have 
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have fet down his name, and that of fei 
veral others in the paper aheady men- 
tioned. We have fetters watching in 
corners, and by dead walls, to give us 
notice when a gentleman goes by ; espe- 
cially if he be any thing in drink. I 
believe in my confcience, that if an ac^ 
count were made of a thoufand pounds 
in ftolen goods ; confidering the low 
rates we fell them at, the bribes we rriuft 
^ive for concealment, the extortions of 
ale-houfe reckonings, and other neceflary 
charges, there would not remain fifty 
pounds clear tct- be divided among the 
robbers. And out of this we muft find 
deaths for our whores, befides treating 
them from morning to night j who in 
requital reward us with nothing but 
treachery and the pox. For when our 
money is gone, they are every moment 
threatening to inform againft us, if we 
will not go out and look for more. If 
any thing in this world be like hell, as I 
have heard it defcribed by our clergy, the 
tT-ueft pid^re of it muft be in the back- 
room of one of our ale-houfes at midnight ^ 
where a crew qf robbers and their 

whpres 
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wboref are met together after a booty, 
and are bfegiqning to grow drunk ; from 
which pmf, until , they are pafl: their 
fenfes, is fuch a continued horrible noife 
of curling, : blafphemy, lewdnefs, Icurri- 
lity, and.brutifh behaviour, fuch roaring 
and confufion, fuch a clutter of mugs 
and pots at .each other's heads ; that 
Bedlam^ in comparifon, ia a fober and 
orderly placse. At laft they all tumble 
frc«n thqir ftools and benches, and fleep 
away the reft of the night ; and generally 
the landlord or his wife, or fome other 
whore who has a ftronger head than the 
reft, picks' their pockets before they 
wake. The misfortune is, that we caa 
never be eaiy till we are drunk ; and bur 
drunkennefs conftantly expofes us to be 
more eafily betrayed and taken. 

This is a fhort pidure of the life I 
have led ; which is more miferable than 
that of the pooreft labourer who. works 
for four pence a day ; and yet cuftom is 
fo ftrong, that I am confident, if I could 
make my efcape at the foot of the gal- 
lows, I fhould be following the fame 
courle this very evening. So that, upon 
- ' the 
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the whole, we ought to be looked apon 
as the common enemies of mankind; 
whofe intereft iris to root us out like 
wolves and other mifchievous vermin, 
againft which no fair play is required. 

If I have done fervice to men in what 
I have faid, I (hall hope I have done fer- 
vice to God ; and that will be better 
than a filly fpeech made for ihe, full of 
whining and canting, which I utterly 
defpife, and have never been ufed to ; 
yet fuch a one I expeft to have my ears 
tormented with, as I am paffing along the 
ftreets. 

Good peoplci fare ye well ; bad as I 
^m, I leave many worfe behind me. I 
hope you fhall fee me die like a man the 
dsath of a dog. 

E. E. 
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IT may . be faid, without offence to 
other ciiies oi much greater confe- 
quence to the world, that our town of 



the 
the 
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'. * The Intelggencerw^s a 
weekly paper undertaken by 
the Dean arid Doiior Shert* 
4an in 1728, of ^hich no 
more than twenty numbers 
were ever pubH(bed. The 
i. iii. V. yii. ix. feme, verfes 
In the viii. ah^ at the end 
of the X.. the xv. and 
xix. were written by 
Dean. The v. and vii. 
put together a|id printed as, 
they were publifhed by Mr. 
Pope in the Fourth volume of 
their mifcellanies^ iinder the 
title of Jn EJfay on the Fates 
of Clergymen. The poetry 
in the viii. is the dialogue 
between mad Mullineux and 
Timothy^ which is printed, as 
it was alfo claiTed by Mr. 
Pope^ in vol. vi. The ix. 
be intitled an effay on mo- 
dern education, and by that 
name it will be found in 
vol. iv. the verfes at the end 
of the X. called 77;7i and the 
Fables, are printed in vol. 
vii. The XV. is a pamphlet 
which Dr. Sheridan^ having 
Vviitten a fl^ort juitrodufkioDj 



took into the Intelligencer 
merely to fave the labour of 
writing a paper. It is printed 
in volume x. and intituled^ 
jI Jhort view of the Jiate of 
Ireland. N^ xix. is alfo a 
Xi^&, which has been before 
publibed by'itfelf, and was 
taken into the Intelligencer 
for the fame reafon as the 
former. The Dean and the 
Do^of fpon became weary of 
a periodical work, in which 
they were difappointed of af- 
Aftance; the pric;e was but 
one halfpenny ; and fo fevir 
were fold» that the printer 
could not afford to engage a 
young man of proper qualifi- 
cations to work up fuch hints 
as fhould be fent him, of 
which there were enough, 
and which the undertakers 
hoped thus to communicate 
with lefs labour to the pub- 
lick. The Intelligencers were 
collefted into a volume, and 
reprinted in England in 1 730. 
See letter Ixi. Pope's works^ 
vol ix. 

DuhUn 
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Dublin doth not want its due proportion 
o^ folly and viccy both native and import- 
ed ; and as to thofe imported, we have 
the advantage to receive them laft, and 
confequently, after bur happy manner, to 
improve and refine upon them. 

But, becaufe there are many effe6ts of 
folly and vice among us, whereof fome 
are general^ others confined to fmaller 
numbers, and others again perhaps to a 
kw individuals ; there is a fociety lately 
eftablifhed, who at great expence have 
ereiSled an ofjice of intelligence^ from 
which they are to receive weekly informa- 
tion of all important events and fingu^ 
Jaritiesy which this famous metropolis 
can furnifli. Strrft injundiohs are given 
to have the trueft information ; in order 
to which, certain qualified perfons are 
^ employed to attend upon duty in their 
^ feve'ral pods ; fome at the play-houfe^ o- 
thers in churches, fome at hallsy affem- 
bliesy coffee-houfesy and meetings for qua- 
drille ; fome at the feveral courts of ju- 
flice, hoiV fpiritual and temporal i fome 
at the college, fpme upon my lord mayor 
and aldermen in their public affairs ; 
• 5 la%, 
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laftly, fome to converfe with favourite 
chamber-maids, and to frequent thofe 
alerhoufes and brandy-Jhops where the 
footmen of great families meet in 4 
morning ; only the * Barracks and Par-^ 
liament-Houfe are excepted; becaufe 
we have yet found no f Enfans perdus 
bold enough to venture their perfbns at 
either. Out of thefe and fome other 
fiore-houfes^ we hope to gather materials 
enough to inform^ or divert^ or correSi^ 
or vex the town. 

But as f(^Sy paffagesy and adventures 
of all kinds are like to have the greateft 
ihare in oiir paper ^ whereof we cannot 
always anfwer for the truth; due care 
(hall be taken to have them applied to 
feigned names, whereby all juft offence 
will be removed ; for if none be guilty, 
none will have caufe to blufli or be an- 
gry ; if otherwife, then the guilty per- 
fon . is &fe for the future upon his prefent 
amendment, and fafe for the prefent 
from all but his onion confcience. 

There is another rcfolution taken a- 
mong us, which I fear will give a greater 

* BarrackSf Buildings for hope. See preface to the bi- 

.< ;^e lodgment of foidiers. ihop of Sarttms Introdufiion, 

t Enfans ferdut. Forlorn vol. IX. and 
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and more general difcontent, and is of 
fo lingular a nature that I have hardly 
confidence enough to mention it, al- 
though it be abfolutely neceflary by way 
of apology fory^ bold and unpopular an 
attempt. But fo it is, that we have 
taken a,defperate counfel, to produce into 
the world every diftinguiflied adion ei- 
ther of jujlice, prudence^ generofity^ cha-^ 
riiji friendjhipy or public fpirit, which 
comes well attefted to us. And al- 
though we (hall neither here be fo darl- 
ing as to* afllgn names, yet tve fhall 
hardly forbear to give fome hints, that 
perhaps, to the great difpleafure of fuch 
deferving perfons, may endanger a difco- 
very. For we think that even virtue it- 
felf fliould fubmit to fuch a mortifica- 
tiortf as by its vifibility and example 
will render it more ufeful to the world. 
But however, the readers of thefe papers 
need not be in pain of being overcharged 
with, fo dull and ungrateful a fubjed. 
And yet who knows, but fuch an oc- 
-cafiori may be offered to us once in a 
year or two, after we have fettled a cor- 
refpondence round the kingdom f 

But 
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But, after all our boaft of maUrials 
fent us by our feveral emjfaries^ we may 
probably foon fall fbort, if the town will 
not'be pleafed to lend us further aillft- 
ance towards entertaining itfelf. The 
world beft knows its own faults and vir" 
tidesy and whatever is fent fliall be faith- 
fully returned back, only a little em- 
bellished according to the cuilom of Au- 
thors. We do therefore demand and 
exp^ continual advertifements in great 
numbers tp be fent to the Printer of 
this Papery who hath employed a judi- 
cious fecretary to colled fuch as may be 
xnoft ufeful for the Public, 

And although we do not intend to 
expofe our own perfons by mentioning 
liames, yet we are fo far from requiring 
the fame caution in our correfpondentSy 
that oil the contrary we exprefsly chargt 
2sA command them, in all the fa£i:s they 
fend us, to fet down the names, titles, 
and places of abode at length; together 
with a very particular defcription of the 
perfonSy dreffesy ^ijpofitions of the feveral 
krdsy ladksy Yquiresy madams, larjoyersy 
gameftersy toupeesy fits, witSy rakes, and 

infor^ 
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informers^ whom they fliall have occafion 
to mention ; otherwife it will not be poP 
£hle for us to adjuft our ftyle to the dif- 
ferent qualities and capacities of the per- 
ibns concerned, and treat them with the 
refpeSi or familiarity that may be due 
to iht\x Jiations and charaEiers^ which we 
are determined to obferve with the ut- 
mofl ftriflnefs, that none may have caufe 
to complain. 

NUMBER III. 

Ipfe per omnes 
Ibh perfonasyet turbgm reddet in unam, . 

THE players having now almoft 
done with the comedy called the 
Beggar s Opera for the feafon; it may 
h^ no unpleafant /peculation, to refle<^ 
a little upon this dramatic piece, fb 
fingular in the fubjed and manner, fo 
much an original, and which hath fre-r 
quently given fo very agreeable an enter- 
tjunment *. 

• * See Letters to and from Doi^or Swift, printed at the end 
.«f Mr. />«/#'; Works, 

Although 
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Although an evil tafte be very apt to 
prevail, both here and in London ; yet 
there is a point, which whoever can right- 
ly touch will never fail of pleafing a very 
great majority; fogreat» that the diflikerft 
out of dulnefs or afie6tation will ht 
filenty and forced to fall iti with the 
herd: The point I mean, is what we 
call humour \ whi<:h, in its perfe^ion, is 
allowed.to.be much preferable to wiiy 
if it be not rather the moft ufeful and 
agreeable ipecies of it. 

I agree with Sir JVilliam Temple^ that 
the woid is peculiar to our Englijh tongue ; 
but I differ from him in the opinion, that 
the thing itfelf is peculiar to the Englijb 
nation^ becaufe the contrary may be found 
in many Spanijbi Italian^ and French 
produdions: and particularly, whoever 
Jiath a tafte for true humour will find an. 
hundred inftances of it in thofe volumes 
printed in France under the name of 
Le Theatre Italien\ to fay nothing of 
Rabelais^ Cervantes^ and many others. • 

Now I take the comedy, or farce (or 
whatever name the critkh will allow it), 
called the Beggar s Opera, to excel in 

Vol, XL C this 
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this article of humour y and upon that 
merit to have met with fuch prodigious 
fuccefs, both here and in England. 

As to poetry^ eloquence^ and mufick^ 
which are faid to have moft power over 
the minds of men; it is certain that 
very few have a tajle ox judgment of the 
excellencies of the two former; and if a 
man fucceed in either, it is upon the au- 
thority of thofe feii) judges^ that lend 
their tafie to the bulk of readers, who 
have none of their own. * I am told there 
are as few good judges in mufick ; and 
that among thofe who crowd the operas^ 
nine in ten go thither merely out of r«- 
riofity y fajh'ion^ ox affeSiation. 

But a tafie for humour is in fome man- 
ner fixed to the very nature of man, and 
generally obvious to the vulgar : except 
upon fubjeds too refined, and fuperior 
to their underftanding. . 

And, as this tafie of humour is pure- 
' ly natural, fo is humour itfelf ; neither 
is it a talent confined to men of mt or 
•learnings for we obferve it fometimes 
among common fervants, and the mean- 
eft of -the people, while the very owners 
... 4 ..are 
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are often ignorant of the gift they pof- 
fefs. ■ 

I know very well, that this happy ta-- 
lent is contemptibly treated by criticks^ 
under the name of Imio humoury or l(m 
comedy \ but I know like wife that the 
Spaniards and ItalianSy who are allowed 
to have the moft wit of any nations ia 
Europe^ do moft excel in it, and do moft 
efteem it. 

By what difppfition of the mind, what 
influence of the ftars, or what fituation: 
of the clitnatey this endowment is be-, 
flowed upon mankind, may be a queftion 
fit for philofophers to difcufs. It is cer- 
tainly the beft ingredient towards that 
kind of fatire, which is moft ufeful and 
gives the leaft . offence ; which, inftead 
of ladling, laughs men 6ut of their fol- 
lies and vices; and is the charader 
that gives Horace the preference to Ju- 
venal. 

And, although* . fome things are too 
ferious,, folemn, or facred; to be turned 
into ridicule, yet the abufes of them ar© 
certainly not; ftnce it is^^allowed that 
coripptions in religiony pol'akksy and /ira', 

C 2 may 
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maybe proper topicks for this kind, of 
Jatire, 

There are two ends that men pro- 
pofe in writing fatire : one of them lefs 
noble than the other, as regarding no- 
thing further than the private fatisfadion 
and pleafure of the writer ; but without 
any view towards ferfmal malice: the 
ether is z. puMk fpirity prompting men 
a^gemus and virtue to mend the world as 
far as they are able. And as both thefe 
ends are innocent, fo the latter is highly 
commendable. With regard to the for- 
mer I demand, whether I have not as 
good, a title to laugh as men have to be 
ridiculous ; and to expofe vice, as ano> 
ther hath to be vicious. If I ridicule the 
follies and corruptions of a C4>urty a.mi- 
nipryy or a fenatey are they not amply 
ipiakAhj penfionsy titles y and power y while 
I exped and defire no other reward 
than that of laughing with a few friends 
in a corner ? yet, if thofe who take of- 
fence think me in the wrong, I am ready 
to change the fcene with them whenever 
they pleafe. 

But, 
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. But, if my defign be to make man- 
kind/ better, then I think it is my duty ; 
at leaft, I am fure it is the iotereft of 
thofe very courts and minijlers whofe 
fpllies or vices I ridicule, to reward me 
for my good intentions : for, if it be 
reckoned a high point of wifdom to get 
the laughers on our fide ; it is much more 
eafy, as well as wife, to get thofe on our 
fide who can make millions laugh when 
they pleafe. 

My reafon for mentioning «wr/jand 
minifiers (whom 1 never think on but with 
the moft profound vemration)^ is, becaufe 
an opinion obtains, that in the 5^^i7r j 
Opera there appears to be fome reflexion 
upon courtiers and jlatefmen^ whereof I 
am by no means a judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr. Gay, the 
author of this piece, hath been fomewhat 
fiogular in the courfe of his fortunes ; for 
it hath happened that, after fourteen years 
attending the courts with a large flock 
of real merit, a modeft and agreeable 
converfation, a hundred promifes^ and 
jive hundred friends^ he hath failed of 
preferment; and upon a very weighty 
reafon. He lay under the fufpicion of 

C 3 having 
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havin^.written a libel, or lampoon againft 
a great * minifter. It is true, that great 
minifttT was demonftratively convinced, 
and publicly owned his conv (Stion, that 
Mn Gay was not the author ; but having 
lain under the fufpicion, it feemed very 
juft that he (houW fuffer rhe punifhment ; 
becaufe, in this moft reformed age, the 
virtues of a prime minifter are no more 
to be fafptded than the chaftity of Ck- 
Jars wife. 

It muft be allowed, that the Beggars 
'Opera is not the firft of Mr. Gay's works, 
wherein he hath been iauhy with regard 
to courtiers and fatefmen. For to omit 
his other pieces j even in his fables, pub- 
•Jifhed within two years part, and dedica- 
ted to the duke of Cumberland, for 
'which he was prom ifed a reward, he hath 
been thought fo'mewhat too bold upon 
the courtiers. And although it be highly 
probable he m>eant only the courtiers of 
former times, yet he adcd unwarily, by 
not confideriyg that the malignity of fome 
people might mifinterpret what he faid 
to the difadvantage of prefent perjons and 
affairs* 

f Sir Robtrt JValfok. . gyj 
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• But I have now done with Mr. Gajya.s 
^ politician; and fhall confider him 
henceforward only as author of the Beg- 
gars Opera, wherein he hath, by a turn 
o£ humour entirely new, placed vices of 
all kinds in the Arongeft and moft odious 
light ; and thereby done eminent fervice 
both to religion and morality* 1 his ap- 
pears from the unparalleled fuccefs he 
hath met with. All ranks, parties, and 
denominations of men either crowding to 
fee his opera, or reading it with delight 
in their clofets; even mihifters of flate, 
"whom he is thought to have moft of- 
fended (next to thofe whom the adors 
reprefent), appearing frequently at • the 
jbeatre, from a confcioufnefs of their own 
'innocence, and to convince the world how 
unjuft a parallel, malice, erwyy and difaf- 

yeBion to the government have made. 

• I am affured that feveral worthy clergy- 
men in this aVy went privately to fee the 
Beggar s Opera reprefented j and that 
the fleering coxcombs^ in the pit amufed 
themfelves with making difcoveries, and 
fpreading the names of thofe geptlemen 
round the audience, 

C 4 I (hall 
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I {hall not pretend to vindicate a der^ 
g^jarty who would appear openly in his 
habit at a theatre with fuch a vicious 
crew as might probably jftand round him, 
at fuch xomedies and profane tragedies as 
are often reprefented. Betides, I know 
very wellj that perfbns of their fundion 
are bound to avoid thb appearance of evil) 
or of giving caufe of of&nce. But when 
the krds cbanceUors^ who are keepers of 
- the king's confcience ; when the judges 
of the land, whofe title is reu)erefid\ 
when ladiesy who are bound by the rules 
of their fek to the ftrideft decency, appear 
in the theatre without cenfure; I cannot 
underftand, why a young clergyman^ 
who domes concealed out of curiofity to 
fee ^n innocent and moral play^ ihould 
faefo highly: C(Midemned : nor do I much 
approve the rigour of a great prelate, who 
faid, he hoped none of his clergy were 
•there, I am glad to hear there are no 
weightier objedi(m& againft that reverend 
body planttti in this: city, and I wifb 
there neycr may. But I fhould be very 
forry that aiiy of them ihoujd be fo weak, 
as tu imitate a court-chaplain in £iigs.ak9, 
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who preached againft the Beggars Opera^ 
which will probably (jo more good than 
a thoufand fermons of fb ftupid, fo inju- 
dicious, and (o proftitute a divine. 

In this happy performance of Mr. Gay's ^ 
all the charadiers are juft, and none of 
them carried beyond nature, or hardly 
beyond pradice. It discovers the whole 
fyftem of that common- wealth, or that 
inperium in imperio of iniquity, eftabliHi- 
ed among us, by which neither our lives 
nor our properties are fecure, cit^rtr in 
the high- ways, or in public aflemblies, 
or even in our own houfes. It fhews the 
miferable lives, and the conftant fate, of 
thofe abandoned wretches :. for how little 
they fell their lives and fouls ; betrayed by 
their whores^ their comrades^ and the r^- 
ceivers and purebafers of thofe thefts and 
robberies. This comedy contains likewif^ 
Q^fatire^ which, without enquiring whe- 
ther it affeds the prefent age, may pof* 
Hbly be ufeful in tjmes tp come ; I mean, 
where the author takes the occafion of 
comparing thofe common rql^bers of the 
publick, and their fcveral ftratagems of 
betray ingt undermining, and hanging 

each 
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each other, to the feveral arts of politi- 
cians in times of corruption. 

This > comedy lilcewife expofeth, with 
great juftice, that unnatural taftefor*/^/*- 
Udn mufick among us, which is wholly 
anfuitable to our northern climate and 
the genius of the people, whereby we are 
over-run with Italian effeminacy and Ita- 
• iian nonfenfe. An old gentleman faid to 
me, that many years ago, when the prac- 
tice of an unnatural vice' grew frequent 
in London^ and many were profecuted for 
it, he was fure it would be the fore-run- 
ner of Italian opera's and fingers ; and 
then we fliould want nothing but ftab- 
bing, or poifoning, to make us perfect 
Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judg- 
ment, that nothing but fervile attachment 
to a party, affedation of fingularity, la- 
mentable dulnefs, miftaken zeal, or ftu- 
died hypocrily, can have the leaft reafon- 
able objedion againft this excellent moral 
performance of the celebrated Hv. Gay, 
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NUMBER XIX. 

Havings on the 1 2th of Odober loft, re- 
ceived a letter i fig^^d Andrew Dealer, 
and Patrick Pcnnyltfs, / believe the. 
jollowing Paper, jujl come to my hands, 
will be ajufficient anfwer to it. 

Sic vos non vobis vellera fertis^ ffues, 

N. B. In the follmtng difcourfe /;5^ author 
ferfonates a country gentleman in the 
north of Ireland. And this letter is 
fuppofed as direSled to the Drapier. 

Sir, 

IA M a country gentleman, and a metn- 
ber o{ parliament y with an eft ate of a- 
bout 1400/. a year; which, as a northern 
landlord, I receive from above two hun- 
dred tenants : and my lands having been 
let near twenty years ago, the rents, 
until very lately, were efteemed to be 
not above half value ; yety by the intole- 
rable fcarcity of filvery I lie under the 
greateft difficulties in receiving them, as 

well 
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well as in paying my labourers, or buying 
any thing neceflary for my family from 
tradefmen^ who are not able to be long 
out of their momy. But the fufferings of 
me, and thofe of my rank, are trifles inf 
comparifon .of what the meaner fort un^ 
dergo ; fuch as the bikers and fellers at 
fairs and markets : the fhopkeepers in 
every tmm ; and farmers in general ; all 
thofe who travel with fijb, poultry^ ped- 
lary-ware^ and other conveniencies to 
fell : but more efpecially handicraft s-ment 
who work for us by the day; and com- 
mon labourers, whom I have already men- 
tioned. Both thefe kind of people I am 
forced to employ until their wages ,a- 
mount to a double piftole^ or a moidore 
(for we hardly have any gold of lower va- 
lue left us), to divide it among themfelves 
fis they can : and this is generally done at 
^n ale-boufe^ or brandy fhop; where, be- 
iides" the coft of getting drunk (which is 
ufually the cafe), they mufl ^zy ten pence 
or 2, frilling for changing their piece into 
fiher to forpc huckflering fellowy who 
follows that trade. But, what is infinitely 
worfe, thofe ppw tne^> for want cf due 

payment, 
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payment, are forced to take up their eat- 
meal and other necef!aries of life at aU 
moft double value; and confcquently 
are not able to difcharge half their fcore, 
efpecially under the fcarcenefs o£ corn for 
two years paft, and the mehnchdiy dif* 
appointment of the prefent (:rop. 

The caufes of this, and a thouiand oi^ 
ther evil$, are clear and manifeft to you 
and all thinking men, although hidden 
from the vulgar : thefe indeed complain 
of hard times, the dearth of corn, the 
want of money, the bddnefs of feafons j 
that their goods bear no price, and the 
poor cannot find work i- but; their weak 
reafonings never carry them to the hatred 
and contempt borne us by our neighbours 
end brethren without the lead grounds 
of provocation, who rejoice at our fuf- 
ferings, although fometimes to their own 
difadvantage. They confidcr not the dead 
weight upon every beneficial branch of 
jour trade; that half our revenues are an- 
nually fent to England\ with many other 
grievances peculiar to this unhappy king- 
dom ; which keeps us ffom enjoying th^ 
jpommon benefits of mankind ; as you 
4 a,nd 
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and fome other lovers of their country 
have To often obferVed, with fuch good 
inclinations, and fo little cfFeift. 

It is true indeed, that, under our cir- 
cumftances in general, this complaint for 
the want of ^/v^ may appear as ridi- 
culous, as for a man to be impatient about 
a cut finger, when he is ftruck with the 
plague : and yet a poor fellow going to 
the gallows may be allowed to feel th^ 
fmart'of we^ps^ while he is upon, Tyburn* 
Bmd.. This misfortune is fo urging and 
vexatious in eviery kind .of fmall traffick, 
and fo hourly pr effing upon all p^rfons in 
the country whatfocver, that a hundred 
inconveniencies of perhaps greater mo^ 
naent in themfelves have been tamely 
fubmitted to with far lefs difquietude and 
murmurs. And the cafe feems yet the 
harder, if it be true, what many fkilful 
mwi aflert, that nothing is more eafy than 
a remedy ; and, that the^want of filvers 
in proportion to tjje little ^<?/i/ remaining 
among us, is altogether as unneccflary a; 
it is convenient. A perfdn of diftin^ion 
•affured me very lately, -that, in dif- 

co\ir{iqg 
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urfing with the * lord lieutenant be- 
« his laft return. to jB«^/<7W, his ex" 
lency faid, He hadprejfed the matter 
en, in proper time and place^ and., to 
oper per/ons 5 and could: not fee any (^r 
'dty of the leaf moment^ that jiould prfi- 
nt us from .being, made eafy upon tMi 
tide. ■■■■'■■■■):..•.■■ { ■ 

Whoever carries to England .twenty 
'cn Engji/h fhiUingSj-.and brings back 
e moidare^oi full weight, is a gainer-pf 
ne pence Irijh : In ra guinea, the. ad- 
ntage is three pence ;. and two. pence 
a pfjlole. -The Bankers, who^atfe, ge- 
rally mafters of all oMtgold and f her, 
th this, advantage, . have. fent over as 
uch of the latter as came into , their 
nds. The value, of .one thoufawl moi^ 
res mf^er would thus, amount in clear 
ofit to 37/. 101, . Xhe Jhopke^rs^ 
d other .traders, who go to London to 
y goods, followed the fame pradlice; . 

which: we have. been driven into this 
fapportable diftrefs. . , , 

To a common thinker it fliould feem, 
at nothing would be more eaf)^ than 

* The Lord C«r/«rrf. •♦ 

for 
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for the gaverwmnt to redrds this evil, at 
any time tbey ihallpleaie. When t&e va-< 
lue oi guineas was lowered in Engiand 
from 2 1 J. arid 6d* to on}y 2i%r. the con« 
fequences to diis kingdom were obvious, 
and manifeft to us all : and a fober man 
tnay be allowed at leaftto wojnder^ al* 
though he dare not complain, why a^rtew 
regulation oicoin among us was not Hien 
made ; much more, why it liath neveir 
been fince. It would furely require no reiy 
-profound ikill in algebra to reduce the 
diiSerence q£ mna fence'm thirty JbillingSy 
or three penoe in a guima to lefs' than a 
farthing ; and fo fmall a ^a^ion coiild 
be no temptation either to bankers to 
hazard their Jiher at fea, or tradefmen 
to load themfelv^es with it in their jour- 
. nies to England. In my hamble opinion 
it would be no unfeafbnable oondefi:en- 
fion, if the government would gracioufly 
ple^fe to fignify to the poor loyal Pro- 
iejiant fubjeSts of Ireland^ either that 
this miferable want oi Jiher is not pc^ 
jfible to be remedied in any degree by the 
4iiceft fkill in ariihmetick ; or elfe, that it 
doth not ftaod with the good pleafure of 

England^ 
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JE.ngland to ixi^ti ^w^ fiiixr at all aiupng 
ijs; III the foi tjier cafe, if woald b^ iupkI^ 
oefs to expc<St inipoillbUities ; and in the 
oth^ri we muft fubmit : for Hves and for- 
tuiqies are silways at the roercy of theG^N^ 
^Ei»o*k 

Th^ quielftion hath been often pu,t in 
frlnttd papers, by the Drapier a^d 0- 
there, or perhaps, by the fame WiR iter 
yiider dilFcrenc ftyles, why this kingdom 
ibould fioC be perrtiitted to have a ^»»^ 
. (of its own for the. coinage olgoldy Jfhery 
^d f^ffi which is a power exercifed 
by jtnftiiy ^5^<^, and every petty prince, in 
Qerm(^f But this qutftion hath nether 
bem iSit^wer^d ; hc^ the leafl: appHcation, 
thjkt 1 have heard of) made to the cromi 
iti^m hence for the grant of a public 
ffmt'^ although it ftands upon record, 
that feveral citie# and corporations here 
had the libo'ty <^ coining Jiher* I can 
l^no teafons, why we alone of all nations 
are thus reftrained, but, fuch as I dare 
not mention: only thus far I may ven- 
ture, that Ireland is the firft imperial 
kingdom fince Nimrod, which ever want- 
.ed power to coin their own mcmey. 

Vol. XL' D I know 
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I know very well, that in England it 

is lawful for any fubjedt to petition either 

the prince or the parliament^ provided it 

be done in a dutiful and regular manner : 

but what is lawful for a fubje<a of Ire" 

land^ I profefs I cannot determine : nor 

will undertake that the printer fhall not 

be profecuted in a court of jufiice for 

publifhing my mjhes^ that a poor fliop- 

keeper might be able to change a guinea 

or a moidore^ when a cuftomer comes^for 

a crowns worth of goods. I have known, 

lefs crimes punifihed with the utmoft fe- 

verity, under the title of difaffeBion» And 

I cannot but approve the wifdom of the 

ancients y who, after AJlrea had fled from 

the earth, at leaft took care to provide 

three upright judges for hell. Mens ears 

. among us are indeed grown fo nice^ that 

whoever happens to think out of fafhion, 

in what relates to the welfare of this 

kingdom, dare not fo much as complain 

of the tooth-achy left our weak and bufy 

dabblers in politicks ihould be ready to 

fwear againft him for difaffeSiion. 

There was a method pradifed by Sir 
Ambr(fe Crawley^ the great dealer in 

iron- 
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iron-^orksy which I wonder the gentle- 
men of ouE countiy under this great exi- 
gence have not thpt^ghc iit to imitate. In 
th^- (everal towns .and villages where he 
dealt, and- many miles round, he gave 
notes inftead ,-of momy (from two pence to 

■ twenty.' JhiiUngs)y wiiich pafled current in 
all {hops and markets, as well as in houfes, 
wjiere meat or drink was fold. I fee no 
reafon, why the like pradice may not be 
introduced among, us with fome degree 
of fucccfs ; or at leaft may not ferve as a 
poor expedient in, this our blejfed age of 
papery which, as it difchargeth all our 
greateft payments, may be equally ufeful 
in the fmaller,. and may ju ft keep us a- 

Jive, until an Englijh aEi of parliament 

Jhall forbid it. 

I have been told, that among fome of 

-our pooreft American colonies upon the 

. continent, tlie people enjoy the liberty of 

.cutting, the little money among them into 
halves and q.uarters, for the conveniencies 
of fmall traffick. How happy ftiould we 
be, in comparilbn of our prefent candi- 

.tion, if the like privilege were granted to 

D 2 us 
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us of employing the flieers, for want 
of a mi?tt^ upon" our foreign gold^ by clip- 
ping it into half -cr owns t TixA fhillingz^ and 
even lower denominations ; for beggars 
iiiufl be content to live upon fcraps ; and 
it would be our felicity, that thefe fcraps 
could never be exported to other' countries 
while any thing letter was left. 

If neither of thefe projeds will avail, I 
fee nothing left us but to truck and bar- 
ter our goods, like the mid Indians^ with 
each other, or with our too powerful 
neighbours ; only with this difadvantage 
on our fide, that the Indians enjoy the 
produd of their own land; wheitas the 
better half of ours is fent away, without 
fo much as a recompence in bugles or gtafs 
in return. 

It muft heeds be, a very comfortable 
circumftance in the prefent juntEturc, 
that feme thoufand families are gone, are 
going, or preparing to go from hence, 
and fettle themfelves in America: the 
jpoorer fort for want of work ; the far- 
mers, whofe beneficial bargains are now 
become a rack-rent top hard to be borne, 

and 
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and thofe who have any ready money y or 
can purchafe any by the fale of their 
goods or leafes^ becaufe they find their 
-fortunes hourly decaying, that their goods 
tvill bear no price, and that few pr none 
have any money to buy the very neceflaries 
of life, are haftening to follow their de- 
parted neighbours. It is true, corn amohg 
us carries a very high price ; but it is for 
the fame reafon, that rats and cats an4 
dead horfes have been often bought fo? 
gold in a town befieged. 

There is a perfbn of quality in my 
neighbourhood, who twenty years ago, 
when he was juft come to age, being un- 
experienced and of a generous temper, 
Jet his lands, even as times went then, at 
alow rate to able tenants; and confe- 
-queqtly, by the rife of land fince that 
time, looked upon his eftate to be fet at 
half value : but numbers of thefe tenants 
or their descendants are now offering to 
fell their leafes by cant *, even thofe 
which were for lives, fomeof them re- 
newable for ever, and fome fee-farms, 

* Cant or au£l!on. 

D 3 ' which 
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which the landlord himfelf hath bought- 
in at half the price they would have yield- 
ed feven years ago. And fome leafes let 
at the fame time for lives have been given; 
up to him without any confideration at 
all. 

This is the moft favourable face of all 
things at prefent among us; I fay, a- 
itiong us of the North, who are efteemed 
the only thriving people of the kingdom. 
And how far, and how foon, this mifery 
and defolation may fpread, is ealy to fore- 
fee. 

The vaft fums of money daily carried 
off by our numerous adventurers to Ame^ 
rica have deprived us of our gold in theie 
parts, almoft as much as of our Jilver^ 
And the good wives, who come to our 
houfes, offer us their pieces of linen, up- 
on which their whole dependance lies^ 
for fo little profit, that it can neither 
half pay their rents, nor half fupport their 
families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthufiafm 
fpread among our Northern people, of 
fheltering themfelves in the continent of 
America^ hath no other foundation than 

their 
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their prefeat infuppoftable condition at 
home. J have made, all poiHble enquiries 
to learn what encouragement our peo- 
ple have met - with* by any intelligence' 
from thofe plantations, srufficient to make 
them undertake fo tedious and hazardous 
a voyage, in all feafons of the year, and 
fo- ill accommodated in their fhips, that 
many of them have died miierably in- 
their paflage, but could never get one fa-- 
tisfadory anfwer. Somebody, they know 
not who, had written a letter to his friend 
or coufin from thence, inviting' him by 
all means to come over; that it was a 
fine fruitful country, and to be held for 
ever at a penn^ an acre. Bqt the truth of 
the fad is this : the Englijh eftablifhed 
in thofe colonies are in great want of 
men to inhabit that tradt of ground, 
which lies between them and the mid 
Indians^ who are not reduced under their 
dominion. We read of ibme barbarous 
people, whom the Romans placed in their 
army for no other fervice than to blunt 
|heir enemies fwords, and afterwards t^ 
fill up trenches with their dead bodies. 
P^Hf^ thus our people, who tranfpo^t them- 

P ^ ielves. 



felyes, are fettled in thofe interjacent tradls, 
as a fcr^eh- againft the infults of the Jo- 
Kjag^s J and may have as much lands aa 
they can- clear from the woods at a very 
rtafortabfe rate, if they can affofd to pay 
abotit a hundred years purchafe by theiir 
labour. Now, betides the foxs rtafon *, 
which inclines all thofe who haVt? already 
Ventured thither to reprefent every thing 
in a falfe light, as well for juftifying 
Aeir ovt^n condud, as for getting compa* 
il^ions in their mifery, the governing pro- 
file in thofe plantations have alio wifely 
|)rovided, that no letters (halt be fuffered 
fo pafi from thence hither, without being 
firft viewed by the council; by i^hich 
6ur people here are wholly deceived in the 
opinions they have of the happy condi- 
tion of their friends gone btfore them. 
This was accidentally difcovered ibtiie 
tnonths ago by an hoheft man, wJicS 
liaving tranfported himfelf and fefliily 
'thither, and finding all things dinedly 
Hconttafy to his hope, had the luck to 
«briVey a private note by a faithful hand 

. 1 i^. The fox who«.having loft biSi tail} would have perfu^lcled 
the reft to cut off theirs. . ' - 

* r' to 
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to his relation here, entreatbg him not* 
to ,think of fvtch a voyage, and to dif- 
cotirage all his fiiends from attempting 
it. Yet this, although it be a. truth well 
known, hath produced very little cffed ; 
whidi is no manner of wonder : for as. it 
is natural to a man in a ^ever to tma 
often, althou^ without any hope of cafe ; 
or, when he. is puffued, to ieap down z 
precipice, to avoid an enemy jufl at hit 
back; fo men in the extreme^ dt^rec of 
mifcry and wan t- will iiaturally fly to the 
firft appearance of rdiei^ let it be ever fo 
yain or vifionary. 

You may obferve, that I have very fu- 

perficially touched the fubjed I began^ 

with, aiad with the utmoft caution ; for I 

know how criminal the leaft complaint 

hath been thought, however feafonable or 

juft or honeftly intended, which hath 

forced me to oiibr up my daily prayers, 

that itmay never, at leaft in my time, be 

interpreted by innuendo s as a falfe, fcanda- 

. lous, feditious, and difaffeded adion for 

1 a man to r6ar under an acute fit of the 

gotrti which, befides the lofs and the 

danger, w^dld be very inconvenient to 

4» one 
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one of my age, fo feverely afflided with 
that diftemper. 

I wi{h you good fucceis, but I can pro- 
mile you little, in an ungrateful ofHce 
you have taken up without the leaft view 
either to reputation or profit. Perhaps 
your comfort is,^ that, none but villains 
and betrayers of their country can be your 
enemies. Upon which I have little to fay, 
having not the honour to be acquainted 
with many of that fort; and therefore, as 
you may eafily believe^ am compelled to. 
lead a very retired life. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

humble Servant, 



County of Dawn^ 
Dtcz, 1728. 



A. Nqrth^ 
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NU MB ER V, 

-— Laceratque^ trahitque 
MqlUpecus*"— Virg.- 

From Tuesday Jan* 23, 'to Saturday Jan. 27, 1710, 

AMONGST Other fervices I hgvemet 
with from fomecriticks, thecrueleft 
for an old man is, that they wjll not let 
me be at quiet in my bed, but purfue me 
to my very dreams. I muft not dreain 
but when they pleafe, nor upon long 
continued fubjeds, however vinonary in 
their own natures, beeaufe th€;re is a ma^ 
nifeft moral quite through them, which 
to produce as a dream is improbable and 
unnatural. The pain I might have had 
from this objection, is prevented by con- 
fidering they have miffed another, againft 

* N. B. The two following TatUrs arc not in the four vo» 
}tiipcs publifhed by Sir Richard Stetle. . 

which 
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which I (hould have been at a lofs to de- 
fend myfelf. They might have afked me, 
whether the dreams I publifh can pro- 
perly be called " lucubrations, ' which Ts 
the name I have given to all my papers, 
whether in volumes or half-fheets : fo ma- 
nifeft a contradidion in terminis, that I 
wonder no fophifter ever thought of it. 
But the other is a cavil. I remember, when 
I was a boy at fchool, I have often 
dreamed out the whole pailages of a day ; 
that I rode a journey, baited, fupped, 
went to bed, and rofe next morning : and 
t have known young ladies, who could 
dream a whole contexture of adventures 
in one night large enough to make a no- 
Vel. ■ In youth the iinaginatipn is ftrong, 
not mixed with cares, nor tinged with 
thofe paffions that moft difturb and con- 
found it; fuch as avarice, ambition, and 
many others. Now, as old men are faid to 
grow children again, fo in this article of 
dreaming I am returned to my child- 
hood. My imagination is at full eafe, 
without care, avarice, or ambition to clog 
. it ; by which, among many others, I have 
this advantage of doubling the fmall re- 
** mainder 
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mainder of my time, and living (but and 
twenty hbUrs in the day. However, the 
dream I am going now to relate is as 
: iwild at can: well be iqaagioedj and adapt- 
ed to plea^. theTe refiners upon £leep, 
!withoqt atiy moral that I can dilcpver* 

" It ha{)pened) that cdy maid left on 
*' the table ifl my bed-chamber one of 
'* her ftory-books (as (he calls them}, 

. *' which I took up, and found full of 

-** Grange im'pertineoce,. fitted to her taftc 
•* and cjondition ; of poor fervaiats who 
" came to be ladies, 'and/erwn^-men x>f 

. *' hw degree who married kings daugk- 
•* ters. Aniong other things, J met this 

: ** fege observation) That a lion would 
*^ never hurt a true virgin. With<^ism0d- 
<* ley of nonfenfe ih my faacy I went to 
'' be4 ^nd dreamed that a friend waked 

. "me in the morning, and proposed for 

. " paflime to fpend a few hours in ieeing 
*^ the pariQi lions, which he had not done 
** fince he came t6 town; and becaofe 
*' they fliewed but ohce a. week, he 
** would not mifs the opportunity. I faad 

• 'VI would humour him^ akhough, to 
.., '• "fpeak 
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** fpeak the truth, I was not fond of 
•* thofe cruel fpeftacles; and, if it were not 
<' ib antient a cuftom, founded (as I had 
** heard) upon the wifeft maxims, I (hould 
"be apt to cenfure the inhumanity of 
•* thofe who introduced it.*' All this 
will be a riddle to the waking reader, un- 
til I diicover the fcene my imagination 
had formed, upon the maxim, That a 
lion would never hurt a true virgin. " I 
•' dreamed, that by a law of immemo- 
** rial time a he-lion was kept in every 
'^ parifh at the common charge, and in 
** a place provided adjoining to the 
** church-yard ; that, before any one of 
** the fair fex was married, if Hie aflirm- 
** ed herfelf to be a virgin, fhe muft on 
her wedding day, and in her wedding 
cloaths, perform the ceremony of go- 
ing alone into the d^n, and ilay an 
** hour with the lion let loofe and kept 
** fading four and twenty hours on pur- 
** pofe. At a proper height above the 
** den were convenient galleries- for the 
'* relations and friends of the young 
** couple, and open to all fpedators. Nb 
'* maiden was forced to ofier herfelf to 

** the 
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'' the lion; but, if (he refufed, it was k 
*'<li^ace to marr/ her, and every onb 
'^^ might' have liberty of calling her k 
3^* whore. And methoughtitwasasufufl 
•*' a diverfion to fee. the. pariflj lions, its 
-** with us to go to aplxy or an opera. 
' " And it was reckoned convenient to be 
.'* near the church, either for marrying 
:>* the virgin if flie efcaped the trial, or 
:•*' for burying her bones when, the lion 
■' ** had devoured the reft, as he conftantly 
:*'did." 

To go on thereforc with the dream : 

*' Wc called firft (as I remember), to fee 

St. Dunflans lion 5 butiwe were told, 

they did ; not fhew to-day. From 

thence we went to that of Covent-gar- 

deity which, to my great furprize, we 

** found as lean as a fkeleton, when I 

-.** expedied' quite the contrary ; but the 

*«• keeper = faid it was no wonder at all, 

' ** becaufe the poor beaft had not got ^n 

** ounce of woman's flefli fince he. came 

*^ into the pari(b. This amazed me mcfre 

«**than the other, and I was forming to 

** myfelf a mighty veneration for the la- 

' *^ dies in that quarter of the town ; when 

»* the 
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•' tlic keeper went oh, and faid he won- 
«* dered the pari/li would be at the 
•* charge of maintaming a lion for jicy- 
•* thing. Friend (faid I), do you call it 
" nothing to juftify the virtue of fo many 
<* ladies ; or hath your lion loil his dif* 
«( dnguilliing faculty ? can there be 
" any thing more for the honour of yottr 
^ paniii, than that all the ladies married 
** in yourdxurch were pure virgins? That 
*^ is true (faid lie), and the do^or knows 
** it to his forrow ; for there hath not 
been a coi^ile marni^ in our church 
ficsice bis wcnr&ip came asncxigft us. The 
iriigms hereabouts arc too wife to ven-^ 
" tare the daws q£ the Hon ; and, becati>(e 
'' nobody will marry thetn, have all en^ 
*' tcrcd into a vow -of virginity ; £0 that 
''in ftroportion we have much the largeft 
'^ nuaneryin the whole, town. This man- 
** ncr tjf ladies lentering into a vow of = w*- 
" gtftity .'becaufe they were not vtrginsyl 
^^ t&Qsf CQQQcivcd ; and my tdream to4d 
^ me, that the whole kingdom was full 
<< of nunneries plentifully flocked from 
" the (amereafon, '' 



C€ 
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" We went to fee another lion^ where 
** we found much cdmpdny riiet iri the 
** gallery. The keeper told us, we fliould 
** kejport enough, as he called it ; and 
** in a little time wc (aM^ ^ young be^u- 
" tifiil lady put into the den, who walked 
** up tov<^ards the lion with all imaginable 
*' fecurity in her countenance, and Idoked 
" fbrtiling upon her lover and friends in 
** the gallery ; whith I thought hothing 
** extrabrditiary, becaufe it was never 
** known that any lion had been miftakerii 
" Biit, howcv'er, we wfere all difappoint- 
** ed ; fdr the lion lifted up his right 
** paw,- which was the fatal fign, and, 
" adyaiicing forvt'ardi feized hef by the 
** arm, airid began to tear it. The poor 
" lady gave a teftible fhriek, and cried 
** buti TSe lidH is jiijiy I am no vii^gml 
" Oh ! Sapphb, Sappho ! (he eould fay 
** noi more, for the' lion g^ve her the coup 
** de grace, by a fqueeze in the throat,^ 
** and 016 expired at his /eer. The 
** keefper dragged awdy her body, to feed 
^' the animal after the compariy fliould 
"be gbne: fof the parifli hons never 
" ufed to eat in public. After a little 
Vol. XI. .E *' paufe^ 
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** paufe, another lady came on towards 
** the lion in the fame manner as the 
" former. We obferved the bcaft fmell 
" her with dihgence. He fcratched both 
" her hands with Hfting them to his nofe, 
** and laying one his claws on her bolbm 
" drew blood ; however, he let^ her go, 
" and at the fame time turned from her 
" with a f(M:t of contempt, at which (he 
" was not a little mortified, and retired 
*^ with . fome confufion to her friends in 
" the gallery. Methought, the whole 
" company immediately underflood the 
"vmeaning of this; that the eafineis of 
" the lady had fuffered her to admit 
" certain imprudent and dangerous, fami- 
" liarities, bordering too much upon what 
" is criminal ; neither was it fure whe- 
" ther the lover then prefent had. not 
" fome (harers with him in thofc free- 
** doms, of which a lady can never be too 
** Iparing, 

" This happened to be an extraordi- 
** nary day; for a third lady came into 
5* the den, laughing loud, playing with 
** her Ian, toffing her head, and fmiling 
" round on the young fellows in the gal- 
e - "lery. 
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**• lery* However, the lion leaped ori 
** her with great fury, and we gave her 
** for ^onc ; but on a fudden he let go 
** his hold, and turned from- her as if he 
** was ' naufeated 'y then-gai'e her a lafli 
♦' with his tail ; after which fhe returned 
*' to the gallery^ not the leaft out of cdun- 
*' tefrtance'; and this^ it feetos, was thd 
** Ufiial treatment of coquets. 

** I thought we had feen enough ; but 
*' my friend would needs have us go and 
•* Viiit one or two lions in the city. We 
** called at two or three deils, where they 
' ** happened not to (hew ; but We gene- 
** rally foijnd half a fdord young girls, be- 
** tween eight and eleven years old, play* 
**'mg with each lion, fitting on his back< 
•• and putting their hands into his mouth} 
** fomc of therrt would now and then get 
"a- feratchj but we always difcovered 
** opiort examining, that they had been 
** hoydening \yith the young apprentices^ 
•* Oat of them was calling to a pretty girl 
*' about twelvfe years old, who ftood by 
•*Usifi the gallery, to come down to the 
"lion, attd, upon hct refufal, faid, A^ f 
*^ mfi Betty,* "zc* cmld neoer get you to comt 

E 2 " near 
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mar the Iton^Jince you played at hoop 
' and hide with my brother in the garret. 
" We followed a couple, with the wed- 
ding folks, going to the church of St. 
" Mary-Axe. The lady, though well 
** ftricken in years, extremely crooked and 
" deformed, was dreffed out beyond the 
** gaiety of fifteen ; having jumbled to- 
** gether, as I imagined, all the ta^vdry 
•' remains of aunts, god-mothers, . and 
** grand-mothers, for fome generations . 
" paft. One of the neighbours wh'if- 
** pered me, that flie was an old maid, 
" and had the cleareft reputation of any 
"in the parifti. There is nothing ftrange 
" in that, thought I ; but was much 
" furprized when I obferved afterwards, 
" that (he went toward the lion with dif- 
** truft and concern. The beaft was ly- 
" ing down ; but, upon fight of her, 
♦* fnuffed up his nofe two or three times, 
** and then, giving the fign of death, prp- 
" ceeded inftantly to execution. In the 
" midft of her agonies, (he was heard to 
<* name the words Italy and artifices with 
" the utmoft horror, and feveral repeated 
"execrations ; and at laft concluded, 

''Fool 



N*5. THE TATLER. $3 

** Foo/ that I wasy to put Jo much confi- 
** dence m the toughnefs oftnjyjkin! 

** The keeper immediately .let all in 
" orcfef" again for another cuftoraer, 
** whicti happened to be a farnbus prude, 
** whom her parents, after long threaten- 
** mgs and much perfuafion, had, with 
** the extremefi difficulty, prevailed on 
** to accept a yoiing handfome goldfmith, 
** who might have pretended to five 
** timies her fortune. ' The fathers and 
** mothers in the neighbourhood ufed to 
** qbote her fo;* an example to their 
" diaughters ; her elbows were riveted 
** to her fides, and her whole perfon fo 
** ordered as to inform every body, that 
" fhe was afraid they fliould touch her. 
** She only dreaded to approach the lion 
*^ becaufe it was a he-one, and abhorred 
'* to think a male animal {hould prefume 
'* to breathe on her. The fight of a man 
** at twenty yards diftance made her draw 
«* back her head. She always fat upoa 
** the further corner of th^ chair, al- 
<* though there were fix chairs between 
** her and her lover, and with the door 
** wide open, and her little fitter in the 

E 3 f* rooni. 
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room. She was never fainted but at 
the tip of the ear ; and her father had 
much ado to make her dine without her 
gloves, when there was a man at table. 
She entered the den with fome fear, 
which we took to proceed from the 
height of her modefty, offended at the 
fight of fo many men in the gallery. 
The lion, beholding her at a diftance, 
immediately gave the deadly fignj at 
which the poor creature (methinks I 
fee her ftill!) mifcarried in a fright be* 
fore us all. The lion feemed to be as 
much furprized as vve, and gave bcr 
time to make her confeffion; T%at Jhe 
was Jive months gone by the foreman $f 
her father s Jhop ; and that this was her 
third big belly : and when her friends 
afked, why fhe would venture the trial? 
file faid. Her nurfe told hr.^ that a 'lion, 
would never hurt a wonui?t with child.^^ 
Upon this I immediately awaked,- and 
3uld not help wifhing, that the dep^aty 
cenfors of my late inftitution were induecJ- 
with the fame inftind as thefe parill» 
lions. . ■ ' 

■ N U M- 
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N U M B E R XX. 

Jngenuas didkijje fidelker artes 
Emollit mores. Ovid. 

From ^at. March 3, to Tuef. March 6, 1710. 
From wj own apartment in Channel-row, Mar. s. 

THOSE inferior duties of life, which 
the French call les petites morales, 
or the fmaller morals, are with us diftin- 
guifhcd by the name of good-manners 6r 
breeding. This I look upon, in the 
general notion of it, to be a fort of artifi- 
cial good fenfe, adapted to the meaneft 
capacities, and introduced to make man- 
kind eafy in their commerce with each 
other. Low and little underftandings, 
without fo'me rules of this kind*, would 
be perpetually wandering into a thou- 
fand indecencies and irregularities in 
behaviour; and in their ordinary conver- 
fation fall into the fame boifterous fami- 
liarities that one obferves amongft them 
When a debauch hath quite taken away 
the ufe of their reafon. In other in- 
' ' E 4 ftaaces 
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fiances it is odd to confider,. that, for 
want of common difcretion, Ahe very end 
of good-breeding is wholly ;. perverted 5 
and civility, intended to make us coiCy, is 
(employed in laying chajns and fetter8:upon. 
us, in debarring us of our wiflies, and rin 
eroding our moft reafoftable defitrcs and 
ipclinations. . This abufe reigns chiefly, 
in the country, as I found to my vexatiop, 
when I was }aft there, in a vifit I made 
to a neighbour al^out twp mijes from jny 
coufin. As fpon as I entered the parlou^, 
they put me into the great e(iair that &<x>d 
clofe by a huge fire, and kept me chcre 
by force until I was almoft ftifled. Then 
a boy camp in great hurry to pull ofF tpy, 
boots, which I in vain oppofed, urging 
that I muft return foon after dinner. In 
the mean time, the good lady whifpered 
her., fldeft daughter, ^nd flipped a k<^y 
jatp herhai^d ; the girl returned |nilandy 
with a bejsr-glafs half full of aquamirjt' 
^iZfj-randfyrup of gillyflowers. . I tookja?: 
itiuch 3s I had a mind for, but nvadafa» 
wowed 1; ihould drink jt pC; for .- (he waf . 
fur^r it would do me gopd, after: ; cam ii:^ 
put rof ^he colid ahx an^ l) wtii forced to 

obey, 
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ob^y, which abfolutely took away my 
ftom^h. When dinner came ip, I ha4 
a minjl tor.fit at a; diftance from the fire; 
but they told me it was as much as my 
life was-wprth, and fet me with my back 
juftiagainft it. \/Vlthough <my appetite 
was quite gone, I was refolved to force 
down as much as I could, and defired the 
]pg G§z pullet. ** Indeed, Mr. Bkhrjiaff 
*'• (fays the lady), you muft eat a wing, 
** to oblige me;" and {c^ put a coupile 
ypon my plate. I was perfecuted at thi^ 
l^te during the whole meal; as often as 
I cabled fpr fmall beer, the mafter tipped 
the iv*ink, and the fervant brought me a 
iMim'^mer of OBober, Some time after 
dihQ£r^ I ordered my coufin's man, who 
catne with me, to get ready the horfes ; 
butit! wa« refolved I fhould not ftir that 
flight ; and when I feemed pretty much 
bent upon going, they ordered the ftable 
door to be locked, and the children hid 
my cloak and boots. The next queftion 
was, What would I have for fupper ? I 
faid, r never eat any thipg at night: but 
was atlaft, in my' own defence, obliged 
to: naine thf iirft thing that came into 

my 
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my head. After three hours fpent chief- 
ly in apologies for my entertainment, 
infinuating to me, " That this was the 
** worft time of the year for provifions ; 
" that they were at a great diflance from 
'* any market ; that they were afraid I 
" (hould be ftarved ; and that they knew 
*' they kept me to my lofs j" the lady 
went, and left me to her huftand ; for 
they took fpecial care I (hould never be 
alone. As foon as her back was turned, 
the little mifles ran backwards and for- 
wards every moment, and conftantly as 
they camein, or went out, made a cour- 
tely diredly at me, which, in good man- 
ners, I was forced to return with a bbw 
and ■ Tour humble fervant^ pretty mifs. 
Exadly at eight the mother came up, 
and difcovered, by the rednefs of her face, 
that fupper was^ not far ofF. It was 
twice as large as the dinner, and my per- 
lecution doubled in proportion. I de- 
{ired at my ufual hour to go to my pe- 
pofe, and was conduced to my chamber 
l)y the gentleman, his lady, and the whole 
train of children. They importuned me 
to drink fomethiBg bef^r^ I wciit t<> bed ; 

and, 
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and» upon my refufing^, at laft left a bottle 
oifiingo as tbey called it, fo^ fear I fhpuld 
waM and be tbirfty in the night. I- was 
forced in the morning to rife and dreis 
uayfelf in the dark, becaufe they would 
not fuffer my kinfman's fervant to difturb 
me at the hour I defired to be called. I ' 
was now refolved to break through all 
meafures to get away; and, after fitting 
down to a monftrous breakfaft of cold 
beef, mutton, neats tongues, venifon pafty, 
and ftale. beer, took leave of the family. 
But the gentleman would needs fee me 
part of the way, and carry me a fhort cut 
through his own ground, which he told 
mc would fave half a mile's riding. This 
laft piece of civility had like to have coft 
. me dear, being once or twice in danger of 
my neck by leaping over his ditcbesj and 
at laft forced to alight in the dirt, when 
my horfe, having flipped his bridle, ran 
ilw<^y> ^nd took us up more than an hour 
to jecover him again. .- .. > 

It ;is evident, that none of the abfurdi- 
ties I met with in this vifit proceeded 
from an ill intention, but from a wrong 
ijudgnieat of complaiiaoce, and a mifap- 

plication 
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inilapplication in the rules of it. lean- 
not (o eafily excufe the more refincirf 
crtticks upon behaviour, wh<^ having 
profeflcd no other ftudy, are yet infii^cly 
defedivein the moft material parts bfif. 
JVe^ Fafhion hath been bred all bis life 
about court, and underftands to a tittle all 
the pundilios of a drawing-room. He 
vifits moft of the fine vvomeri nea^ jt^A 
James Sy and, upon every occafion, fays 
the civileft and fofteft things to them Hi 
any breathing. To Mr. Ifaac *, be dwds 
an eafy Aide in his bow, and a graceful' 
manner of coming into a room : but, ifi - 
fome ; ;other cafes, he is very far frc^- 
being, .a weljn bred perfon. He laughs' tat ' 
men of far/fuperior underftanding to his' 
ow0j for not bang as well drefled as hinrt* '^ 
felfj defpifeth ail his acquaintance who 
are opt of quality, and in public places ■ 
hathi on that account, often avoided 
taking, notice of fome among the beft 
fpeakers of the houfe of commons. He 
raiiifth flxenuoufly at both univerfities 
before the members of either ; and is 

* ^ famous dai^cing-mafier in thofe days. 

never 
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never^ heard (oTwearian oath, 6c hreak in 
uppH -reHgion «nd tmoraliiy^ except in 
ih^ iQPinp&ny ^ of divines;. On the <3thet 
bao^itft man of right fenfe hath all the 
cfleniials. of good-breeding, although he 
may bp. wanting in the forms of it. Ho- 
r^^/o hath fpent moil of his time at Ox- 
fitrd: he hath a great deal of learning, 
an: agreeable wit, and as much modcfty 
as. may ferve to adorn, without conceal- 
ing, ,hi& other good qualities. In that 
retired way of livingi he feemeth to have 
formed a notion of human nature," as he 
hath ibund it defcribed in the writings 
of the greateft men, not as he i* likely 
tqmeejt with it in the common courfe of 
life»t Hence it is that he giveth. no of- 
Cence^ hut eon verfeth with g#cat ^ defer- 
enq^y candor, and humanity.; j ;^TtIiif bow, 
I .9iu(l c<>nfefs, is fomewhat ajukv^ard ; 
bi|$ji.1^n he hath an extendve, imiv^r- 
falfe^ jf.and- un^ffcded knowledge^ ■ w^teH*^^; ■ 
niayi perhaps, a little excufe. hiitn. i^Jie 
wo<»k^jmaJk# no extraordinary fiBurd^'tsI-' 
a sbafts/, bptXcan afluiiej(thc ldoifes,JiM''^ 
his behalf, and for their own confola- 
tion, that/'ht has wrirbietter v^rfes on 
• • ^^^'^'^ the 
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the fcx than any man now livings and is 
preparing fuch a poem for the prefs as 
will tranfmit their praifes and his own to 
many generations. 

NUMBER 230. " 
Thurfday, September 28, 17 10*. 

From my own apartment, September 27. 

THE following letter hath laid be- 
fore me many great and manifeft 
evils in the world of letters, which I had 
overlooked v but it opens to me a very 
buiy fcene, and it will require no fmall 
care and application to amend errors, 
which are become fo univerfal. The af- 
fedation ofpolitenefs is expoied in this 
epiftle with a great deal of wit and dif- 
cernment ; fo that, whatever difcourfes I 
may fall into hereafter upon the fubjetSi 

* The letter to the Lord iUs of Fatne<, Tht Lift and 

High Treafurer upon the Adventures of a Shilling, Tbt 

fiune fub)e6t with this Tailefy aetount if England by on In- 

is printed in the third of thefe dian iingy and fome others : 

iolumes. It is faid, that the bat, as we are informed, be 

luthoT' wrote fome other would never tell his beft 

. Tatleri and feveral SpeflatarSf friends the particular papers, 

and furniflied hints for many Dublia edit. 
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the writer treats of, I fliall at prefent lay 
the matter before the world without the 
Iqaft, alteration frpm the words of my cbr- 
refpondent. 

*T6 Isaac Bickerstapf, Efq'y 

Sir, 

** T H ERE are fome abufes among us 
*•*" of great confequence, the reformation 
*' of which is properly your province; 
"although, as far as I have beea coii^ 
•* vecfant in your papers, you have not 
*^' yet coiifidered them. Thefe are, the 
•^deplorable ignorance that for fome yeafs 
^*. hatth reigned among our Englijh wri- 
*' tersj the great depravity of our tafte, 
**i and the continual corruption of our 
** ftyle. . I fay nothing here of thofe who 
•'handle particular fciences, divinity, law, 
..** phyfick, and the like; I mean the 
** traders in hiftory, and politicks, and the 
*^ Belles kttresy together with thofe by 
*f whom books are hot tranflated, but (as 
:** the common exprefllons are) don& put 
** of French, hattn, or other languages, 

" and 



« 
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** arid made Englijb* I cannot but ob- 
" fervc to you, that, until of latfc years, a 
Grub-Jireet book was always jbotmd itl 
(lieep-fkin, with fuitable print and paper, 
the price never above a {hilling, and 
" taken ofF wholly by common tradefmen 
** or country pedlars ; but now they ap- 
" pear in all lizes and (hapes, and in all 
" places ; they are handed about from 
** lapfuls in every cofFee-houfe to per/bns 
•* of quality ; are (hewn in Tf^eftminfter- 
** hall and the Court of Requefts ; you 
** may fee them gilt, and in royal paper ^ 
*i of five or fix hundred pages, and rated 
" accordingly. I would engage to fUr- 
** nifh you with a catalogue of Englijb 
** books, publiilied within the compafs of 
** feven years paft, which at the firft hand 
** would coft you an hundred poundsj 
<* wherein you (hall not bfe able to find 
" ten lines together of common grammat 
** or common fenfe. 

" Thefe two evils, ignorance and 
" want of tafte, have produced a third, 
" I mean the continual corruption of our 
" Englip tongue, which, without fbme 
" timely remedy, will fufFer more by the 

"falfe 
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** falfe ri^fipemepts pf tWCfity years paft, 
" than itJiathbic^Q improved in the fqre- 
*' gqiRg?hHOqred, . ,„And |this is yi^hat I d^- 
.",^gfif . t^hidSy tp; enlarge upoiij leaving 
.'* the,,fo!rmereVils to your animadverfipn. 
. ,," jut, infte^d of .giving you a h'ft of 
•'the. late refinements crept intp our Ian* 
.** guagfj, I here, fend you the copy of a 
'* jEttec I received fome time ago from a 
** mpft accomplifhed perfon in this way of 
'* writing, upon which I fliall makefom/B 
**, Remarks. It is in thefe terms: 

., ,;,.. Sir, 
,^Xcqudzitgef the things you fent for all 

■ajsoif^t town. — /tho't to hsL come dvwn 

^piyjelff and then I'd ha' bro't *um; but 
!^'nt don't, and I believe I can't do't, 
tkafs pozz.-p-Tom begins to g'imielf ^/W, 

. b^caufe he's going with the plenipo*s. — 
^Xhjaid the French king isoill bamboozel 
tis agen, 'which caufes many fpeculations. 
l^e Jacks, and others of that kidney, are 
v^rry uppilli and alert upon't, as you may 
fee by their phizz's. — Will Hazard has 
got the hipps, having lofl to the tune of 
Vol, XT. F ■ jwa 



-%■»'* 



*v"v. 



•* ...,■ 6e underftands 

* ' ''. '^dy better. He has 

\ :<cp iolccrce off play ; but 

:^,\:.b:ifs he's /^c ^// to give 

V-- r''-- -^^'^^'^^ "^■' -^ ^^ ^^ly ^^cin^ no 

A" has lahi incog cn:er Jince. 

,h"s tvrr ^r//j/ t:*//^ r// ;;7it;. — 

..,- x:u tho't / banter'd you in my 

;^. a country put. — / fhan't leave 

.., :'::s ni-^^ithy &c. 

♦• This letter is in every point an ad-* 
.• niirabic pattern of the prefent polite 
«* wav of writing : nor is it ot lefs autho- 
*^ rity for being an epiftle : you may ga- 
^* ther every flower of it, with a thou- 
«' fand more of equal fweetnefs, from the 
*^ books, pamphlets, and Angle papers, 
^^ offered us every day in the cofFee- 
" houfes. And thefe are the beauties in- 
" trcduced to fupply the want of wit, 
" fenfc, humour, and learning, which 
^^ :'.:n:erly were looked upon as quali- 
^' hcnrions for a WTiter. M a man of 
'• wir, v.ho died forty vears ago, were 
" to rife from the grave on purpofe, 

" how 
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'* how would he be able to read this let- 
** ter ? and after he had got through thaC 
*' difficulty, how would he be able to 
" underftand it ? The firfl: thing that 
** ftrikes ybur eye, is the breaks at tlie end 
** of almoft every fcntence ; of which I 
** know not the ufe, only that it is a re- 
^* finement, and very frequently pradifed* 
** Then you will obferve the abbrevia- 
** tions and elifions, by which confonants 
** of moft obdurate founds are joined to- 
*.* gether without one foftening vowel td 
** intervene : and all this only to make 
'* one fyllable of two, diredly contrary 
•* to the example of the Greeks and Rd- 
•* mans ^ altogether of the Gothic ftrain, 
** and of a natural tendency towards re- 
** lapfing into barbarity, which delights in 
** monofyllables, and uniting of mute' 
" Gonfonants ; as it is obiervable in all 
•• the Northern languages* And this is 
** ftill more vifible in the next refine-" 
** ment, which confifteth in pronoun- 
** cing the firft fy liable in a word that 
** hath many, and difmiffing the reft \ 
*' fuch asphizz, hipps^ mobbypozz, re:p,and 

F 2 " manjr 
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many more ; when we are already over- 
loaded with monofyllables, which arc 
the difgrace of our language. Thus we 
cram one fy liable, and cut off the reft ; 
as the owl fattened her mice after fhe 
had bit off their legs to prevent them 
from running away ; and if ours be the 
fame reafon for maiming of words, k 
will certainly anfwer the end ; for I am 
fure no other nation will defire to bor- 
row them. 8ome words arehithierto but 
fairly fplit, and therefore only in their 
way to perfedion, as incog, and plenipoi 
but in a fhort time, it is to be hoped, 
they will be further docked to /w. and 
plen. This reflexion hath made me 
of late years very impatient for a peace, 
which I believe would fave the lives of 
many brave words as well as men. The 
war hath introduced abundance of po- 
lyfyllables, which will never he able to 
live many more campaigns. Specula- 
tionsy operations^ preliminariesy afnbap- 
fadorsy palifadoeSy communications^ cir- 
cumvallationsy battalimsy as numerous 

< as they are, if they attack us too fre- 

<* quentljr 
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*' quently in our coffee-houfes, we fhall 
** certainly put theni' to flight, and cut ofF 
** the rear. 

** The third refinement obfervable in 
** the tetter I fend you confifteth in the 
** choice of certain words invented by 
** fome pretty fellows^ fuch as banter^ 
** bamboozle^ country-put^ and kidney as 
** it is there applied ; fome oi which are 

now ftruggling for the vogue, and o- 

thers are in pofleflion of it. I have done 
** my utmoft for fome years paft to ftopi 
*' the progrefs of mob and banter^ but 
•* have been plainly borne down by num- 
** bers, and betrayed by thofe who pro- 
•* mifed to atfift me. 

** In the laft place you are to take no- 
** tice of certain choice phrafes fcattered 
*' through the letter; fome of them to- 
** lerable enough, till* they were vvorn to 
•* rags by lervile imitators. You might 
** eafiiy find them, although they wer6 
** not in a different print, and therefore 
** I need not diflurb them. 

** Thefe are the falfe refinements in 
** our fl:yle, which you ought to correct; 
** firft, by arguments and fair means ; 

F J ** but 
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*' but if thofe fail, I think you are to 
** make ufe of your authority as cenfor, 
** and by an annual index expurgatorius 
-** expunge all words and phrafes that are 
** offenfiye to good fenfe, and cohdernn 
** thofe barbarous mutilations of vowels 
*' and fyllables. In this laft pioint the ufu- 
** al pretence is, that they fpell as they 
*' fpeak : a noble flandard for language ! 
** to depend upon the caprice of every 
" coxcomb, who, becaufe words are the 
-* cloathing of our thoughts, cuts them 
** out and ftiapes them as he pleafeth, 
^* and changes them oftner than his drefs. 
** I believe all reafonable people would be 
" content, that fuch refiners were more 
^^ fparing of their words, and liberal in 
^* their fyllables. On this head I fliould 
^* be glad you would beftow fome advice 
^* upon feveral young readers in our 
** churches, who, coming up from the 
** univerfity full fraught with admiration 
** of our town politenefs, will needs cor- 
f ' rect the ftyle of their prayer books. In 
** reading the abfolution, they are very 
" careful to fay pardons and abfolves^ and 
•' in the prayer fpr the royal family it 

" riiuft 
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muft be endue unty enricFum^ profper- 
^um, and bring um \ then in their fcr- 
mons they ufe all the modern terms of 
art, Jham^ banter^ mob^ bubble, bully ^ 
cutting, puffiingy znd palming ; all which, 
and many more of the like ftamp, as I 
have heard them ofteii in the pulpit 
from fome young fophlfters, fo I have 
read them in fome of thofe Jermons 
that have made a great noife of late» 
The defign, it feems, is to avoid the 
dreadful imputation of pedantry; to 
fhew us that they knonso the town, un- 
derjiatid men and manners y and have 
not been poring upon old unfaQiion- 
able books in the univerlity. 
" I fliould be glad to fee you the in- 
ftrument of introducing into our ftyle 
that fimplicity, which is the beft and 
trueft ornament of moft things in hu- 
man life, which the politer ages always 
aimed at in their building and drefs 
(fimplex munditiis) as well as their pro- 
dudions of wit. It is manifeft that all 
new-afFeded modes of fpeech, whether 
borrowed from the court, the town, or 
the theatre, are the firft perifhing parts 
F 4 "in 
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** in any language ; and, as I could prove 
** by .many hundred inftances, have been 
" fo in ours. The writings of Hooker, who 
" was a country clprgyman, and of Par- 
*^/om the jefuit, both in the reign of 
<* Queen Elizabeth, are in a ftyle that 
** with very few allowances would not 
" offend any prefent reader ; much more 
** clear and intelligible, than thofc of Sir 
" H' Wotton, Sir Rob.Naunton, OJbortty 
** Dafjielihc hiftorian, and feveral others 
** who writ later, but being men of the 
** court, and affeding the phrafes then 
** in fafhion, they are often either not to 
** be underftood, or appear perfefily ri- 
** diculous. 

** What remedies are to be applied to 
** thefe evils I have not room to confider, 
•* having, I fear, already taken up moft of 
** your paper : befides, I think it is our 
** office only to reprefent abufes, and 
« yours to redrefs them. 

I am, with great relpeft, 

Sir, 

Yours, etc 

To 



To the Honourable 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, &c. 

Tfhe humble Petition of the Footmen in and 
about the City of Dublin. 

Written in the year 1732. 

Humbly pewethy 

THAT your petitioners are a great 
and nu merousyof/V/y, endowed witli 
fcveral privileges time out of mind. 

That certain lewdy idht and diforderly 
perfons, for feveral months paft, as it is 
notorioufly known, have been daily feen 
in the public walks of this city, habited 
ibmetimes in green coatSy and fometimes 
lacedi with long oaken cudgels in their 
hands, and without fwords ; in hopes to 
procure favour by that advantage with a 
great number of ladies who frequent 
thofe walks ; pretending and giving them- 
ielves out to be true genuine Irijhfoot" 
fnen\ whereas they can be proved to 
be no better than common toupees^ as a 
judicious eye may foon difcover, by their 
auhmrdy clumfej^ ungenteel gait and be- 
haviour ; 
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haviour; by their unndifulnefsindrefseven 
with the adv^antage of our habits ; by their 
ill-Favoured countenances, with an air of 
impudence and dulnefs peculiar to the. reft 
of their brethren, who have not yet ar- 
rived at that tranfcendent pitch of aflur- 
ance ; although it may be juftly appre- 
hended, that they will do fo in time, if 
thefe counterfeits fliall happen to fucceed 
in their evil defign of pafling for real foot" 
tnetty thereby to render themfelves more 
amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do further alledge, that 
many of the faid counterfeits, upon a ftrid 
examination, have been found in the a6t 
oi flrutting^ flaring, fwearing^fwaggering., 
in a manner that plainly fhewed their beft 
endeavours to imitate us. Wherein, altho* 
they did not fucceed, yet by their ignorant 
^- and ungainly way of copying our graces 
the utmoft indignity was endeavoured to 
be caft upon our whole profeffion. 

Your petitioners ,do therefore make it 
their humble requeft, that this honourable 
houfe (to many of whom your petitioners 
are nearly allied) will pleafe to take this 
grievance into your moft ferious confide- 

ration : 
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ration: humbly fubraitting, whether it 
would not be proper, that certain offi^ 
ten might, at the public charge, be em- 
ployed to fearch for, and difcover all fuch 
counterfeit footmen ; to carry them before 
the next jujlice of peace, by whofe war- 
rant, upon the firft convidion, they fliould 
be ftripped of their coats and oaken orna- 
ments, and be fet two hours in the flocks ; 
upon the fecond convidion, befides ftrip- 
ping, be fet fix hours in the ftocks with a 
paper pinned on their breafts fignifying 
their crime in large capital letters, and in 
the following words : A. B. commonly 
called A. B. efq\ a toupee ^ and a notorious 
impojlor^ who prefumed to perfonate a true 
Irip footman. 

And for any other offence, the faid tou-- 
pee fball be committed to Bridewell^ whip- 
. ped three times, forced to hard labour for 
a -month, and not to be fet at liberty till 
he fhall have given fufficient fecurity for 
his good behaviour. 
• Your honours will pleafe to obferve, 
with what lenity we propofe to treat thefe 
enormous offenders, who have already 
brought fuch a fcandal on our honourable 

callings 
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callings that feveral well-meaning people 
have miftaken them to be of oxxvfrater- 
nOy, in diminution to that credit and 
dignity whereby we have fupported our 
flation, as we always did, in the worji of 
times. And we further beg leave to re^ 
mark, that this was manifeftly done with 
Vifediiious defign to render us lefs capable 
of ferving the publick in any great em^ 
ployments, as feveral of our fraternity y as 
well as our ancejiors^ have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your 
hmours to give neceflary orders for our 
relief in this prefent exigency, and your 
petitioners (as in duty bound) fhali ever 
pray, &*€, 
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Giving Badges to the Beggars in all the 
Pariflies of Dublin, 

By the Dean of St. Patrick's^ 
Written in the year 1)^37. 

IT hath been a general complaint, that 
the poor-houfe (efpecially fince the 
new conftitution by ad of parliament) 
hath been of no benefit to this city, for 
the eafe of which it was wholly intended. 
I had the honour to be a member of it 
many years before it was new-modelled 
by the legiflature ; not from any perfo- 
nal regard, but merely as one "of the two 
deans, who are of courfe put into moft 
commiflions that relate to the city ; and I 
have likewife the honour to have been 
left out of feveral commiflions upon the 
fcore of party, in which my predeceflbrs 

time 
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time out of mind have always been mem- 
bers. 

The firft commiflion was made . up of 
about fifty perfons, which were, the lord- 
mayor, aldermen, and fherifFs, . and fome 
few other citizens ; the judges, the two 
archbifhops, the two deans of the city, 
and one or two more gentlemen. And 1 
muft confcfs my opinion, that the diflblv- 
ing the old commiflion, and eftablifliing a 
hew one of near three times the number, 
have been the great caufe of rendering fo 
good a defign not only ufelefs, but a grie-- 
Vance inflead of a benefit to the city. In 
the prefent commiflion all the city clergy 
are included, befides a great number of 
Yquires, not only thofe who refide in Dulh- 
lin and the neighbourhood, but feveral 
who live at a great diftance, and Cannot 
poflibly have the leaft concern for the ad- 
vantage of the city. 

At the few general meetings that I 
have attended fince the new eftablifliment, 
I obferved very little was done except one 
or two ads of extreme juftice, which I 
then thought might as well have been 
Ipared : and I have found the court of 

afliftants 
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afljftants ufually taken up in little wrangles 
about coachmen, or adjufting accounts of 
meal and fmall beer ; which, however ne- 
ceflary, might fometimes have given place 
to matters of much greater moment, I 
mean fome fchemes recommended to the 
general board for anfwering the chief 
ends in ereAing and eftablifliing fuch a 
poor-houle, and endowing it with fo con- 
fiderable a revenue; and the principal end 
I take to have been that of maintaining 
the poor and orphans of the city, where 
the parishes are not able to do it ; and 
clearing the ftreets from all ftrollers, fo- 
reigners, and fturdy beggars, with which 
to the univerfal complaint and admiration 
DublinM more infefted fince the eftablifli- 
ment of the poor-houfe, than it was ever 
known to be fince its firft eredion. 

As the whole fund for fupporting this 
hofpital is raifed only from the inhabitants 
of the city ; fo there can be hardly any 
thing more abfurd than to fee it mifem- 
ployed in maintaining foreign beggars, 
and baftards, or orphans, of farmers, 
whofe country landlords never contributed 
onefhilling towards their fupport. I would 

engage. 
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engage, that half this revenue, if employ-^ 
ed with common care and no very great 
degree of common honefty, would main- 
tain all the real objects of charity in this 
city, except a fmall number of original 
poor in every pariQi, who might, without 
being burthenfome to theparifhipners, £^4 
a tolerable fuppcrt. 

I have for fome years p^ft applied my- 
felf to jeveral lord-mayors, and the late 
archbifhop of DubliUy for a remedy to 
this evil of foreign beggars ; and they all 
appeared ready to receive a very plain 
propofal, I mean that of badging the ori* 
ginal poor of every parifh who begged in 
the Areets ; that the faid beggars mould 
be confined to their own parifhes ; that 
they {hould wear their badges well fown 
upon one of their fhoulders, always vi- 
iible, on pain of being whipped and turn" 
ed out of town ; or whatever legal pu- 
nifliment may be thought proper and ef- 
fedual. But, by the wrong way of think- 
ing in fome clergymen, and the indifie^. 
rence of others, this method was perpetu- 
ally defeated, to their own continual dif" 
quiet, which they do not ill defenre; and 
s if 
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if the grievance afFedied only them, it 
would be of lefs confequence ; becaufe the 
remedy is in their own power : but all 
ftreet-walkers and {hop-keepers bear an 
equal (hare in its hourly vexation. 

I never heard more than one objedion 
againft this expedient of badging the poor, 
and confining their walks to their feveral 
parishes. The objedion was this : What 
fliall we do with the foreign beggars? 
inuft they be left to ftarve ? I anfwered, 
No ; but they muft be driven or whip- 
ped out of town ; and let the next coun- 
try parifli do as they pleafe, or ra- 
ther, after the practice in England^ fend 
them from one parifh to another, until 
they reach their own homes. By the old 
\i.Widi England ^L^m force, every parifli is 
^und to maintain its own poor; and the 
matter isof no fuch confequence in this 
point as fome would make it, whether a 
<:ountry parifli be rich or poor. In the re- 
ifnoter and poorer pariflies of the kingdom 
fiill neceffaries for life proper for poor peo- 
ple are comparatively cheaper ; . I mean 
l>utter-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, and o- 

VoL. Xr. G ther 
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other vegetables ; and every farmer or 
cottager, who is not himfelf a be^ar, can 
fometimes fpare a fup or a morfel, not 
worth the fourth part of a farthing, to att 
indigent neighbour of his own parifh, who 
is difabled from work. A beggar native 
of the parifli is known to the 'fquire, 
to the churcih minifter, tothepopifhprieft, 
or the conventicle teacher, as well as to 
every farmer : he hath generally Ibme re- 
lations able to live, and contribute fbme* 
thing to his maintenance. None of which 
advantages can be reafonably expe<fted on 
a removal to places where he is altogether 
unknown. If he be not quite maimed, 
he and his trull, and litter^ of brats (if he 
has any), may get half their fupport by 
doing fome kind of work in their power, 
and thereby be lels burthenfome to the 
people. In (hort, all neceflaries of life 
grow in the country, and not in cities, 
and are cheaper where they grovv ; nor is 
it equitable that beggars (hould put us to 
the charge of giving them vidtuals, and 
the carriage too. 

But, when the fpirit of wandering takes 
him, attended by his females and their 

equipage 
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fequipage of children, he becomes a nui- 
fance to the whole country ; he and his 
female ace thieve^, and teach the trade 
of ftealing to their brood at four years old ; 
'and, if • his infirmities be counterfeit, it is 
dangerous for a fingle perfon unarmed to 
meet hini on the road. H? wanders from 
one county to another, but ftill with a 
view to this town, whither he arrives at 
lafkiznd enjoys all the privileges of a Du^- 

T do not wonder, that the country . 
'Iquires fliould be very willing to fend up 
their colonies ; but why the city fhould 
be .content to receive them, is beyond my 
imagination. 
* If the city were obliged by their char* 
ter to maintain a thoufand beggars, they 
could do it cheaper by eighty ^^r cenf. a- 
hundred miles off, than in this town, or 
in any of its fuburbs. 

There is no village in Connaught^ that 
in proportion ftiares fo deeply in the daily 
increafing miferies of Irelafid, as its capi- 
tal city ; to which miferies there hardly 
remained any addition, except the perpe- 
tual fwarms of foreign beggars, who 

G 2 might 
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might be banifhed in a month, without 
expence, and with very little trouble. 

As I am perfonally acquainted with a 
great number of ftreet-beggars, I find fomc 
weak attempts have been made in one or 
two parifhes to promote the wearing of 
badges; and my firft queftion to thofe 
who afk an alms is, Where is your badge f 
I have, in feveral years, met with about a 
dozen who were ready to produce them, 
fome out of their pockets, other from 
under their coat, and two or three on 
their fhoulders, only covered with a fort 
of capes, which they could lift up or let 
down upon occafion. They are too lazy to 
work; they are not afraid to fteal, nor 
afliamed to beg ; and yet are too proiid to 
be feen with a badge, as many of them 
have confefled to me, and not a few in 
very injurious terms, particularly the fe- 
males. They all look upon fuch an obli- 
gation as a high indignity done to their 
office. I appeal to all indifferent people, 
whether fuch wretches deferve to be re- 
lieved. As to myfelf, I muft confefs, this 
abfurd infolence hath fo affeded me, that 
for feveral years paft I have not difpofed 

of 
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of one finglc farthing to a ftrcet- beggar, 
nor intend to do fo unti] I fee a better 
regulation J and I have endeavoured to 
perfu^tde all my brother- walkers to fol- 
low jny example, which moft of them 
aflfqre cje they do. For, if beggary be not 
able tQ beat out pride, it cannot deferve 
charity. However, as to perfons in coaches 
and chairs, they bear but little of the per-- 
fecution we fufferi and are willing to leave 
it entirely upon us. 

To fay the truth, there is not a more 

vrndefervipg vicious race of human-kind 

^han the bulk of thofe who are reduced 

to beggary, even in this beggarly coun^ 

try. For as a great part of our public 

oUeries is. originally owing to our own 

faults (but what thofe faults are, I am 

grown by experience too wary to men- 

tionj fo I am confident, that among the 

meaner people nineteen in twenty of thofe 

who are reduced to a ftarving condition, 

did not become fo by what the lawyers 

call the work of God either upon their 

bodies, or goods ; but merely from their 

own idlenefs, attended with all manner 

"G 3 , of 
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of vices, particularly drunkennefs, thieve^ 
ry, and cheating. 

Whoever enquires, as I have frequently 
done, from thofe who have afked me an- 
alms, what was their former courfe of 
life, will find them to have been fervants 
in good families, broken tradefmcJi, :.la- 
bourers, cottagers, and what they cdlL de- 
cayed houfekeepers ; but (to ufe their own 
cant) reduced by lofles and crofles, by 
which nothing can be underftood but 
idlenefs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriftian country 
where people, contrary to the old maxim, 
are the poverty, and not the riches of the 
nation ; fo the blefling of increafe and 
multiply is by us converted into a curfe s 
and, as marriage hath been ever counte- 
nanced in all free countries, fo we fhould 
be lefs miferable if it were difcouragqd- in 
burs, as far as can be confiftent withChri- 
flianity. It is feldom known in Englandy 
that the labourer, the lower mechanick, 
the fervant, or the cottager, thinks of mar- 
rying, until he hath faved up a ftdck of 
money fufficient to carry on his bufinefs ; 
nor takes a wife without a fuitable por- 
tion \ 



.BADGES TO BEGGARS. 87 
tion ; and as feldom fails of making a 
yearfy addition to that ftock, with a.view 
of providing for his children. But in this 
kingdom the cafe is diredly contrary, 
where many thoufand couples are yearly 
married, whofe whole united fortunes, ba- 
ting the rags on their backs, would not 
be fufficient to purcbafe a pint of butter** 
milk for their wedding-fupper, nor have 
any profpedt of fupporting their honour- 
able JiaUhsiX. by fervice or labour, or thieve- 
ry. Nay, their happinefs is often dc^r 
ferred until they find credit to borrow, or 
cunning to fteal, a (hilling to pay their 
popifb prieft, or infamous couple-beggar. 
Surely no miraculous portion of wifdom 
would be required to find fome kind of 
temedy againft this deftrudive evil, or at 
leaft not to draw the confequences of 
it upon our decaying city, the greateft 
part whereof muft of courfe in a few 
years become defolate, or in ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not ab- 
folutely barbarous, parents think them- 
ielves bound by the law of nature and rea- 
fon to make fome provifibn for their chil- 
dren \ but the reafon offered by the inha- 

G 4 bitants 
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bitants of Ireland for marrying is, that 
they may have children to maintain them 
when they grow dd, and unable to work. 
I am informed, that we have been fof 
fome time paft extremely obliged to Eng^ 
land' for one very beneficial branch of 
commerce; for, it feeras, they arc grown 
fo gracious as to tranfmit us continually 
colonics of beggars, in rejtufn for a mil- 
lion of money they receive yearly frean 
hence. That I may give no oifl^aice, I 
pTofefs to mean real Englifit beg^rs in 
the literal meaning of the word^ as it is 
ufually upderftoodbyproteftants. Itfeems 
the juftices of the peace and pari(h-offi- 
cers in the weftern coafts of England 
have a good while followed the trade of 
exporting hither their fupernumerary beg* 
gars, in order to advance the EngUJh pro- 
tellant intereft among us ; and thefe they 
are fo kind to fend over gratis^ and duty- 
free. I have liad the honour more than 
once to attend large cargoes of them from 
Chejler to Dublin: and I was then fo 
ignorant as to give my opinion, that our 
city fliould receive them into Bridewell^ 
and, after a month's reiidence, having been 
2 well 
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well whipt twice a day, fed with bran 
and water, and put to hard labour, they 
ihould be returned honeftly back with 
thanks, as cheap as they came : or, if that 
were not approved of, I propofed, that 
whereas on^ EngUJhman is allowed to be 
of ecjcial intrinfiG value with twelve born 
in 'Ireland^ we fhould in juftice return 
them a dozen for one to difpofe of as they 
pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there 
would be. litde or no damage in confining 
them to their Jeveral parifhes. For in- 
ilance 5 a beggar of the parifh of St. 
Warbormg}^ Sy or any other parifh here, 
if he be an objed of compaflion, hath an 
eqtKd chance to receive his proportion 
of alms- from every charitable hand : be- 
caufe the inhabitants, one or other, 
walk through every ftreet in town, and 
give their alms, without confidering the 
place, wherever they think it may be well 
difpbled of: and thele helps, added to 
what they get in eatables by going from 
houfe to houfe among the gentry and ci' 
tizens, will, without being very burthen- 
feme, be fufficient to keep them alive. 

It 
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It is true, the • poor of the fuburb pa- 
riflies will not have altogether the fame 
advantage, becaufe they are not equally in 
the road of bufinefs and paiTengers : but 
here it is to be confidered, that the beg-> 
gars there have not fb good a title to pub- 
lic charity, becaufe moft of them are 
ftrollers from the country, and compofe a 
principal part of that great nuifance which 
we ought to remove. . ' 

I fhould be apt to think, that few 
things can be more irkfome to a city mi-" 
nifter, than a number of be^ars which 
do not belong to his diftridl, whom he 
hath no obligation to take care of, who 
are no part of his flock, and who take the 
bread out of the mouths of thofe to whom 
it properly belongs. When I menticui this 
abufe to any minifter of a city-parifh, : he 
ufually lays the fault upon the beadles, 
who, he fays, are bribed by the foreiga 
beggars ; and, as thofe beadles often keep 
alehoufes, they find their account in fuch 
cuftomers. This evil might eafily be re- 
medied, if the pariflics would make fome 
fmall addition to the falaries of a beadle^ 
and be more careful jn the choice of thofe 

officers. 
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officers. But I conceive there is one ef- 
fedual method in the power of every mi- 
iufter to put in pradice ; I mean, by mak- 
ing it the intereft of all his own original 
poor to drive out intruders ; for, if the 
parifh beggars were abfolutely forbiddea 
by the mihifter and church officers ta 
fufier flrollers to come into the pariffi, up-, 
on pain of themfelves not. being permitted 
to beg alms at the church-doors, or at the 
houfes and (hops of the inhabitants, they 
would prevent interlopers more efFedually 
than twenty beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of 
the great indifcretion of our city ffiop^ 
keepers, who fuffer their doors to be daily 
he£Lcged by crowds of beggars (as the 
gates of a lord are by duns), to the great 
diiguil and vexation of many cuftomers, 
whom I have frequently obferved to go 
to other (hops, rather than fuiFer fuch a 
perfecution ; which might ealily be avoid? 
ed, if no foreign beggars were allowed to 
infcft them. . ■> 

Wherefore I do afiert, that the (hop* 
keepers, who arc the greateft complainers 
of thk grievance, lamenting that for every 

cuftomer 
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euftomer they are worried by fifty beg-- 
gars, do very well deferve what they iuf- 
fer, when a 'prentice with a horfe-whip is 
able to ia(h every beggar firom the {hop, 
who is not of the pariOi, and doth opt 
wear the badge of that parifh on his 
fhoulder, well faflened, and fairly vifible ; 
and if this pradice were univerfal in every 
houfe to all the fturdy vagrants, we 
fhould in a few weeks clear the towa of 
all mendicants, except thofe who have a 
proper title to our charity: as for the 
aged and infirm, it would be fufficient to 
give them nothing, and then they muft 
ftarvc, or follow their brethren. » 

It was the city that firft endowed this 
hofpital ; and thofe who afterwards, coiii' 
tributed, as they were fuch who generally 
inhabited here, fo they intended what they 
gave to be for the ufe of the city's poor. 
The revenues, which have fince been railV 
ed by parliament, are wholly paid by the 
city, without the leaft charge upon any 
other part of the kingdom ; and therefore 
nothing could more defeat the original 
defign, than to mifapply thofe revenues 
on trolling beggars or l^ftards from the 

country, 
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country, which bears no (hare in the 
charges we are at. 

If fonlie of the out-parifhes be over- 
burthened with poor, the reafonmuft be^ 
that the greateft part of thofe poor arc 
flroUers from the country, who neftle 
themfelves where th^ can find the cheap- 
eft k)dgings, and from thence infeft every 
part of the town, out of which they 
ought to be whipp'd as a moft infuffer- 
ablc nuifahce, being nothing elfe but a 
profligate clan of thieves, drunkards, hea- 
thens, and whoremongers, fitter to be 
rooted out of the face of the earth, than 
fuffered to levy a vaft annual tax upon the 
city, which fhares too deep in the public 
miferies brought on us by the oppreflions 
we lie under from our neighbours, our 
^brethren, our countrymen, our fellow- 
prOteftants, and fellow-fubjeds. 

Some time ago I was appointed one 
of a committee to enquire into the itate 
of the work-houfe ; where we found that a 
charity was bellowed by a great perfon 
for a certain time,, which in its confe- 
quences operated very mucih to the de- 
triment of the houfe^ for, when the time 

was 
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was elapfed, all thofe who were fupported 
by that charity continued on the lame 
• foot with the reft on the foundation ; and, 
being generally a pack of profligate, va^ 
gabond wretches from feveral parts of thfe 
kingdom, corrupted all the reft; fo par- 
tial, or treacherous, or interefted, or ig- 
norant, or.miftaken, are generally all re- 
commenders, not only to employments, 
but even to charity itfelf. 

I know it is complained, that the dif- 
ficulty of driving foreign beggars out of 
the city is charged upon the bellowers (as 
they are called), who find their accounts 
beft in fuffering thofe vagrants to follow 
their trade through every part of the 
town. But this abufe might eafily be re- 
medied, and very much to the advantage 
of the whole city, if better falaries were 
given to thofe who execute that office in 
the feveral parifhes, and would make it 
their intereft to clear the town of thofe 
caterpillars, rather than hazard the lofs of 
an employment that would give them an 
honeft livelihood. But, if that fliould fail, 
yet a general refolution of never giving 
charity to a flreet-beggar out of his own 

parifli, 
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parifllior without a vifible badge, would 
infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

The.re is generally a vagabond fpirit iii 
beggars, which ought to be difcouraged 
attd fcverely puniflied. It is owing to the 
^mecaufes that drove them into poverty; 
I mean, idlenefs, drunkennefs, and raOi 
marriages without the leaft profpe(a of 
fupportinga family by honeft endeavours, 
which never came into their thoughts. It 
is obferved, that hardly one beggar in 
twenty looks upon himfelf to be relieved 
by receiving bread, or other food 5 and 
they have in this town been frequently 
feen to pour out of their pitchers good 
broth, that hath been given them, into the 
kennel ; neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unlefs to fell them ; for their 
rags are part of their tools with which 
they work : They want only ale, brandy, 
and other ftrong liquors, which cannot 
be had without money : and money, as 
they conceive, always abounds in the me- 
tropolis. 

I had 'fome other thoughts to offer up- 
on this fubjeft. But as I am a defponder 
in my nature, and have tolerably well 

difcovered 
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dUcovered the difpofltion of our peopk} 
who never will move a ftep towards eafing 
themfelves from any one £ngle grievance y 
it will be thought, that 4. have already 
iaid too much, and to litde or no pur- 
pofe, which hath often been die fate or 
fortune of the writer. 
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S my life hath been chiefly fpent ih 
^ confulting the honour and v^^elfare 
ny country for more than forty years 
, not without anfvvefable fuccefs, if 
world ' arid rpy friends have not flat- 
i me ; fo there is nO point wherein 
ve fo much laboured^ as that of im- 
ing and poliftiilg all parts of conver- 
n between perfons of quality, whether 

meet by accident or invitation, at 
Is, tea, or vifitj, marnings, noons^ or 
ings. 

have pafled perhaps more time than 
other man of my age and country in 

This trcatife appears to- of quaint phrafes picked, up 

been writtcnvv'ith the by rote either from ihe living 

Mcw, as the tritical e[piy or the dead, and applied upon 

faculties of the mindy every occafion to conceal i*- 

•on a more general plan: norar.ce or itupidir.v, or to 

dicule, which is there prevent tlie labour of thoughts 

icd to licerary compoii- to produce native fcntiment^ 

s heie extended to con- and combine fuch words as 

ion/'but its object is the will precrfciy cxprefs it, 
in both ; the repetition 

H 2 vifiti 



7 r::nry(i o 



ICQ INTRODUCTION, 
vitits and aflemblies, where the pcfite 
penfons of both fexes diftinguiih them- 
felves ; and could not without much gri^ 
obferve how frequently both gentlexnen 
and ladies are at a lofs for queftions, an- ' 
fwers, replies, and rejoinders* However^ " 
my concern was much abated^ when I 
found that the& defedEts were not occafioop 
ed by any want of materials, but becauie 
thofe materiak were not in every haod : 
for idftance, one lady can give an aniwer 
better than a&. a queftion: oik, gentle- 
man is happy at a reply ; another excels 
in a rejoin^r : one can revive alangiudi- 
iog copverfatjon by a fudden furprizing 
fentence; anotW is mpredextesous in fe- 
conding^ a third can fill up the gap with 
laughing, of commending what has been: 
f^id : thus frelK hints may be ftarted^ and 
the ball o£ the difcourfe kept up. 

But alas I tUis is too feldom the cale^ 
even in the mofl feled companies. How 
often do we fee at court, at public vifit- 
ing-days, at great men's levees,, and othec 
places of general meeting, that the Gon»' 
verfation falls and drops to nothing, like a 
fire without fupply of fuel ! This is what 

we 
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we all ought to lament ; and againf^ this 
dangerous evil I take upon me to affirm, 
tiiat I have ia the following papers pro- 
vided an infaliible remedy. 

It ^Vas in' the year 1695, and the 
fixtb of his late majefty King William 
the Third of ever glorious and immortal 
tDcmbff, who refcued three kingdoms 
from popery and flavery, when, being a- 
bout the age of fix-and-thirty, my judg- 
ment mature, of good reputation in the 
wbrrd, and well acquainted with the beft 
iariiilies in town, I determined to fpend 
fivfe 'mornings, to dine four times, pafs 
tiiree afternoons, and fix evenings every 
week, in the houfes of the moft polite fa- 
milies^of which I would confine myfelf 
tb fifty ; only changing as the maimers or 
ladies died, or left the town, or grew out of 
vogue, or funk in their fortunes, or (which 
to me was of the higheft moment) be- 
csLtne difaffeded to the government; 
which pradice I have followed ever fince 
to this very day ; except when I happened 
to be fick, or in the fpleen upon cloudy 
weather ; and except when I entertained 

fj 3 f'^wr 
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four of each fex at my own lodgings: once 

i[i a month, by way of retaliation^ 

I always kept a large table-book in my 
pocket; and as foon as I left the com- 
pany, I immediately entered the choiceft 
expredions that pafled during the vifit; 
which, returning home, I tranfcribed in 
a fair hand, but fomewhat enlarged ; ^ and 
had made the greateft part of my collec- 
tion in twelve years, but not digefted in- 
to any method ; for this I found was a 
work of infinite labour, and what re- 
quired the niceft judgment, and confe- 
quently could not be brought to any de- 
gree (if perfedion in Ipfs than fixieen year? 
more. 

herein I refolved to exceed the advice 
oi Horace^ 2L Roman poet, w;hich I have 
read in Mr. Creech's admirable tranflation ; 
that an author fhould keep his works 
nine years in his clofet, before he ventured 
to publiih them: and finding that I;ftiil 
received fome additional 'flowers of wit 
pnd langnnge^ although in a very fmall 
pumber, I determined to defer the publi- 
prion, ttf pqrfue my defign, and exhauft 
(\i poirible) the whole fubjed-, that I 



mi2;ht 
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might prefent a complete fyftem to the 
«^orld ; for I. am convinced by long ex- 
?ertence, that the'criticks will be as fevere 
is their old envy againft me can make 
hem: Iforefee they will obje<fl, that I 
lave inferted many anfwers and replies 
vhich are neither witty, humorous, po- 
ite, nor authentic ; and have omitted o- 
hers that woujd have been highly ufeful, 
ts well as entertaining. But let them come 
particulars, and I will boldly engage to 
:onfute their malice. 

JFor thefe laft fix or feven years I have 
ibt been able to add above nine valuable 
bfttences to enrich my colledibn : from 
s'hence I conclude, that what remains will 
mount only to a trifle. However, if, af- 
sr the publication of this work, any lady 
ir gentleman, when they have read it, 
ball find the leaft thing of importance o- 
aitted, I defire they will pleafe to fupply 
ny defers by communicating to me their 
liicoveries; and their letters may be 
lireded to Simon WAGSTAFFjEfq; at 
lis lodgings next door to the GIouce/ieT- 
wol in St. 'James Srfircet (paying the 
loftage). In return of which favour, I 

H 4 fhall 
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{ha}l make honourable mention of their 
names in a (hort preface to the fecond fif 
ditipn. 

In the mean time, I cannot but with 
fome pride, and much pleafure, congra- 
tulate with my dear country, which hath 
outdone all the nations of Europ^y in 2^ 
vancing the whole art of converf^don to 
the greatt jl height it is capable of reach- 
ing ; and therefwe, being entirely con? 
vinced that the coUedion I now offer to 
the publick is.full and complete* I may 
at the fame time boldly affirm, that the 
whole, genius, humour, politehefs, and ¥- 
Joquence of England are fummed up ia 
it : nor is the treafure fmall, wherein are 
to be found at leaft a thoufand ihining 
queftions, anfwers, repartees, replies |U|d 
rejoinders, £itted to adorn every kind of 
difcourfe that an ailembly oi Englijbhr 
dies and gentlemen, met together for their 
fnutual entertainmf^nt, can poiBbly want : 
cfpecially when the feveral flowers Oiall be 
fet off and improved by the fpeakers, with 
(every circumftance of preface and circum- 
locution, in proper terms; arid attended 
jf'ith praifc, laughter or admiration. . 

There 
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There is a natural, involuntary diftor- 
ttoQ of the mufcles, which is the anato-r 
mical caufe of laughter .• but there is an- 
ethtr caufe of laughter which decency re- 
qi^jres, and is the undoubted mark of a 
; good tafte, as well as of a polite obliging 
behaviour; neither is this to be acquired 
without much obfervation, long pradJicc, 
gnd a found judgment ; I did therefore 
once intend, for the eafe of the learner, 
to /et down in all parts of the following 
dialogues certain marks, afteriiks, or mtih 
kenes [in Englijb, mark-^eUsJy after moft 
tqueftions, and every reply or anfwer ; di^ 
ceding exafily the moment when one, 
^o, or all the company are to laugh : 
)Mst having duly conf^dered, that this ex- 
pedient would too mi|ch enlarge the bulk 
of the volume, andconfequently the price; 
tnd Ukewife that Something ought to be 
left for in^nious readers to find out, I 
bayc determined to leave that whole af- 
fair, although of great importance, to their 
own difcretioh. 

The reader muft learn by all means to 
diftinguifh between proverbs and thole 
polity fpeeches which beaytify converfa- 

lion . 
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tion : for, as to the former, I utterly re- 
jed: them out of all ingenious difcourfe. 
I acknowledge 'indeed, that there may 
poflibly be found in this treatife a few 
fayings, among fo great a number of fmart 
turns of wit and humour as I have pro- 
duced, which have a proverbial air: how- 
ever, I hope it will be confidered, that 
even thefe were not- originally proverbs, 
but the genuine produdlions of fuperior 
wits, to embellifli and fupport converfa- 
tion ; from whence, with great impro- 
priety as well as pbgiarifm (if you will 
forgive a hard word), they have moft in- 
jurioufly been transferred into proverbial 
maxims ; and therefore in juftice ought to 
be refumed out of vulgar hands, to adorn ^ 
the drawing-rooms of princes both male 
and female, the levees of great miniflers, 
as well as the toilet and tea-table of the 
kdies. 

I can faithfully affure the reader, that 
there is not one fingle witty phrafe in this 
whole colledion, which hath not received 
the ftamp and approbation of at leaft one 
hundred years, and how much longer it 
is hard to determinei he may therefore 

be 
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be fecure to find them all genuine, fter- 
ling, and authentic. 

But, before this elaborate treatife can bcr 
come of univerfal ufe and ornament to my 
native country, two points, that will re- 
quire time and much application, are ab- 
folutely neceflary. 

For, firft, whatever perfon would a- 
fpire to be completely witty, fmart, hu- 
morous, and polite, muft by hard labour 
be able to retain in his memory every fin- . 
gle fentence contained in this work, fo as 
never to be once at a lofs in applying the 
right anfwers, queftions, repartees, and the 
like, immediately, and without ftudy or 
hefitation. 

And, fecbndly, after a lady or gentle- 
man hath fo well overcome this difficulty 
as never to be at a lofs upon any emer-, 
gency, the true management of every fea- 
ture, and almoft of every limb, is equally 
neceflary ; without which an infinite num- 
ber of abfurdities will inevitably enfue. 
For inftance, there is hardly a polite fen- 
tence in the following dialogues, which 
doth not abfolutely require fome peculiar 
graceful motion in the eyes, or nofe, or 
mouth, or forehead, or chin, or fuirablc 



tr^<" 
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tofs of the head, with certain offices af- 
figned to each hand ; and in ladies, the 
whole exercife of the fan, fitted to the 
energy of every word they deliver ; by no 
means omitting the various turns and ca- 
dence of the voice, the twiftings, and 
movements, and different poftures of the 
body, the feveral kinds and gradations 'of 
laughter, which- the ladieis muft daily prac- 
tife by the looking- glafs, and eonfult op- 
'on them with their waiting-maids. 

My readers will foon obfervc what a 
great compafs of real and ufeful knofvN- 
ledge this fcience includes; wherein, 'air 
though nature, affifted by genius, tnay 
be very inft'rumtntal, yet a ftrong me* 
mory aftd conftant application, together 
with example and precept, will be highly 
neceflary. For thefe reafons -I.-have oftett 
wiflied, that certain male and female in- 
flruddrs, perfedly verfed in this fcience, 
would kt upfchools for the inftru<ftionof 
young ladies and gentlemen therein. • 

I remember, about thirty years kg&, 
there was a Bohetman woman, bf that fpe- 
cies commonly known by the namei '«f 
gvpjtes, who came over hither from France^ 

and 
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and generally attended Isaac the dancing- 
mafter, when he was teaching his art to 
miiles of quality j and while the young 
ladies were thus employed, the Bohemiany 
(landing at Tome diftance, but full in thek- 
^ght, aded before them all proper airs, 
and heavings of the head, and motions of 
tiie hands, and twiftings of the body ; 
whereof you may ftill obferve the good 
^csBEeds in feveral of our elder ladies. 

After the lame manner, it were much 
to be de£red, that fome expert gentle- 
women gone to decay would fet up 
pubUc ^hools, wherein young girls of 
^ality, or great fortunes, might firfl be 
taught to repeat this following lyftem of 
ecmveriation, which I have been at fo much 
pains to compile; and then to adapt e^ery 
feature' of their countenances, every turn 
of their bands, every fcrcwingof their bo- 
<Mgs*, every cxercife of their fans, to the huh 
liiour oC^e fentences they hear or deliver 
m converlatton. But above all to inilrud 
^h^m i« every fpecies and degree of laughing 
in th€^ proper fealcms, at their own wit or that 
of the. company. And, if the fons of the 
nobility and' gentry, infiead of being fent 

ta 
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to common fchools, or put into the hands 
of tutors at home, to learn nothing btft 
words, were configned to able inftruftors 
in the fame art, I cannot find what ufe 
there , could be of books, except in the 
hands of thofe who are to make learning 
their trade, which is below the dignity of 
perfons born to titles or eflates^ 

It would be another infinite advantage*, 
that by cultivating this fcienee we fhould 
wholly avoid the vexations and imperti- 
nence of pedants, who afFed to talk in a 
language not to be underftood ; and when- 
ever a polite perfon offers accidentally tb 
\i{c any of their jargon-terms, have tl?e 
prefumption to laugh at us for pronoun- 
cing thofe words in a genteeler manner. 
Whereas, I do here affirm, that, whenever 
any fine gentleman or lady condefcends 
to let a hard word pafs.out of their mouths, 
every fyllable is fmoothed and poliflied in 
the paflage ; and it is a true mark of po- 
litenefs, both in writing and reading, to 
vary the orthography as well as the found j 
becauie we are infinitely better judges of 
what will pleafe a difl;inguifliing ear than 
thofe who call themfelves fcholars can 
7 pofllbly 
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poifibly be ; who, .confequently, ought to 
coixedl their books, and manner of pro- 
nouncing, by the authority of our ex- 
ample, from, whofe lips they proceed with 
infinitely more beauty and fignificancy. 

But, in the mean time, until fo great, 
foufeful, and fo neceflary a defign can be 
put in execution (which, confidering the 
good difpofition of our country at pre- 
fent, I fliall not defpair of living to fee), 
let me recommend the following treatife 
to be carried about as a pocket-compa- 
nion, by all gentlemen^and ladies, when 
they are going to vifit, or dine, or drink 
tea; ,or where they happen to pafs .the 
evening without cards (as I have fome- 
times known It to be the cafe upon dif- 
appointments or accidents unforefeen); de- 
firing they would read their feveral parts 
in their chairs or coaches, to prepare 
themfelves for every kind of converfation 
that can poflibly happen. 

Although I have, in juftice to my 
country, allowed the genius of pur people 
to excel that of any other nation upon 
earth, and have confirmed this truth by 
an argument not to be controuled, I 

mean. 
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mean, by producing Co great a numbtf 
of witty fentences in the enfuing dia- 
logueS) all of undoubted authority, as 
well as of our own produdiony yet I muft 
confefs at the fame time, that we are 
wholly indebted for them to our ancef- 
tors; at lead, for as long as my memory 
reacheth, I do not recollect one n^ 
phrafe of importance to have been, added } 
which defed in us moderns I take to hav^ 
been occafioned by the introdu^on of 
cant- words iiithe reign of King Charles 
the Second. And thofe have (a often va- 
ried, that hardly one of them^ of above a 
year's flanding, is now intelligible; not 
any where to be found, excepting a finall 
number ftrewed here and there in the co> 
medies and other fantadic writings of 
that age. 

The honourable colonel Jauzs Gra* 
MAM, my old friend and companion, did 
likewife, towards the end oi the &.me 
reign, invent a let of words and phraies^ 
which continued almoft to the time of hi» 
death. But, as thefe terms of art were ad- 
apted only to courts and politicians, and 
extended little further than among hi» 

partir* 
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pardcukr acquaintance (of whom I had 
the honour to be one) they arc now al- 
moft foFgotttn. 

Nor did the late D. of i?-^— and E. 
of ^ — fudceed ranch better, although 
they, proceeded no further thati finglc 
words ; whereof, except tej bamboozlei 
and one or two niorej the whole vocabu- 
lary is antiquated. 

The fame fate hath already attended 
thoie other town-wits, who furnifli us with 
a^rieat variety of new terms, which are 
annually changed) and thofe of the laft 
feafon funk in oblivion. Of theie I was 
once favoured with a complete lift by 
the- right honourable the lord and lady 
H ■ , with which I made a confiddr- 
able figure one fummer in the country ; 
but returning up to town in winter, and 
venturing to produce them again, I was 
partly hooted, and partly not underftood. 

The only invention of late years, which 
hath anyway contributed towards pofite- 
ne6 iu'difcourfe, is that of abbreviating 
or reducing words of many fyllables into 
one, by lopping off the reft. This refine- 
ment having begun about the time of 

-Vol. XL I the 
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the Revolutiottt I had fome fhare in the 
honour of promoting it ; and I obierve 
to my great fatisfadion, that it makes dai- 
ly advancements, and I hope in time, wiU 
raife our language to the utmofl: perfec- 
tion; although I muft confefs, to avoid 
obfcurity, I have been very fpiring of this 
ornament in the following dialogues. 

But, as for phrafes invented to culti- 
vate converfation, I defy all the clubs of 
coffee- houfes in this town to invent a new 
one, equal in wit, humour, fmartnefs, or 
j)olitenefs, to the very worft of my ietf; 
which clearly fhews, either that we are 
much degenerated, or that the whole flock 
of materials hath been already employed. 
I would willingly hope, as I do confi- 
dently believe, the latter; becaufe^ having 
myfelf for feveral months racked my in- 
vention to enrich this treafure (if poHihle) 
with fome additions of my own (wjbich 
however fhould have been printed in a 
different charader, that I might not be 
charged with impofingupon the publick), 
and having (hewn them to fome judicious 
friends, they dealt very fincerely with me, 
all unanimoufly agreeing that mine were 

infinitely 
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infinitely below the true old helps to dif- 
couife drawn up in my prefent collec- 
tion,' and confirmed their bpiriion with 
-reafbns, by which I was perfe<9;ly con- 
vinced as well as aOiamed of my great 
prcfumptiorti 

But I lately met a much ftronger ar- 
gument to confirm me in the fame fcnti- 
ments : for, as the great bifliop Burnet* 
of Salj/hufy mforms us, in the preface to 
his admirable Hifiory of his own Times j 
that he intended to employ himfelf in 
poIilObing it every day of his life (and in- 
deed in its kind it is almoft equally po- 
HHied with this work of mine), fo it hath 
been my conftant bufinefs for fom'e years 
tpafk to examine, with the utmoft ftrid- 
nefs, whether I could poffibly find the 
fmalleft lapfe in ftyle or propriety through 
my whole colle<9;ion, that, in emulation 
with the bifhop, I might fend it abroad as 
the moft finifhed piece of the age. 

It happened oiie day, as I was dining 
in good company of both fexes, and watch- 
ing according to my cuftom for new ma- 
terials wherewith to fill my pocket-book, 
-Ifuccecded well enough till after dinner, 

I 2 when 
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when the ladies retired to their tea, and 
left us over a bottle of wine. But I found 
we were not able to furnifh any more ma- 
terials that were worth the pains of tran- 
fcribing : for the difcourf^ of the com- 
pany was all degenerated into fmart fay-. 
ings of their own invention, and not of 
the true old ftandard ; fo that in abfe- 
lute defpair I withdrew, and went to at- 
tend the ladies at their tea : from whence 
Idid then conclude, and ftill continue to 
believe, either that wine doth not inf{Hie 
politenefs, or that our fex is not. able .to 
fupport it without the company of wO^ 
men, who never fail to lead us into, the 
right way, and there to keep us. V 

It much increafeth the value of theib 
apophthegins, that unto them we owe the 
continuance of our language for JatJeaft 
an hundred years ; neither is this to be 
wondered at, becaufe indeed, befides the 
fmartnefs of the wit, and fioenefsof the 
raillery, fuch is the propriety and energy^ 
of expreflion in them all, that they n^veC 
can be changed, but to difadvantagc, ac- 
cept in the circumftance of ufing abl»:e— 
viations : which however I do not de- 
fpair. 
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fpair in due time to fee introduced, hav- 
ing, already met them at fome of the 
choice companies in town. 

Although this work be calculated for 
all perfons of quality and fortune of both 
fcxes; yet the reader may perceive, that 
my particular view was to the officers of 
the m'tny^ the gentlemen of the inns of 
court, and of both the univerfities; to 
all courtiersy male and female, but prin- 
cipally to the maids of honour^ of whom 
I have been perfonally acquainted with 
two and twenty fetts, all excelling in this 
noble endowment; till, for fome years 
pail, I know not how, they came to de- 
generate into felling oi bargains zndfree' 
thinking ; not that I am againfl either of 
thefc entertainments at proper feafons in 
comptiance with company, who may want 
A tafte for more exalted difcourfe, whofe 
mertiories may be fhort, who arc too 
young to be perfect in their lefTons, or 
(although it Be hard to conceive) who have 
no inclination to read and learn my in- 
ftru^Honis. And befides, there is a flrong 
temiptation f6r court ladies to fall into the 
two amufements aboye-meationed, that 
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tKey may avoid the cenfurc of aifeding 
fingularity againft'^ the general current 
and faOiion of all about them : but how- 
ever, no man will pretend to affirm that 
either bargains or blafphemy^ which are 
the principal ornaments <dl free-thinkings 
are fo good a fund of polite difcourfe, as 
what is to be met with in my colledtion. ' 
For as to bargains^ few of them feem 
to be excellent in their kind, and have 
not much variety, becaufe they all ter- 
minate in^^ne fingle point ; and to mul-,. 
tiply them would require more invention 
than people have to fpare. And as to 
blafphemy or free-thinkings I have known 
fome fcrupulous perfons of both fexes, 
who by a prejudiced education are a-^ 
fraid of fprights. I muft however except 
the maids of honour ^ who have been fully 
convinced by a famous court-chaplain^ 
that there is nofuch place as hell. 

I cannot indeed controvert the law* 
fulnefs oi free-thinkings becaufe it hath 
been univerfally allowed, that thought Is 
free. But however, although it may af- 
ford a large field of matter, yet in my 
poor opinion it fccms to contain very little 
• of 
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' wit or humour ; becaufe it hath not 
en ancient enough among us to furniih 
aUiOied authentic expreflions, I mean 
::h as muft receive a fandbion from the 
lite world, before their authority can 
allowed ; neither was the art oiblaf- 
zmy or free-thinking invented by the 
urt, or byperfons of great quality^ who 
>perly fpeaking were patrons rather 
m inventors of it,; but firft brought 
by the fanatic faction towards the 
i of their power, and after the Refto- 
ion carried to Whitehall by the coii- 
ted rumpers, with very good reafon ; 
:aufe they knew, that King Charles 
r Second, from a wrong education, 
rafioned by the troubles of his fa- 
•r, had time enough to oblerve, that 
atic enthufiafm diredly led to atheifm, 
ich agreed with the diflblute in- 
lations of his youth ; and perhaps 
:fe principles were further cultivated in 
a by the French Hugonots, who have 
:n often charged with fpreading them 
iong us : however, I cannot fee where 
ineceffity lies of introducing new and 
eign topicks for converfetion, while we 
I 4 have 



no INTRODUCTION, 
havefo plentiful a ftock of our owa 
growth. 

I have likewife, for fomc rcafons of e- 
qual weight, been very fparing in doubk 
enundres : becaufe they often put ladies 
upon affeded conftraints and affcded . 
ignorance. In fhort, they break, or very 
much entiangle, the thread of di^courfe} 
neither am I rtiafter of any rules to fctde 
the difconcerted countenances of the fe-' 
males in fuch a juncture ; I can tbere'^ 
fore, only allow innuendos of this kind to 
be delivered in whifpers, and only to 
young ladies under twenty, who being io 
honour obliged to bluQi, it may produce 
a new fubje<3: for difcourfe. 

Perhaps the criticks may accufe me of 
a dcfed in my following fy ft em of Polity 
Converfatim ; that th(?re is one great or- 
nament of difcourfe, whereof I have not 
produced a . fingle example ; which iU' 
deed I purpofely omitted, for fome rea- 
fons that f ihall immediately offer ; an3» 
if thoiJb reafons will not latisfy the mal^ 
part of my gentle readers, the defe£k m»y 
be fupplied in fomc manner by an ap.pei^'' 
dix tp- the fecond edition ; which appef^^ 

d*^ 
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dix fhall be printed by itfelf, and fold for 
Jix-pencey flitched, and with a marble co- 
ver, that my readers may have no occafion 
to complain of being defrauded. 

The defed I mean is, my not having 
ioferted into the body of my book, all 
the oaths now moil in fafhion for embeU 
lifbing difcourfe; efpecialiy iince it could 
^ve no offence to the clergy ^ who are fel- 
dom or never admitted to thefe polite af- 
femblies. Audit muft be allowed, that 
oaths well choien are not only very ufe- 
ful expletives to matter, but great orna- 
ments of ftyle. 

What I {hall here offer in my own de- 
fence upon this important article will, I 
hope, be fame extenuation of my fault. 

Firfly I reafoned with myfelf, that z. 
juft coUeAion of oaths, repeated as often 
as the fafliion requires, muft have eiilarg- 
ed this volume at leaft to double the 
bulk ; whereby it would not only double the 
charge, but likewife make the volume 
kfe commodious for pocket-carriage. 

Secondly y I have been affured t^y fome 

judicious friends, that themfelves have 

known certain ladies to take offence 

5 (whether 
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(whether fefioufly or no) at too great a 
profufion of curfing and fwearing, evea 
when that kind of ornament was not im- 
properly introduced; which, I c&nfe(s, 
did ftartle me not a little, having ^cvet 
obferved the like in the compafs of my- 
own feveral acquaintance, at lead for 
twenty years paft. However, I was forced 
to fubmit to wifer judgments than my 
own. ^ 

Thifdly^ as this moft ufeful treatise is 
calculated for all future times, I confi- 
dered, in this maturity of my age, how 
great a variety of oaths I have heard i6n.ce 
I began to ftudy the world, and to know 
men and manners. And here I found it 
to be true, what I have read in an ancient 
poet : 

For now-a-days men change their oathsy 
As often as they change their chaths* 

In fliort, oaths are the children of fa- 
fhbn ; they areinfomefenfealmoftannuals, 
like what I obferved before of cant-words; 
and I myfelf can remember about forty 
different fetts. The old ftock-oaths, I am 
confident, do not amount to above forty- 
five. 
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ive, or fifty at moft ; but the way of 
lingling and compounding them is al* 
!)oft as various as that oi the alphabet. 

Sir John Perrot was the firft man 
f quality, whom I find upon record to 
ave fworn by God's wounds^ He lived 
1 the reign of Q^ Elizabeth, and was 
jppofed to have been a natural Ton of 
Ienry the Eighth, who might alfo pro- 
ably have been his inftruftor. This oath 
ideed ilill continues, and is a ftpck-oath 
3 this day ; fo do feveral others that have 
:ept their natural fimplicity : but infi- 
litely the greater number hath been fo 
irequently changed and diflocated, that, 
Fthe inventors were now alive, they could 
lardly underAand them. 

Upon thefe confiderations I began to 
ipprehend, that, if I (hould infert all the 
)aths that are now current, my book 
vould be out of vogue with the firli 
:hange of fafhion, and grow as ufelefs as 
111 old didionary : whereas the cafe is 
juite otherwife with my collodion of 
polite difcourfe; which, as I before ob* 
foved, hath defcended by tradition for 
9,t lead an hundred years, without any 

change 
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change in the phrafeology. I thereforcdcter- 
mined with myfelf to leave out the wh<^ 
iyflem of fwearing; becaufe both the 
male and female oaths are all perfedly^ 
well known and difl:ingi)i(hed ; new ones 
are eailly learnt, and with a moderate 
fiiaxe of difcretion maybe properly ap- 
plied on every fit occafion. However, I 
mud here .upon this article of fwearing 
moft earneftly recommend to my male 
readers, that they would pleafe a little to 
ftudy variety. For it is the opinion of our 
moft refined fwearers, that the fame oath 
or curfe cannot, confiftently with true por 
litenefs, be repeated above nine times in 
the fame company by the fame perfon 
and at one fitting. ^ 

I am far from defiring, or expeaing, 
that all the polite and ingenious fpieeches 
contained in this work fhould, in the ge-- 
neral converfation between ladies and 
gentlemen, come in fo quick and fo cloie 
as I have here delivered them. By no 
means : on the contrary, they ought to 
-be hulbanded better, and fpread much 
thinner. Nor do I make the leaft qucf- 
tion, but that, by a difcrei^t and thrifty 

manage- 
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management, they may fcrve for the en- 
tertainment of a whole year to any per- 
fon, who does not make too long or too 
frequent vifits in the fame family. The 
flowCTs of wit, fancy, wifdom, humour, 
and^politencfs, fcattered in this volume, 
amount to one thqufand feventy and four. 
Allowing then to every gentleman and 
lady thirty viGting families, (not infifting 
upon fradions), there will want but little 
c^ an hundred polite queftions, anfwers, 
rq)lies, rejoinders, repartees, and remarks, . 
to be daily delivered frefh in every com- 
pany for twelve folar months ; and even 
this is a. higher pitch of delicacy than the 
world iniifts on, or hath reafon to expe<^. 
But I ain altc^ether for exalting this ici- 
encc to its utmoft perfedion. 

It may be objected, that the publication 
df my book may in a long courfe of time 
proftitute this noble art tomean and vul- 
gar people ; but I anfwer, that it is not 
jo eafy an acquirement as a few ignorant 
pretenders may imagine. A footman can 
{wear, but be cannot Iwear like a lord. 
He can fwear as often ; but can he fwcar 
with equal delicacy ,s propriety, and judg- 
ment? 
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ifient ? No, certainly, unlefs he be a lad of 
. fuperior parts, of good memory, a dili- 
gent obfervcTi one who hath a fkilful ear, 
fome knowledge in mulick, and an ex- 
a6l tafte; which hardly fall to the fhafe 
of ope in a thoufand among that frater- 
nity, in as high favour as they now Aand 
with their ladies. .Neither hath one foot- 
man in fix fo fine a genius as to relifli 
and apply thofe exalted fcntences com- 
prifed in this volume, which I offer to the 
world. It is true, I cannot fee that the fame 
ill confequences would follow from the 
waiting-woman, who, if fhe had been 
bred to tead romances, may have fbme 
fmall fubaltern or fecond-band polite- 
nefs; and if fhe conflantly attends the 
tea, and be a good liflener, may in fbme 
years make a tolerable figure, which 
will ferve perhaps to draw in the 
young chaplain or the old fleward. But 
alas ! after all, how can fhe acquire thofe 
hundred graces and motions, and airs, the 
whole military management of the fan, 
the contortions of every mufcular motion 
in the face, the rifings and fallings, the 
quicknefsand flownefs of the voice, with 

the 
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the feveral turns and cadences ; the pro- 
per juodlures of fmiling and frowning, 
how often and how -loud to laugh, when 
to jibe and when to flout, with all the 
other branches of dodrine and dilcipline 
above recited ? 

I am therefore not under the leaft 
apprehenfion, that this art will ever be la 
danger of falling into common hands, 
which requires fo much time, ftudy, 
pradice, and genius, before it arrives to 
perfedion ; and therefore I muft repeat 
my propofal for ereding public fchools, 
provided with the beft and ableft matters 
and miftrefles, at the charge of the na- 
tion. 

I have drawn this work into the form 
of a dialogue, after the pattern of other 
famous writers in hiftory, law, politicks, 
and moft other arts and fciences ; and I 
hope it will have the fame fuccefs : for, 
who can conteft it to be of greater cpnfe- 
quence to the happinefs of thefe king- 
doms than all human knowledge put to- 
giether ? Dialogue is held the beft method 
of inculcating any part of knowledge; 
and I am confident, that public fchools 

will 
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will fbon be founded for teaching wit and 
politenefs, after my fcheme, to young 
people of quality and fortune. I hare de- 
termined next feflions to deliver a peti-" 
tion to the Houfe of Lords, for an acl of 
parliament to iedablifh my book as the 
ilandard Grammar in all the pruicipal 
cities of the kingdom « where this art is to 
be taught by able matters, who are to be 
approved and recommended by me; 
which is no more than Lilly obtained 
only for teaching words in a language 
wholly ufelefs. Neither fhall I be fo far 
wanting to myfelf as not to defire a pa- 
tent, granted of courfe to all ufeful pro^ 
jediors ; I mean, that I may have the fble 
profit of giving a licence to every fchool 
to read my Grammar for fourteen years. 

The reader cannot but obferve what 
pains I have been at in polifliing the ftyle 
of my book to the greateft exadnefs : 
nor have I been lefs diligent in refining 
the ortho^aphy, by fpelling the words in 
the very fame manner as they are pronoun- 
ced by the chief patterns of poUtenefs at 
court, at levees, at aflemblies, at play- 
houfes, at the prime vifiting places, by 

young 
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ydiihg templars, and by gentlemen-com- 
ihoners of both univerflties, who have 
Hved at leaft a twelvemonth in town, 
and kept the bcft company. Of thefe 
fpellings the pubh'ck will meet with ma- 
ny examples in the following book. For 
inftance, cant^ hant^ parity did^nt^ 
coud'nty woudnty isnt^ enty with many 
more ; befides feveral words which fcho- 
lars pretend are derived from Gj'eek and 
Laiiny but now pared into a polite found by 
ladies, officers of the army, courtiers and 
templars, fuch Sisjommetry for geometry, 
verdi for verdiSiy lard for lordy learnen 
for learning ; together with forae abbre- 
viations exquifitely refiped j as, pozz for 
pofitrve', mobb for mobiK\ phizz forpljy- 
Jiognomy ; rep for reputhtio-n ; plenipo for 
plenipotentiary ; incog for incognito ; Irypps, 
or hippoy for hypocondriacs\ bamXpt bam- 
hoozle ; and bamboozle for God kno-uci 
what ; whereby much time is faved, and 
the high road to converfation cut iLort 
by many a mile. 

I have, as it will be apparent, laboured 
very much, and, I hope,' with felicity e- 

K nough,. 
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nough, to make every charader in the 
dialogue agreeable with itfelf to a de- 
gree, that, whenever any judicious per=- 
foB {hall read my book aloud for the en- 
tertainment and inftrudlion of a feledl 
company, he need not fo much as name 
the particular fpeakers ; becaufe all thf 
perfons throughout the feveral fubjeds 
of converfation ftridly obferve a differ- 
ent manner peculiar to their characters, 
which arc of different kinds : but this I 
leave entirely to the prudent and impar- 
tial reader's difcernment. 

Perhaps the very manner of introduc- 
ing the feveral points of wit and humour 
jnay not be lefs entertaining and inftru<9:- 
jng than the matter itfdf. In the latter I 
can pretend to little nlerit; becaufe it 
entirely depends upon memory and the 
happincfs of having kept polite compa- 
ny : but the art ot contriving that thofe 
fpeechcs fl^-ould be introduced naturally, 
as the moft proper fcntiments to be deli- 
vered upon fo great a variety of fubjccls, I 
take to be a talent fomevvhat uncommon, 
and. a labour that few people could, hope 

.. to 
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to fuccecd in, unlefs ' they had a genius 
particularly turned that way, added to a 
fineere difinterefted love of the pub- 
lick. 

Although every curious queftion, fmart 
anfwer, and witty reply be little known to 
many people, yet there is not one fingle 
fentence in the whole colledlion, for which 
I cannot bring moft authentic vouchers, 
whenever I fliall be called : and even 
for fomc expreflions, which to a few nice 
ears may perhaps appear fomewhat grofs, 
I can produce the ftamp of authority 
from colirts, chocolate-houfes, theatres, 
aflemblies^ drawing-rooms, levees, card- 
meetings, balls and mafquerades, from 
perfons of both fexes, and of the higheft 
titles next to royal. However, to fay the 
truth, I have been very fparing in my 
quotations of fuch fentiments that feem 
to be over free ; becaufc, when I began 
my colledlion, fuch kind of coilverfe was 
almoA in its infan^cy, till it was taken in- 
to the protedion of my honoured patro-» 
nefles at ccurt, by whofe countenance 
and fandion it hath begpme a choice; 

K 2 flower 
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flower in the nofegay of wit and polite- 
nefs. 

Some will perhaps object, that, when I 
bring my company to dinner, I meritipii 
too great a variety of diOies, not always 
confident with the art of cookery, 6r pro- 
per for the feafbn of the year, and partr<^ 
the firft courfe mingled with the fecoridj 
befides a failure in politenefs by intro- 
ducing a black pudden to a lord's tajptle, 
and at a great entertainment: but, if \ 
bad omitted the black pudden, I defire 
to know what would have become of that 
- ex quifite reafon given by Mifs Not able 
for not eating it; the world perhips 
might have loft it for ever, and I jQiould 
have been juftly anfwerable for haying 
left it out of my cplleftion. I therefore 
cannot but hope, that fuch hypercritical 
readers will pleafe to confider, my bufi- 
liefs v/as to make fo full and complete a 
body of refined fayings as compad as I 
could, only taking care to produce thera 
in the moft natural and probable man.- 
ner/in order to allure my readers intq^the 
very fubftance^nd marrow of this mo£i:ad~ 
m.rable and neceflary art, 

I am 
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I am heartily forry, and was much dif- 
appointed to £nd, that fo uniyerfal and 
polite an entertainment as Cards hath 
hitherto contributed very little to the en- 
largement of my work. I have fate by 
many hundred times with the utmoft vi- 
gilance, and my table-book ready, with- 
.out being able in eight hours to gather 
matter for one fingle phrafe in my book. 
But this, I think, may be eaiily accounted 
for, by the turbulence and juftling of paf- 
£[ons, upon the various and furprizing 
turns, incidents, revolutions, and events 
of good and evil fortune, that arrive in 
the courfe of a long evening at play ; 
the mind being wholly taken up, and the 
confequences of non-attention fo fatal. 

Play is fupported upon the two great 
pillars of deliberation and a^ion. The 
terms of art are few, prefcribed by law 
and cuftom ; no time allowed for digref- 
fioms or trials of wit. ^adrille in par- 
ticular bears fome refemblance to a Itat.e 
of nature, which- we are told is a ftate of 
war^' wherein every wfoman is againft e- 
yery woman ; the unions fliort, incon- 

K 3 ftant> 
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llant, and fbon broke ^ the league made 
this minute without knowing the ally, 
and diflblved in the next. Thus, at the 
game of quadrille, female brains are al- 
ways employed in ftratagem, or their 
hands in action. Neither can 1 find that 

• 

our art hath gained much by the happy 
revival of mafquerading among us; the 
whole dialogue in thofe meetings being 
fummed up in one (fprightly, I cpnfefs, 
but) fingle queftion, and as Iprightly. ah 
anfwer. Doyouhnowmef Tesyldo. And, 
Do you know mef Tes^ I do: For this 
reafon I did not think it proper to give 
my readers the trouble of introducing ^ 
mafquerade, merely for the fake of Ji iGa- 
gle queftion, and a fingle anfwer ; elpe- 
cially when to perform this in a proper 
manner I muft have brought in a Hun- 
dred perfons together, of both fexes, dreffed 
in fantaftic habits for one minute, and di(^ 
mifs them the next. 

Neither is it reafonable to conceive, 
that our fcience can be much improved 
by mafquerades, where the wit of both 
itxes is altogether taken up in contriving 

lingular 
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(ingular and humourfome difguifes; and 
their thoughts entirely employed in bring- 
ing iiitrigiies arid aflignations of gallantry 
to aji happy conddfion. 

'The judicious reader will readily dif- 
cdVer, that I make Mifs Notable my hc- 
rbiiie, ind Mr. Thomas Neverout roy 
hero. I have laboured both their charac- 
t€rs;With my utmoft ability. It is into their 
mouths that I have put the livelieft qucf-^ 
tions, anfwers, repartees, and rejoinders j 
betaufe my defign was to propofe them 
both ^s patterns for all young batchelors 
^ni^ fingle ladies tp copy after. By which 
i to*pe very foon to fee polite converfa- 
tidn iflourifh between both fexes in a more 
coYi'fuifimate degree of perfection, than 
thcfe kingdoms have yet ever known. 
. .t have drawn fome lines of Sir John 
LVnger's charader, the DerByp'ife 
kriight, on purpofe to place it in coun- 
terview oreontraft with that of the other 
trbrtip^ny ; wherein I can aflure the rea- 
der, that I intended not the leaft reflecT 
tion -upon Derbyfyire^ the place of my 
qativity. But my intention was only to 

K 4. il^evy' 
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fliew the misfortune of thofe perfpns who 
ha.ve the difadvantage to be bred out of 
the circle of politenefs, whereof I takethp 
prcfent limits to extend no further thai^ 
London, and ten miles round ; although 
others are pleafed to confine it within 
the bills of mortality. If you compare the 
(jifcourfes of my gentlemen and ladies 
with thofe- of Sir John, you will hardly 
conceive him to have been bred in the 
fame climate, or under the fame jaws, 
language, religion, or govemmeijt ; and 
accordingly I have introduced him fpeak- 
ing in his own rude dialed, for no other 
rcafon than to teach my fcholars how tq 
avoid it. 

The curious reader will obferye, that 
when converfation gppear§ in danger tq 
flag, which in fome places I have artfully 
contrived, I took care to invpnt fbnie fud- 
den queftipn, or turn of wit, to revive it ; 
luch as tl^efe that follow ; Whatf- J 
think heres a filmt meeting I Comet ma- 
dam, a penny for your thought ; \yith fe- 
deral others of the like fprt. ' I have rcjc<^7 
%A all provincial or country turns of wit 
"^nd fancy, becaufe I am acquainted with 

very 
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very few ; but indeed chiefly, becaufe I 
found them (6 much inferior to thofe at 
court, efpecialjy among the gentlemen 
ufhers, the ladies of thp bed-chamber, 
^nd th(3 maids of honour; I muft alio 
add the hither end of our noble metro- 
polls. 

: When this happy art of polite converf;- 
ing flialj be thoroughly improved, good 
pompany will be no longer peftered with 
dull, dry, tedious ftory-tellers, nor brang- 
Jing dilputers : for a right fcholar of ci- 
pher iex ici our icience will perpetualt}':: 
interrupt them with Ibme fudden furpriz- 
ing piece of wit, that fhall engage all the 
fcompany in a loud laugh ', and if after a 
paufe the grai'e companion refumes his 
thread iij the following manner, ^<f//, 
^ut to go on with my fiory^ new interrup- 
tions com^ from t|ic left and the right, 
till he is forced to give over. 

I have likewifc piade fomc few eflays to- 
^zrdjeiling of bargains^ as well for inftrudl- 
ing thofe who delight in that accomplifh- 
ment, as in compliance with my female 
friends at court. However I have twhfgrt fled 
a }ittle ip this point by doing it in a man- 
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ner fomewhat more rc/erved than it is now 
pradifcd at St. Jameses, At the fame 
time, I can hardly allow this accomplifli- 
ment to pafs properly for a branch of that 
perfed polite converfation, which' makes 
the conftit^nt fubjeft of my treatife; and 
for this I have already given my reafons. 
I have likewile, for further caution, left a 
blank in the critical point of each bar- 
gain, which the fagacious reader may fill 
up in his own mind. 

As to myfelf, I am proud to own-, that 
except fome fmattering in the French I 
am what the pedants and fcholars call 
a man wholly illiterate, that is to fay, un- 
learned. But as to my own language, I 
(hall not readily yield to many perfons. 
I have read moft of the plays, and' all the 
mifcellany poems, that have been publifli- 
ed for twenty years pa ft. I have read M r. 
l%omas Brown's works entire, and had 
the honour to be his intimate friend, who 
was univerfally allowed to be the greateft 
genius of his age. 

Upon what fbot I ftand with the pre- 
fent chief reigning wits, their verfes re- 
commendatory, whicH they have com- 
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tnanded me to prefix before my book, 
will be more than a thoufand witnefles: 
I am, and have been, likewifc oarticular- 
ly acquainted with Mr. Charles GUi.- 
DOJK, Mr. Ward, Mr. Dennis that .ad-* 
mirable critick and poet, and feveral o- 
thers. Each of thefe eminent perfons {I 
mean thofe who are flill alive) have done 
me the honour to read this produdlion 
five times over with^ the ftridelt eye of 
friendly feverity, and propofed fome, al- 
though very few amendments, which I 
gratefully' accepted, and do here public- 
ly return my acknowledgment for fo An- 
gular a favour. 

And 1 cannot conceal without in- 
gratitude, the great afliftance I have re^ 
ceived from thofe two illuftrious writers, 
Mr. QzELL, and captain Stevens. Thefe, 
and fome others of diflinguiflied emi7 
nence, in whole company I have pafled 
Co many agreeable hours, as they have 
been the great refiners of our language, 
fo it hath-beeri "my chief ambition to imi- 
tate them. Let the Popes, the Gays, the 
Arbutjeinots, the Youngs, and the reft 
pf that fnarling brood, burft witbenvy at the 
^ " c ' ' praifes 
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praifes we receive from the " court anil 
kingdom. ' 

But to return from this .digreffion. 
The reader will find, that the follow- 
ing colledion of polite eScpreffions will 
eafily incorporate with all fubjefts of gen- 
teel and fafhionable life. Thofe which 
are proper for morning tea will be equally 
vfeful at the fame entertainment in the 
afternoon, evien in the fame company, on- 
ly by fhifting the feveral queftions, lin- 
fwcrs, and replies into different hands; 
and fuch as are adapted to meals will in- 
differently ferve for dinners or fuppers, 
pnly diftinguifliing between day-light and 
candle light. By this method no diligent 
perfon of a tolerable memory can ever 
be at a lofs. 

It hath been my conftant opinion, tliat 
tevery man, who is intrufted by nature 
with any ufeful talent of the mind, is 
bound by all the ties of honour, and that 
juftice which we all owe our country, to 
propofe to himfelf fome one illuftrious 
a<ftiori to be performed in his life, for the 
public emolument: and I freely confefs 
that fo grand;^ fo important an enterprize 

as 
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as I have undertaken, and executed to 
the beft of my power, well defcrved a 
ipuch abler .hand) as well as a liberal ea- 
couragemcpt, from the crown. However, 
I am bound fo far to acquit myfelf, as to 
declare, that I have pfteri and moll ear- 
neftly intreated feveral of my above-named 
friends, univerfally allowed to be of the 
firft rank, in wit and poHtenefs, that they 
would yndertake a work fo honourable to 
themf^lves, and fo beneficial to the king- 
dom;, but fo great was their roodefty, 
that they all .thought fit to excufe them- 
felves, and impofe the tafk on me, yet 
in fo obliging a manner, and attended 
with fuqh compliments on my poor qua- 
lifications, that I dare not repeat. And^ 
at laft their intreaties, or rather their 
commands, added to that inviolable love 
I bear to the land of my nativity, prevail- 
ed upon me to engage in fo bold an at- 
tempt. 

I may venture to affirm'', without the 
leaft violation of modcfty, that there is no 
man now alive, who hath by many de- ' 
grees fo juft preteiifions as myfelf to the 
iiigheft encouragement from the crown. 
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the parliament^ and the minijiry^ towardi 
bringing this work to its due perfedion. 
I have been affured, that fe vera! great he- 
roes of antiquity were woffhiped sSi 
gods upon the merit of having civiliz^A 
a fierce and barbarous people. It is hl^- 
nifeil I could have no other intention ^ J 
and I dare appeal to my very enemies, 
if fuch a treatife as mine had been pii^- 
lifhed Tome years ago, and with as muci^h 
fuccefs as I am confident this will mc^t, 
I mean, by turning the thoughts of \Sr\t 
whole nobility and gentry to the ftuc^y 
and pradice of polite converfation ; wh-^- 
ther fuch mean ftupid writers as tine 
Craft/man and his abettors could ha^^e 
been able to corrupt the principles of fo 
many hundred thoufand fubjeds, as, "^o 
the fhame and grief of every whiggiC3, 
loyal, and true proteftant heart, it is t<^»o 
manifeft they have done. For I defire tEr^c 
honeft judicious reader to make one r-^" 
mark, That, after having exhaufted t^ie 
whole * in Jickly pay-day (if I may »o 

* This word is fpelt by prefers the polite reiding "fcc- 
Lcfin:Jts, Ennthptrdia ; but fore the peduitic* 
the judicious author wifely 

4, cai/ 



INTRODUCTION. 143 
it) of politenefs and refinement, and 
ifully digefted it into the following 
Dgues, ther? cannot be found one ex-^ 
lion relating to politicks ; that the 
ijlry is never mentioned, nor the word 
;• above twice or thrice, and then only 
he honour of his majefty ; fo very cau- 
is were our wifer anceftors in forming ' 
:s for converfation as never ta^jve of- 
:e to crowned heads, nor interferfe with 
ty difputes in the ftate. And indeed, 
lough there feems to be a clofe re- 
iblance between the two words foUte" 
r and politicks ^ yet no ideas are more 
bnfiftent in their natures. However, 
avoid all appearance of difafFeflion, I 
re taken care to enforce loyalty by an 
inclble argument, drawn from the very 
mtain of this noble fcience, in the fol- 
ving Hiort terms, that ought to .be writ 
gold, Muji is for the king', which un- 
itroulable maxim I took particular care 
introducing in the firft page of my book, 
?reby to iriftil early the beft proteftant 
j?al notions into the min^s of my rea- 
rs. Neither is it merely my own pri- 
.te opinion, that politenefs is the firmeft 

foundation 
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foundation upon. which loyalty can be 
fupported : for thus happily fing» the di- 
vine Mr. Ijlfbalds, or 'theobalds^ in one of 
his birth-day poems: 

I amnofchollard, hut I am polite: 
Therefore be Jure I am no Jacobite. 

Hear likewife to the fame purpofe that 
great mafter of the whole poetic choif} 
our moft illuftrious laureat Mr. Colly 

Gibber : 

Who in his talk cant /peak a polite things 
Will never loyal be to George our king, 

I could produce many more fliining 
pafliges out of our principal poets, of 
both fexes to comfirm this momentous 
truth. From whence I think it may be 
fairly concluded, that whoever can moft 
contribute towards propagating the fcience 
contained in the following fheets through 
the kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ire- 
landi may juftly demard all the favour 
that the wifeft court and moft judicious 
fenate are able to confer on the mbft de- 
l^rving fubjeA. I leave the application ta 
my readers. 

- ThiJ 
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This is the work, which I have beea 
io hardy to attempt, and without the. 
leaft mercenary view. Neither do I doubt 
of fuccceding to my full wifh, except a- 
mong the Tories and their abettors, whp 
being all Jacobites^ and confequently pa-^ 
pijis in their hearts, from a ^yant of true 
tade, or by ftrong afFe<5tation, may per- 
haps refolve not to read my book, chuling 
rather to deny themfelves the pleafure and 
honour of fliining in polite company a - 
ftiong the principal genius's of -both fexes 
throughout the kingdom, than adorn 
their minds with this noble art j and pro- 
bably apprehending (as I confefs nothing 
is more likely to happen) that a true fpi- 
tit of loyalty to the proteftant fucceflion 
fliould fteal in along vvith it. 

If my favourable and gende readers 
could pofllbly conceive the perpetual 
watchings, the numberlefs toils, the fre- 
quent rifings in the night to fet down fe- 
veral ingenious fentences, that I fuddenly 
or accidentally recolleded; and which, 
without my utmoft vigilance, had been 
irrecoverably loft for ever : if they would 
cOnfider vvith ^hat incredible diligence 
• Vol. XI. * L I daily 
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I daily and nightly attended at tho 
houfes where perfdns of both fexes, and 
of the moft diftinguiOied merit, ufed to 
meet and difplay their talents; with what 
attention I liftened to all their difcourfes, 
the better to retain them in my memory ; 
and then at proper feafons withdrew un- 
obferved to enter them in my table-book, 
while the company little fufpe<Sted what 
a noble work I had then in embryo: I 
fay, if all thefe were known to the world, 
I think it would be no great prefurap- , 
tion in me to exped:, at a. proper jundure, 
the public thanks of both houfes of par- 
liament, for the fervice and honour I have 
done to the ivhole nation be my fingle 
pen. 

Although I have never been onc^ 
charged with the leaft tindure of vanity ; 
the reader will, I hope, give me leave tc 
put an eafy queftion : What is become c^ 
all the King of Sweden s vidories ? wher* 
are the fruits of them at this day ; or, o- 
what benefit will they be to poflerity - 
Were not many of his greateft a<^ions ow- 
ing, at leaft in part, to fortune ; were no 
all of them Owing to the valour of hL 

troopsj 
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roops, as much as to his own condudi? 
ould he have conquered the Tolip king,, 
r the Czar of Mufcovy with his fingle 
rm ? Far be it from me to envy or lellen 
le fame he hath acquired ; but, at the 
ime time, I will venture to fay, without 
reach of modefty, that 1, who have a- 
)ne with this right-hand fubdued barba- 
fm, rudenefs, and rufticity ; who have? 
ftabliflied and nxed for ever the whole 
irftem of all true politenefs and refine- 
lent in converfation, fhould think my- 
df moft inhumanely treated by my couri- 
rymen, and would accordingly refent it 
is the higheft indignity, to be put on a le- 
'cl in point of fame in after-ages with 
i^HARLES the Twelfth late ^m^oi Sweden 4 
And yet, fo incurable is the love of de- 
adion, perhaps beyond what the chari- 
;ble reader will eafily believe, that I 
lye been aflured by more than one cre- 
ble perfon, how fome of my enemies 
ive induflrioufly whilpered about, that 
le Isaac Newton, an inftrument-ma* 
er, formerly living neat Leicefler-' 
eidsy and afterwards a workman in the 
flint at the Tower, might poflibly pre- 

L 2 tend 
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tend to vye with me for fame in future 
times. The man, it feems, was knightcc 
for making fun-dials better than others 
of his trade, and was thought to be a 
conjurer, becaufe he knew how to dravs.* 
lines and circles upon a flate, which no- 
body could underftand. But, adieu to all 
noble attempts for endlefs renown, if the 
ghoft of an obfcure mechanick fliall be 
raifed up to enter into competition with 
me, only for his fkill in making pot- 
hooks and hangers with a pencil, which 
many thoufand accomplifhed gentlemen 
and ladies can perform as well with pen 
and ink upon a piece of paper, and in 
a manner as litde intelligible as thofe of 
Sir Isaac. 

My moft ingenious friend already men- 
tioned, Mr. CoLLEY Gibber, who doesi(> 
much honour to the. laurel crown he de- 
fervedly wears (as he hath often done to 
many imperial diadems placed on his 
head), was pleafed to tell me, that if my 
treatife were (haped into a comedy, tlic 
reprefentation performed to advantage oik 
our theatre, might very much contribute 
to the fpreading of polite converfation a- 

mong 
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mong all perfons of diftindion through 
the whole kingdom. 

I own the thought was ingenious, and 
my friend's intention good : but I can- 
not agree to his propofal ; for Mr. Gibber 
himfelf allowed, that the fubjedls hand- 
led in my work being fo numerous and 
exten'iive, it would be abfolutely impof- 
fible for one, two, or even fix comedies 
to contain them. From whence it will 
follow, that many admirable and eflential 
rules for polite converfation muft be o- 
piitted. 

And here let me do juftice to my friend 
Mr. TiBBALDs, who plainly confefled be^^ 
fore Mr. Gibber himfelf, that fuch a pro- 
ject, as it would be a great diminution 
to my honour, fo it would intolerably 
niangle my fcheme, and thereby deftroy 
the principal end at which I aimed, to 
form a complete body or lyftem of this 
Hioft ufeful fcience in all its parts. And 
th-crefore Mr.TiBBALDs, whofe judgment 
Vv-as never difputed, chofe rather to fall in 
^ithmy propofal mentioned before, ofe- 
le^ing public fchools and feminaries all 
PVer the kingdom to inftru<^ the young 
L 3 people 
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people of both lexes in this art, according 
tp my rules, and in the method that I 
have laid down. 

I fhall conclude this long, but necef- 
fary introdudlicn with a requeft, or in- 
deed rather a juft and reafonable de- 
mand, from all lords, ladies, and gentle- 
men, that while they are entertaining and 
improvingeach other with thofe polite quef- 
tions, anfwcrs, repartees, replies, and rejoin- 
ders, which I have with infinite labour, 
and clofe application during the fpace 
cf thirty- fix yevs> been collecting fc)^ 
their fervice and improvement, they (hall* 
as an inflance of gratitude, on every pro 
per occafion quote my name after tt*^^ 
or the like planner: Madam^ as o^f 
majier V^^gsta^v fays. My Lord, as o^^^ 
friend W AQiT kv ? kas it. I do likewi^? 
pxpedt, that all my pupils (hall drink rr» J 
Jjeajth every day at dinner and fupper diJ" 
ring my life; and that they, or the/r 
pofterlty fhall continue the fame cere" 
mony to my not inglorious memory, aft^f 
iny deceafe, for ever. 
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Lord S? A^Kisn. Lady Smakt. 
Lord Smart. Mifs Notable. 

Sir John Linger. Lady AnsweralX^* 
Mr. Neverout. 
CoL Atwit. 

ARGUMENT. 

Lord Sparkifli and Colonel Atwit meet in \ 
the morning upou the MdiWi Mr.Ntvci- 
Q\it joins them\ they all go to breakfafl 
at^adySm^xHs. Their converfation o^ 
ver their tea; after which they part\ 
but my lord and the two gentlemen are 
invited to dinner. Sir John Linger in^ 
* vited likewife^ and comes a little tod 
late. The whole converfation at dinner : 
after which the ladies retire to their 
tea. The converfation of the ladies with- 
out the men^ who are fuppofed to Jiay: 
arid drink a bottle ; but in fome time^ 
go to the ladies and dhnk tea with them. 
Tee converfation there. After which a 
party at ^adrille until three in the 
morning ; but no converfation fet down. 
T/oey all take leave y a7td go home. 

6 Pplitc 



Polite Converfation, &c. * 
St. JAMES'S PARK. 

•m 

JLord Sparkifh meeting Col. Atwit. 

lCi?/.\X7ELL met, myX'Ord, 

VV hd. Sparki/h. Thank ye, 
Colonel. A parfon would have faid, I 
hope we {hall meet in heaven. When did 
you fee Tom Neverout P 

Col. He's juft coming towards us. 
Talk of the devil — 

Neverout comes up. 

Col. How do you do, Tom f 
Neverout. Never the better for you. 
CoL I hope you're never the worfe: 

but pray where's your manners? don't 

you fee my Lord Sparh/h ? 

* « I retired hither for the *• fcort fyftctn for the ufe of 

*< public good, having two ** all pcrfons of quality, and 

** great works in hand ; one " particularly the maids of 

*' to reduce the whole polite- ** honour, &r." Letttrsteani 

*< nefs, wit, huaiour, and from Dr. Swifts at the end of 

V ftylc of England into a Mr.Pffe's works, letter liv. 

Neverout, 
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Neverotit. My Lord, I beg your lord— 
fhip's pardon. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Tonty how is it, th^Lt: 
you can't fee the wood for trees ? Wh^a."*^ 
wind blew you hither ? 

Neverout. Why, my Lord, it is an £ 
wind blows no body good ; for it gives ncm. 
the honour of feeing your lordfliip. 

Col, Tom, you muft go with us to Lad 
Smart's to breakfaft. 

Neverout. Muft! why Colonel, muft*^- 
for the king. 

[Col. offering injejl to dranso hisjworc^* 

Col. Have you ^ke with all you 
friends ? 

Neverout. Colonel, as you're ftout, 
merciful. 

Ld. Sparhjh. Come, agree, agree 5 th^ 
law's coftly. 

\Col. taking his hand from his hilt^ 

Col. Well, Tom, you are never the 
worfe man to be afraid of me. Come 
along. 

Neverout. What ! do you think I was 
born in a wood, to be afraid of an owl ? 

I'll wait on you. I hope Mifs Notabh 
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vyill be there ; egad ftie's very handfonie;, 
and has wit at will. 

CoL Why every one as they like, as the 
good woman faid when llie kifs'd her cow. 

Lard Smart's houfe\ they knock at the 
door ; the Portei* comes out. 

Lord Sparki/h. Pray, aire you the por- 
ter? 

Porter. Yes, for want of a better. 

Ld. Sparkip, Is your lady at home ? 

Porter, She was at home juft now j 
but file's not gone out yet. 

Neverout. I warrant this rogue's tongue 
is well hung. 

Lady Smart's antkhamber. 

Lady Smart, Lady Anfwerall, and Mifs 
Notable at the tea-table. 

Lady Smart. My Lord, your lord- 
ihip's moft humble fervant. 

Ld, Sparkijh, Madam, you fpoke too 
late ; I was your ladyfhip's before. 

Lacly Smart, O I Colonel, are you 
here ? 

Col: 
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Col. As fure as you*re three, Madam. 

Lady Smart. Oh, Mr. Neverout ! 
What fuch a man alive I 

Neverout. Ay, madam, alive, and a- 
live like to be, at your ladyfliip*s fervice. 

Lady Smart. Well, I'll get a "knife, 
and nick it down that Mr. Nevtrout came 
to our houfe. And pray what news, Mr, 
Neverout f 

Neverout. Why, madam. Queen Eli-^ 
zabeth\ dead. 

Lady Smart. Well : Mr. Neverout^ \ 
fee you are no changeling. 

Mifs Notable comes in, 

Neverout, Mifs, your flave : I hope 
your early rifing will do you no barm. 
I find you are but juft come out of the 
cloth-market. 

Mifs. I always rife at eleven, whether 
it be day or no. 

Col. Mifs, I hope you are up for all 
day. 

Mifs, Yes, if I don t get a fall before 
night. 

Col, Mifs, I heard you were out of orr 
der ; pray how are you now ? 

Mifs, 
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Mifs. Pretty well, Colonel, I thank 
you. 

Col. Pretty and well, Mifs ! that*s two 
very good things. 

Mjfs. I mean I am better than I was, 

Neverout, Why then, *tis well you 
were fick. 

Mifs. What I Mr. Neverout^ you take 
me up before I'm down. 

Lady Smart, Come let us leave ofF 
children's play, and go to pufh-pin. 

Mifs. \To Lady Smart."] Pray, ma- 
dam, give me fome more fugar to my 
tea. 

Col Oh ! Mifs, you muft needs be ve- 
ry good-humour'd, you love fweet things 
fo well. 

Neverout. Stir it up with the fpoon, 
Mifs ; for the deeper the fweeter. 

Lady Smart. I afTure you, Mifs, the 
Colonel has made you a great compli- 
ment. 

Mifs. I am forry for it ; for I have 
heard fay, complimenting is lying. 

Lady Smart. \To Ld SparUfh"] My 
Lord, methinks the fight of you is good 
for fore eyesj if we had known of your 

coming. 
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coming, we would have ftrown ru(lK^5 
for you : how has your lordfliip done thr 
long time? 

Col. Faith, Madam, he's better in 
health than in good conditions. 

Ld, Sparki/h. Well 5 I fee there's no 
wor^'iricnd t*han onfe brings from home 
wfthone ; and I am not the firft man has 
carried a rod to whip himfelf. 

Neverout. Here's poor Mils has not a 
word to throw at a dog. Come, a penny 
for your thoughts. 

Mifs. It is not worth a farthing; for I 
was thinking of you. 

Col. rijtng up. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, where are yout 
going fo fopn ? I hope you did not come 
to fetch fire. 

Col. Madam, I mufl needs go home for 
half an hour. 

Mife. Why, Colonel, they fay, the de- 
vil's at home. 

Lady Anfw, Well, but fit while you 
ftay, 'tis as cheap fitting as (landing. 

Col. No, madam, while I'm {landing 
I'm going. 

Mifs. 
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Mifs. Nay, let him go ; I promife him 
Vfe won't tear his cloaths to hold him. 

hady Smarts I fuppofe, Colonel, we 
keep you from better company, I mean 
only as to myfelf. 

CoL Madam, I am all obedierice. ~ 

Col. Jits down. 

, hady Smart, Lord, Mifs, how can 
you drink you tea fo hot ? fure your 
mouth's pav'd. 

How do you like this tea, Colonel ? 

Col. Well enough, Madam ; but me- 
thinks it is a little more-ifh. 

hady Smart. Oh I Colonel I I under- 
ftand you. Betty bring the canifter : I 
have but very little of this tea left ; but I 
don't love to make two wants of one ; 
want when I have it, and want when I 
have it not. He, he, he, he. \Laughs 

LadyAnfw. [tothemaid^ Why, fure, 
Betty ^ you are bewitched, the cream is 
burnt to. 

Betty. Why, Madam, the bifhdp has 
fet his foot in it. 

Lady Sfnart. Go, run girl, and warm 
Tome frefli cream. 

' Betty. 
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BeUj. Indeed, Madam, there's none 
left ; for the cat has eaten It all. 

Lacfy Smart, I doubt it was a cat 
with two legs. 

Mj/s. Colonel, don't you love bread 
and butter with your tea ? 

Col. Yes, in a morning, Mifs : for they 
fay, butter is gold in a morning, filver at 
noon, but it is lead at night. 

Neverout. Mifs, the weather is fo hot^ 
that my butter melts on my bread. 

Liody Anfw. Why, butter, I've heard 
'em fay, is mad twice a year. 

Lad Sparkijh. [to the maid] Mrs. Betty ^ 
how does your body politic ? 

Col. Fie, my Lord, you'll make Mrs. 
Betty blufh. 

Lady Smart. BIu{h! ay, blufh like a 
blue dog. 

N&oerout. VisLy, Mrs. Betty, are you 
not Tom yohnfons daughter ? 

Betty. So my mother tells mej Sir. 

Ld, Sparkijh, But, Mrs, Betty^ I heaf 
you are in love. 

Betty. My Lord, I thank God, I hate 
nobody; I am in charity with all the 
world. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart. Why, wench, I think 
thy tongue runs upon wheels this mor- 
ing ; bow came you by that fcratch upon 
your nofe ? have you been iSghting with 
the cats? 

Col. [to ffiifsi'] Mifs, when will you be 
married ? 

Mifs. One of thefe odd-cdme-fliortly'sj 
Colonel, 

Neverout. Yes ; they fay the match is 
half made^ the fpark is willing, but mift 
is not. 

Mifs. I fuppofe the gentleman has got 
his own confent for it. 

Lady Anfmi Pray, rny Lord, did you 
walk through the Park in the rain ? 

Ld. Sparkijh. Yes, madarii, we wext 
neither fugar nor faltj we were not afraid 
the rain would melt us. He^ he, he^ 

[Laughi 

Cot. It rairi'd, and the fun (hone at the 
fame time. 

Neverout. Why^ then the devil <vas 
beating his wife behind the door with ^ 
(houlder of mutton. [Laugh, 

Col. A blind man would be glad to fee 
that. 

Vox. XI; M Lady 



\ 
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Ljady Smart. Mr. Neverouty methinks 
you ftand in your own light. 

Neverout. Ah ! Madam, I have don^ 
fo all my life. 

Ld. Sparkijh. I'm fure he fits in mine — 
Prithee, 7o/», fit a little farther : I believes 
your father was no glafier. 

Lady Smart, Mifs, dear girl, fill m^s 
out a difli of tea, for I'm very lazy. 

Mifs fills a dijh of tea^ Jweetens it, andther^ 
tafes it. 

Lady Smart. What, mifs, will you h^ 
my taller? 

Mfs. No, madam; but they fay *ti» 
an ill cook that can't lick her own fin- 
gers. 

Neverout. Pray, mifs, fill me another. 

Mfs. Will you have it now, or ftay 
till you get it ? 

Lady jt^nfw. But, colonel, they fay you 
went to court laft night very drunk : nay, 
I'm told for certain, you had been among 
the Pkilifiines: no wonder the cat wink'd, 
wlien both her eyes were out* 

Col. Indeed, ma 1am, that's a lye. 

Lady .Anfw, 'lis better I (hould lye 
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than you fhould lofe your good- manners : 
befides, I don't lie, I fir. 

Neverout. O faith. Colonel, you muft 
own you had a drop in your eye: when I 
l^ft you, you were half Teas over. 
, Ld, Sparki/h. Well, I fear Lady An- 
fwerall can't live long, flie has fo much 
wit. 

Neverout. No; fhe can't live, that's 
certain ; but fhe may linger thirty or forty 
years. 

Mifs. Live long ! ay, longer than a cat 
or a dog, or a better thing. 

Lady Anfuo. Oh ! mifs, you muft give 
your vardi too I 

Ld, Sparkijh. Mifs, fliall I fill you 
another difli of tea ? 

Mifs. Indeed, my lord, I have dranlc 
enough. 

Ld, Sparkip, Come, it will do you 
more good than a month's fafting ; here, 
take it. 

Mifs. No, I thank your lordOiip ; e- 
nough's as good as a feaft. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Well ; but if you al- 
ways fay no, you'll never be married. 

M 2 Ladjf 
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Lady Anfw. Do, my lord, give her a. 
difli ; for, they fay, maids will fay no, and- 
take it. 

Ld. Sparhjh. Well; and I dare fay,, 
mifs is a maid in thought, word, and deed^ 

Neverout, I would not take my oath 
of that. 

Mjfs. Pray, Sir, fpeak for ypurfelf. 

Lady Smart, Fie, mifs ; they fay maids 
(hould be feen, and not hedrd. 

Lady Anfw. Good mifs, ftir the fire, 
that the tea-kettle may boil.— You have 
done it very well ; now it burns purely. 
Well, mifs, you'll have a chearful huf- 
band. 

Mifs. Indeed, your ladyfliip could have 
ftirred it much better. 

Lady Anfw. I know that very well, 
huffy ; but I won't keep a dog, and bark 
myfelf. 

Neverout. What ! you are fick, mifs. 

Mifs. Not at all ; for her ladyfliip meant 
you. 

Neverout. Oh ! faith, mifs, you are in- 
lob's-pound; get out as you can. 

Mfs, I won't quarrel with my bread 

and 
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nd butter for all that ; I know when I'm 
/ell. 

LadyAnfw,V^^\ but mifs — 

Neoerout, Ah! dear madani, let the 
natter fall ; take pity on poor mifs ; don't 
hrow water on a drowned rat. 

Mifs, Indeed, Mr. Neverout, you 
hould be cut for the fimples this morn- 
ng : fay a word more, and you had as 
;ood eat your nails. 

Ld, S'parhijh, Pray, mifs, will you be fb 
rood as to favour us with a fong ? 

Mifs. Indeed, my lord, I can't ; for I 
lave a great cold. 

Col. Oh ! Mifs, they (ay all good fingers 
laive colds. 

■Ld. Sparkifh. Pray, madam, does not 
nifs fing very well ? 

hady Anfw. Shefings, as one VQ2iy fay^ 
ny lord, 

Mifs. I hear Mr. Neverout has a very 
jood voice. 

Col. Yes, Tom fings well, but his luck's 
laught. 

Neverout, Faith, colonel, you hit your- 
felf a devilifli box on the ear. 

M 3 Col. 
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Col. Mifs, will- you take a pinch of 
fnufF? 

Mifs. No, colonel, you muft know that 
I never take fnujfF but when I'm angry. 

Lady Anfao, Yes, yes, (he can take 
fnufF, but (he has never a box to put it in. 

Mtfs^ Pray, colonel, let me fee that 
box. 

Col. Madam, there's never a C upon it. 

Mifs. May be there is, colonel. 

Col. Ay, but May-bees don't fly now, 
mifs. 

Neverout. Colonel, why fo hard upon 
poor mifs ? Don't fet your wit againft a 
chilaj mifs, give me a blow, and I'll beat 
him. ' " 

Mifi. So fhe pray'd me to tell you. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Pray, my lady Smariy 
what kin are you to lord Pozzf 

Lady Smart. Why, his grandmother 
and mine had four elbows. 

Lady Anfw. Wel|, mcthinks here's a— 
filcnt meeting. Gome, mifs, hold up youir 
head, girl j there's money bid for you. 

[Mifs farts. 

Mifs. Lord, madam, you frighten me 
out of my fcven fenfes 1 
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Ld. Sparktp. Well, I muft be going. 

Lady Anfw.\ have feen haftier peo- 
)]e'than you ftay all night. 

Col, \to Lady Smart.'\ Tom Neverout 
,nd- 1 are to leap to-morrow for a guinea. 

Mifs. I believe, colonel, Mr. Neverout 
an leap at a cruft better than you. 

Neverout, Mifs, your tongue runs be- 
bre your wit j nothing can tame you but 
. hufband. 

Mifs. Peace 1 I think I hear the church 
rlock. 

Neverout. Why you know, as the fool 
hinks — 

Lady Smart, Mr. Neverout^ your 
landkerchief's fallen. 

Mifs. Let him fet his foot on it, that it 
lay'nt fly in his face. 

Neverout, Well, mifs — 

Mifs, Ay, ay! many a one fiys well 
lat thinks ill. , 

Neverout. Well, mjfs, I'll think on this. 

Mifs. That's rhime, if you take it in 
rne. 

Neverout. What ! I fee you are a poet. 

Mifs. Yes J if 1 ha4 but the wit to 
he\y it. 

M 4 Ni- 



\ 
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Neverout. Mifs, will you be fo kind as 
to fill me a difli of tea ? ' 

Mljs. Pray let your betters be ferv'«=i 
before you; I'm juft going to fill one fa JJ 
myfelf ; and, you know, the parfon al- — 
ways chriftens his own child firft. 

Neverout. But I faw you fill one Jul — \ 
now for the colonel : well, I find kiflin F='^ 
goes by favour. 

Mifi. But pray, Mr. Neverout^ wha t 
lady was that you were talking with i^=i 
the fide-box. laft Tuefdayf 

Neverout, Mifs, can you keep a fecret ? 

M'lfs. Yes, I can. 

Neverout. Well, mifs, and fo can I, 

Col. Odd-fo! I have cut my thumC> 
with this curfed knife I 

Lady Anfw, Ay ; that was your mos-^ 
ther's fault, becaufe (he only warned yoL— J 
not to cut your fingers. 

Lady Smart, No, no ; 'tis only fool^^ 
cut their fingers, but wife folks cqt theifUl^ 
thumbs. — 

Mifs. I'm forry for it, but I can't cry. — * 

Col. Don't you think mifs is grown ? 

Lady Anfw. Ay, ill weeds grow apace, — — 
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Apuffof fmoke. comes down the chimney » 

Lady Anfiso. Lord, madam, does your 
ladyfliip's chimney fmoke ? 

Col No, madam ; but they fay fmok« 
always purfues the fair, and your ladyflifp 
fat ncareft. 

Lady Smart. Madam, do you love Bo- 
Bca tea ? 

Lady Anfw, Why, madam, I muft 
confefs I do love it, but it does not love 
me, 

Mtfs f to Lady Smart.'] Indeed, madam, • 
your ladyfliip is very Iparing of your tea : 
I proteft, the laft I took was no more 
than water bewitch'd. 

Col. Pray, mifs, if I may be fo bold, 
'what lover gave you that fine etuy? 

Mi/s. Don't you know? then keep 
counfel. 

Lady Anfw. I'll tell you, colonel, who 
gave it her ; it was the tteft lover {he will 
ever have while fhe lives, her own dear 
papa. 

Neverouj. Methinks, mifs, I don't 
ia\ich like the colour of that ribbon. 

Mifs. 



\ 
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Mifs, Why then, Mr» Neverout, do 
you fee, if you don't much like it, ydu 
may look off of it. 

Ld. Sparkijh. I don't doubt, madam ^ 
but your ladyfliip has heard that Sir Johr^ 
Brijk has got an employment at court. 

Lady Smart. Yes, yes ; and I warrant 
he thinks ' himfelf no fmall fool nbw. 

Never out. Yet, madam, I have hear^ 
Ibme people take him for a wife man. 

Lady Smart. Ay, ay; fome are wife, 
and fome are otherwife. 

Lady Atifw. Do you know him, Mr, 
Neverout f 

Neverout. Know him ! ay, as well as 
the beggar knows his difli. 

CoL Well ; I can only fay that he has- 
better luck than honefter folks : but pray,' 
how came he to get this employment ? 

Ld. Sparhtjh. Why, by chance, as the 
mian kill'd the devil. 

Neverout. Why, mifs, you are in' a 
brown ftudy; what's the matter? me- 
thinks you look like mum-chance, that 
was hang'd for faying nothing. 

Mifs. I'd have you to know, I fcorn 
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Neverout. Well; but fcornful dogs will 
at dirty puddings. 

Mifs. Well; my comfort is, your tongue 
; no flander. What ! you would not have 
ne be always on the high grin. 

Neverout. Cry map-fticks, madam; 
10 offence I hope. 

[Lady ?>vn2irt breaks a tea-cup. 

Lady Anfw. Lord, madam, how. came 
ou to break your cup ? 

Lady Smart, I can't help it, if I 
vould cry my eyes out. 

Mifs. Why fell it, madam, and buy a 
lew one with fome of the money. 

Cal. '^Tis a folly to cry for fpilt milk. 

Lady Smart. Why, if things did not 
M-eak or wear out, how would tradefmen 
ivre ? 

Mifs. Well; I am very lick, if any 
)ody car'd for it. 

Neverout. Come, then, mifs, e'en make 
I die of it, and then we fball have a bu- 
ying of our own. 

Mifs. The devil take you, Neverouty 
befides all fmall curfcs. 

Lady Anfiii, Marry come up^ what, 

plain 
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plain Neverout! methinks you might 
have an M under your girdle, mifs. 

Lady Smart. Well, well, naught's ne- 
ver in danger ; I warrant, mifs will fpit in 
her hand, and hold faft. Colonel, do yoxi 
like this bifket ? 

CpL I'm like all fools ; I love every 
thing that's good. 

Lady Simrt, Well, and isn't it pure 
good? 

Coh 'Tis better than a worfe, 

Foov^an brings the colonel a letter. 

Lady Anfw, I fuppofe, colonel, that*^ 
a billet-doux from your miftrefs. 

CoL Egad, I don't know whence i^ 
comes; but whoe'er writ it, writes ^' . 
hand like a foot. 

Mifs. Well, you may make a fecret O^ 
it, but we can fpell, and put together. 

Neverout. Mifs, what fpells b doubl- ^ 
uzzard? 

Mifs. Buzzard in your teeth, Mr. N^" 
verout. 

Lady Smart. Now you are up> M^"* 
Neverouty will you do me the favour, t<^ 
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do me the l^kidnefs, to take ofF the tea> 
kettle ? 

Ld. Sfarktjh* I wonder what makes 
thefe bells ring. 

hady Anfw, Why, my lord, I fup- 
pofe, becaufe they pull the ropes. 

[Here all laugh, 

Neverout plays with a tea-cup, 

Mifs, Now a child would have cried 
half an hour before it would have found 
out fuch a pretty play-thing. 

Liody Smart, Well faid, mifs: I vow, 
Mr. Neverout y the girl is too hard for you. 

Neverout, Ay, mifs will fay any thing 
but her prayers, and thofe ftie whittles. 

Mifs, Pray, colonel, make me a prefent 
of that pretty penknife. 

Ld, Sparkijh, Ay, mifs, catch him at 
that, and hang him. 

Col. Not for the world, dear mifs 5 ' it 
will cut love. 

Ld, Sparkijh. Colonel, you {hall be 
xnarried firft, I was juft going to fay that. 

Lady Smart. Well, but for all that, 1 

can tell who is a great admirer of mifs: 

pray, mifs, how do you like Mr. Spruce f 

3 ' Ifwear 
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I fwear I have often feen him caft a 
fheep*s eye out of a calPs head at you: 
deny it if you can. 

Mifs. Oh ! madam ; all the world 
knows that Mr. Spruce is a general lovl^i. 

Col. Come, mifs, 'tis too true to malce 
9 jeft on. \_^\f^ blujhe^. 

Lady Anfw, Well, however, blufhing 
is fome fign of grace. 

Neverout. Mifs fays nothing; but I 
warrant fhe pays it off with thinking. 

Mifs, Well, ladies and gentlemen, you 
are pleas*d to divert yourfelves j but, as I 
hope to be fav'd, there's nothing in it. 

Lady Smart, Touch a gall'd horf^) 
and he'll wince : love will creep where it 
dare not go: I'd hold a hundred pouti^ 
Mr. Neverout was the inventor of th^t 
ftory ; and, colonel, I doubt you had ^ 
finger in the pye. 

Lady Anjw. But, colonel, you forgc^t 
to falute mifs when you came in ; fhe fai ^ 
you had not been here a long time. 

Mifs. Fie, madam ! I vow, colonel, I 
faid no fuch thing 5 I wonder at yoi^ f 
ladyfliip ! 

Col, Mifs, I beg your pardon — 
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Goes tofalute her^ jhe Jiruggles a little* 

Mifs. Well, I'd rather give a knave a 
kifs for once than be trouoled with him j 
but, upon my word, you are more bold 
than welcome. 

Lady Smart, Fie, fie, mifs I for (hame 
of the world, and fpeech of good people. 

Ncverout to mifs, who is cooking her tea 
and bread and butter* 

Neverout. Come, come, mifs, make 
much of naught; good folks are icarce. 

Mifs. What! and you muft come in 
with your two eggs a penny, and three of 
them rotten. . 

CoL [to Ld. Sparkifi."] But, my lord, 
I forgot to aikyou, how you like my new 
cloaths ? 

Ld. SparUJh. Why, very well, colo- 
nel ; only, to deal plainly with you, me- 
thinks the worft piece is in the middler 

[ Here a loud laugh^ often repeated* 

Col, My lord, you are too fevere on 
your friends. 

Mifs, Mr. Neverouty I'm hot, are you 
a fot ? . 

Neverout. Mifs, I'm cold, are you a 
fcold ? take you that. Lady 
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Lady Smart, I confefs that was home 4 1 
I find, Mr. Nefueroutyjow won't giveyoiBi 
head for the wafliing, as they fay. 

Mifs. Oh !* he*s a fore man where tK-<i 
fkin's oiF. I fee Mr. Neuerout has a minci 
to (harpen the edge of his wit on the whetr- 
Aone of my ignorance. 

Ld, Sparkijb. Faith, lorn, you ar« 
ilruck I I never heard a better thing. . 

Neverout, Pray, mifs, give me leave to 
fcratch you for that fine Ipeech. 

Mifs. Pox on your pidure, it coft n^c 
a groat the drawing. 

Neverout [to Lady Smart."] 'Sbiid^j 
madam, I have burnt my hand with yoi^^r 
.plaguy tea-kettle. 

La£^ Smart. Why, then, Mr. Never^' 
out, you muft fay, God fave the king. 

Neverout. Did you ever fee the like ? 

Mifs. Never but once, at a wedding- 
Co/. Pray, mifs, how old are you ? 

Mifs. Why, I'm as old as my tongu^j 
and a litde older than my teeth. 

Ld. Sparhijh. [to Lady y^»/w.] Pray 
madam, is miis Buxom married? J he^ 
'tis all over the town. 

La^ 



t 
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hady Anfw» My lord, flic's cither mar- 
cd, or worfc. 

Col. If file be'nt married, at lealft flie s 
iftily promised. But, is it certaiti that Sir 
^obn Bhmderbufs is dead at lafl ? 

Lid. Sparhjb. Yes, or elfe he's fadly 
Tong'd, for they have buried him. 

Mifs. Why, if he be dead, he'll eat no 
lore bread. 

Col. But, is he really dead ? 

Lady Anfw. Yes, colonel, as fure as 
Ou're alive — 

Col. They fay he was an honeft man. 

Lady Anjw. Yes, with good looking 
o. 

M\k feels a pimple on her face, 

Mifs. Lord \, I think my goodnefs is 
:ommg out. Madam, will your ladylliip 
pleafe to lend me a patch? 

Neverout. Mifs, if you are a maid, put 
i^our hand upon your fpot. . 

Mifs. —There — 

\C(n)ej'ing her face with both her hands. ' 

Lady Smart. Well, thou art a mad 
girl. \Gives her a tap* 

Vo;.. XI. N Mifs. 
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M^s. Lord, Madam, is that a blow to 
give a child ? 

Lady Smart lets fall her handhrcUef and 
the colonel Jloops for it. 

Lady Smart. Cblonel, you ihall have a 
better office. 

Got. Oh, madam, I can't have a better 
than to ferve your ladyfhip. 

CoL \to Lady ■Sparkijh,'] Madam, has 
your ladyfhip read the new play, written 
by a lord ? it is called Love in a hollm 
tree^ 

Lady Sparkijlj. No, colonel. 

CoL Why, then your ladyfliip has one 
pkarure to come. 

Mi(sjighs» 

A* ever out. Pray, mifs, why doyoufigh? 

Mifs. To make a fool afk, and you 
are the firft. 

Ncvcroiit. Why, mifs, I find there is 
-nothing but a bit and a blow with you. 

Lady y-lnjw. Vv'hy, you iriuft know, 
mifs is in love. 

Mifs. I wiib, my head may never ake 
till that day. 

L^ 
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Ld. Spdrktfh. Come, mifs, never figb, 
but lend for him. 

[JL^fl^ Smart mid Lady Anfwerally^^^i- 
• • - ' . • ing together. ' 

If he be hang'd, he'll come hopping, and 
if he drown'd, he'll come dropping. 

Mi/s. Well, I fwear you'll make one 
die .with laughing. 

Mifs plajfs with a tea-cup.y and Neverout 
plays with another, 

Neverout, Well ; I fee, one fool makes 
many, 

Mifs. And you are the greateft fool of 
any. : 

• Neverout, Pray, mifs, will you be fo 
kind to tie this ftring for me with your 
fair hands ? it will go all in your day's 
work. 

Mifs. Marry, come up, indeed ; tie it 
yourfelf, you have as many hands as I ; 
your man's man will have a fine office 
truly : come, pray ftand out of my fpit- 
ting-place. 

Neverout. Well ; but, mifs, don't be 
angry. 

. Mifs, No; I was never angry in my 
N 2 life 
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life but once, and then no body ear'd for 
it, fo I rcfolv'd never to b« angry again. 

NeverouL Well; but if youUl ,iie it, 
you (hall never know^. what rll do; for 
you. ' », !. 

Mifs» So I fuppofe, truly. 

Neverout. Well ; but I'll make ypo a 
fine prefent one of thcfe days. ,^^ 

Mifs. Ay ; when the devil's blind, and 
his eyes are not fore yet. 

Neverout. No, mifs, I'll fend it yoU: to- 
morrow. 

Mifs, Well, well : to-morrow*8 a. new 
day ; but I fuppofe, you naean ti^^mor" 
row come never. 

Neverout, O I 'tis the prettieft: thing : 
I affure you, there came but two of them 
over in three fhips. 

Mtfs, Would I could fee it, quoth 
blind Hugh, But why did you not bring 
me a prefent of fnuff this morning ? , 

Neverout. Becaufe, mife, you never 
afk'd me ; and 'tis an ill dog that's not 
worth whiftling for. 

Ld. Sparkijh. \jo Lady An/w."] Pray, 
madam, how came your ladyfhip laft. 

Xburfda^ 
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T%uffday to go to that ^ious puppct- 
(how? 

Cb/. Whyj to be fure, her ladyfhip went 
to fee, and to be (een. 

Lady Anfw, You have made_ a fine 
fpeech, colonel : pray, what will you take 
for your mouth-piece ? ' 

hd, Sparkijh, Take that, colonel : but, 
pray, madam, was my lady Snuff there ? 
They lay (he's extremely handfome. 

Lady Smart, They muft not fee with 
my eyes, that think fo. 

Neverota. She may pafs mufter well 
enough. 

Lady Anfw. Pray, how old do you take 
her to be ? 

CoL Why, about five or fix and twenty. 

Mifs* I fwear file's no chicken ; fhe'i 
on the wrong fide of thirty, if fhe be a 
day. 

Lady Anfw, Depend upon it, fhe*ll 
never fee five and thirty, and a bit to 
fpare. 

Col. Why they fay, fhe's one of the 
chief toafls in town. 

Lady Smart, Ay, when all the reft are 
out of it. 

N 3 Mifs, 
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Mifs, Well ;, I woud'nt be^asfick as 
(he's proud for all the wwld. . . 

Lady Anffi>, She looks,- as<if butter 

wou J'nt melt in her mouth, but I warrant,. 

cheefe won't choak her./ I hear my lord 

What d'ye call him is courting her, 

- Ld. SparJiiJh. What lord d'ye mean, 

Mifs. Why, my lord, I fuppofe Mr. 
Neverout means the lord of the Lord 
knows what. 
• Col. They fay (he dances very fine. 

Lady Anfw.. She did; but I doubt her 
dancing days are over. . 

Col. I caii't pardon her for her rudeaels 
to me. 

Lady Sfnart. Well ; but you muft for- 
get and forgive. 

Footman comes in, , 

Lady Sfnari. Did you call Betty P 
FG0t7nan. She's coming, madam. 
Lady Smart, Coming I ay, fo is ChrtJ^" 
mas, 

Betty comes in. 

Lady Smart, Come, get ready n%y 
things. Where has the wench been theX^ 
three hours } Bettjy' 
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Beity. Madam, I can't, go fafter than 
my legs will carry me* 

■ liiK^'i Sman, Ay, thou haft a head, 
and fo has a pin. But, my lord, all the 
town has it^ that -Mifs Caper is to be 
married to Sir Peter Giball', one thing is 
certain,, that flie hath promis'd to have 
him. 

• - Ijdi 1 Sparkijh,' Why madam , - you 
know, promifbs are either broken or kept. 
L,ady Anfw. I beg your pardon, my 
lord;.".promifes and pye-cruft are made 
to be broken. ' 

Lady Smart, Nay, I had it from niv 
lady ■Girrv-/>'/;S own mouth. I tell you my 
tale and my tale's author;, if it be a lye, 
you had it as cheap as I. 
' Littdy A?2fw. She and I had- fome words 
laft Sunday at church:.; but I; think I 
gave her her own. 

Lady Smart, tier tongue runs like the 
clapper of a mill; fhe talks enough for 
Jierfelf and all the company. 

Neverout. And yet fhe fimper? lihc a 
fir mity- kettle. 

N 4- Mifs. 
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Mifs loohin^ in A.^fi^u , « 

Mifi. Lord) how ,in^ he«d is dreft to- 
day !. ... .•- :!: ; ■ ; i .•.*^.:. - 

CoU oh, madam ! a gtxid (ace needs no 
band. ,. . ; -. ;i 

Mifu No; and a bad one ddbves 
none. . .<. . 

Col. Pray, mifs, where is your tald ac- 
quaintance Mrs. /^i^jnatfrV^ . -.-r f :^ 

ikf^. , Why, where (hould £he be? vyou 
muft needs know ; {he's in her ildn. 'L 

Co/. I can anfwer that: whatlfvyou 
were as far out as ihe's in ? -^ •''•,■ '. 

Mifs, Well, I promised to go this even* 
ing to Hyde-Park on the water; but I 
proteft I'm half afraid. 

Ne^ercut, Never fear, mifs ; you have 
the old proverb on your fide, Naught^s 
ne'er in danger. 

Col. Why, mifs, let 'Tom Nevertmt wak 
on you ; and then I warrant, you'll be as 
fafe as a thief in a mill ; for you know. 
He that's born to be hiang'd, will never 
be drowned. 

Never out. Thank you, colonel, for your 

good 
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good word; but faith, if ever I hang, it 
(hall be aboiit a fair lady's neck. 

Lady^mart, Who's there? Bid the 
children be quiet, and not laugh (o loudr 
hao^Anfuo, Oh ! madam, let 'em laugh, 
they'll ne'er laugh younger. 

Meffseroiit, Mifs,>riltcll youa fecret, if 
you'll promife never to tell it again.. 

Afi^. No, to be fure; I'll tell it to no- 
body but friends aind (Grangers. 

Neverout. Why then, there's^ fome 
<3irt in my tea-cup. 

• Mifti'Qome^ come, the more there's 
in't, the more there's on't. 

Lekfy A^fio* Poh 1 you muft eat a peck 
of dirt before you die. 

CoL Ay, ay ; it goes all Gt\t way. 
Neverout. Vtzjy mifs,. what*s a clock? 
Mifs. Why, you' muft know, 'tis a 
thing like a bell, and you are a fool that 
can't tell. 

Ni^jefrnt^ \fq Lady Anfw^ P^^X* n^*^" 
dam, do you tell me ; for I have let my 
watcb run down. 

Lady Anjw. Why, 'tis half an hour 
paft hanging-time. 

CoL 
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Col. Well ; I'm like the butcher that 
was looking f6r his knife, and had it, 
in his mouth: I have beeo fearching my 
pockets for my fnufF-box, and^ egad, here 
it is in my hand. 

Mifs. If it had been a bear, it would 
have bit you, colonel : well, I wifh I. had 
fuch a fnufF-box, 

Neruerout. You'll be long enough be- 
fore you wifli your fkin full of eyelet- 
holes. 

Col. * Wifli in one hand j— - 

Mifs. Out upon you: Lord, what can 
the man mean ? 

Ld. Sfarkijh.: This tea's vfery hot. ' 

Lady Anfw, Why, it came from a- hpt 
place^ my lord, 

CoXond /pills bis tea^ 

Lady Smart. That's as well done ^% 
if I had done it myfelf. ;. : .. 

Col. Madam, I find you. live by ill 
neighbours, when you are forc'd to. praife 

yourfelf. ... 

* This fen'ence is remark- . latter that in the fame breath 
ably charaiteriftic and bsauti- .fhe lab^^ured to conqeal her 

ful; by the firft it appears that knowledge, 
miiis l^ise w tue reil, and by the . '' s. 

Lady- 
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Zjody Smart, So they pray'd me to 
tell you. 

..l^(^erowt. Well, I won't drink a drop 
more \ if I do^, 'twill go down like chopt 
hay. 

Mifs. Pray don't iay no, till you are 

laikjd. 

Neverout. Well, what you pleafe, and 
the reft again." 

Mifs Jiooping for a pin. 

Mifs. I have heard 'em fay, that a pin 
a day is a groat a year. Well, as I hope 
to be rnarried, forgive me for fwearing, I 
vow 'tis a. needle. 

■Col. Oh ! the wonderful wdrks of na- 
ture, that a black hen fhould lay a white 

Neverout. What ! you have found a 
niare's neft, and laugh at the eggs ? . 

Mifs. Pray keep your brearfl to cool 
your porridge. 

Neverout. Mifs, there was a very plea- 
{ant accident laft night at St. fatness 
Park. 

Mifs. [to Lady Smart."] What was it 
your ladyfhip was going to fay juft now? 
4 - Neverout. 
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Neverout. Well, mils ; tdl a mare a 
tak — 

Mifs. I find you love to hear your- 
fdftalk. 

Nevenmt, Why, if you won't hear 
my tale, kifs my, etc. 

Mifso Out upon you, for a filthy crea- 
ture! 

Neverout. What, miisi muft I tdl 
you a ftory, and find you ears ? 

Ld, Sparkijb [to Lady Smart,'] Pray, 
madam, don't you think Mrs. SpendaU 
very genteel? 

Lady Smart. Why, my lord, I think 
fhe was cut out for a gentlewoman, but (he 
was fpoil'd in the making : (he wears her 
doaths as if they were thrown on her with 
a pitch -fork ; and, for the faQiion, I be- 
lieve they were made in the rdgn of Queen 
Bess. 

Neverout. Well, that's neither here nor 
there ; for you know, the mpre carclels 
the more modifli. 

CoL Well, I'd hold a wager there will 
" be a match between her and Dick Dolt: 
and I believe I can fee as fa.r into a mill- 
fione as another man. w 

Mifs. 
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ik!^.. Colonel, I muft beg your pardon 
a thoufand times ; but they fay, an old 
ape has an. old eye. 

Never out, Mifs, what do you. meanj 
you'll fpoil the colonel's marriage) if you 
call him old. '-.,.'{ 

Col, Not fo old, nor yet fo cold — You 
know the reft, mifs, 

Mifs. Manners is a fine thing, truJy. 

Col. Faith; mifs, depend upon it, F^ 
give you as good as you bring : what 1 if 
you give a jeft, you muft take a jeft. 

Lady Smart, Well, Mr. Nevermt^ 
you'll ne'er have done till you break that 
knife, and then the man won't take k 
again. 

Mifs* Why, madam, fools will be med- 
dling ; I wifti he may cut his fingers. I 
hope you can fee your own blood with- 
out fainting. 

Neverout. Why, mifs, you fliinc this 
morning like a fh — n barn-door : you'll 
never hold out at this rate ; pray fave. a 
little wit for to-morrow. 

Mifs. Well, you have faid your fay ; if 

people will be rude, I have done ; my 

4. comfort 
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comfort is, 'twill be all one a thoufand 
year hence. 

Never out. Mifs, you have (hot" your 
bolt : I find you muft have the laft Word 
— Well, I'll go to the opera to-night — 
No, I can't neither, for I have fbme bufi* 
nefs — and yet I think I muft ; for I pro- 
mis'd to fquire the countefs to her box. 

Mifs. The countefs of Puddledock^ I 
fuppofe. 

Neverout. Peace, or war, mifs ? 

Lady Smart. Well, Mr. Neverout, 
you'll never be mad, yon are of fo many 
minds. 

As Mifs rifes^ the chair falls behind her. 

Mifs. Well ; I (han't be lady-mayorefs 
this year. 

Neverout. No, mifs, 'tis worfe than 
that ; you won't be married this year. 

Mifs. Lord ! you make me laugh, tho* 
I an't well. 

Neverout, as Mifs is Jlandingj pulls her 
fuddenly on his lap. 

Neverout. Now, colonel, come, fit 

dowa 
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down on my lap ; more facks upon the 
mill. 

Mifs. Let me go ; ar'n*t you forry for 
my heavinefs ? 

Neveroui, No, mifs; you are very 
light 5 but I don't fay you are a light 
hufly. Pray take up the chair for your 
pains. 

Mifs. 'Tis but one body's labour, you 
may do it yoiirfelf ; I wifli you would 
be quiet, you have more tricks than a 
dancing bear. 

Neverout rifes to tcAe up the chairy and 
Mifs^/,y in his. 

Neverout. You wou'dn't be fo foon in, 
my grave, madam. 

Mifs. Lord 1 I have torn my petticoat 
with your odious romping ; my rents are 
coiming in ; I'm afraid I (hall fall into 
the ragman's hands. 

N^oerout, I'll mend it, mifs. 

Mifs. You mend it I go, teach your 
grannam to fuck eggs, 

Neverout. Why, mifs, you are fo crofs, 
I coul^ find in my heart to hate you. 



! S. 
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Mifs* With all my heart ; there will 
be no love loft between us. 

Neverota. But pray, my lady Smarts 
does not mi(s look as if ibe could cat me 
without ialt? 

Mtfs, rU make you one day fup ibr- 
row for this. 

Neverout, Well, follow your own Way, 
you'll live the longer. 

Mifs, See, madam, how well I have 
mended it. 

Lady Smart. 'Tis indifferent, zsDoll 
dancfd. 

Neverouu *Twill laft as many nights 
as days. 

Mifs, Well, I knew I fbould never have 
your good word. 

. Lady Smart, My lord, my lady Art' 
fwerall and I was walking in the Park laft 
night till near eleven ; 'twas a very fine 
night. 

Neverout. Egad, io was I ; and I'll tell ^ 
you a comical accident ; egad, I loft my 
underftanding. 

Mtfs. I'm glad you had any to lofe. 

Lady Smart, Well, but what do yon . 
mean? 

: Neverouff 



DIALOGUE I. * J93 

Neverout, Egad, I kick'd my foot a- 
gainft a ftone, and tore off the heel of 
my flioe, and was fofc'd to limp to a 
ccfeler in the Fall-mall to have it put on. 
He, he, he, he. [All laugh, 

GdL Oh I 'twas a delicate night to run 
away with another man's wife. 

]>itv&io\3,tfneezes, 

Mifs. God blefs you, if you han't taken 
fnoff. 

Neverout, Why, what if I have^ mifs ? 

Mifs. Why theft, the duce take you. 

N&0ef9Ut» Mifs, I want that diamond 
ring of yours. 

Mifs, Why then, want's like to be your 
mafter. 

Neverout hoking at the ring, 

N&verout. Ay, marry, this is not only, 
btit alfof; where did you get it ? 

Mi/s. Why, where 'twas to be had ; 
where the devil got the friar. 

N^erout, Well ; if I had fuch a fine 
diamond ring, I woud'nt ftay a day in 
England: but you know, far-fetch'd and 
dear-bought is fit for ladies. I warrant, this 
coft your father two- pence half-penny. 

Vol. XI. O Mifs 
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Mifs fitting between Neverout ami tbe-'^ 

Colonel. " 



Mifs. Well ; here's a rofc between twc 
nettles. 

Neverout. No, madam ; with fubmif- — 
fion, here's a nettle between two rofes. 

Colonel firetching himfelf. 

Lady Smart. Why, colonel, you bteak -^ 
the kir.g's laws; you fl retch without a -^ 
halter. 

Lady Arijw. Colonel, fome ladies of*^ 
your acquaintance have promised to bt€ak- — 
faft with you, and I am to wait on them; ^ 
what will you give us? . ' . 

Col. Why, faith, madam, batchelors ^ 
fare ; bread and cheefe and kifles. 

Lady Anfw. Poh I what have ycid bat 

chelors to do with your money, but Xo^:^ 
treat the ladies ? you have nothing to« 
keep, but your own four quarters. 

Lady Smart. My lord, has caiptair 
Brag ^\^Q honour to be related to youc^ 
lordlKip? 

Ld. Sjjarki/h. Very nearly, niadamj^ 
he's my coufin-gerraan quite removM. 

Lady 
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. Lady Anfw, Pray, is he not rich ? 

Ld. Bparhijh, Ay, a rich rogue, two. 
fhirts and a rag. 

. ; . CpL Well,^ however, they fay he has 
a,^ great eftate, but only the right owner 
keeps him out of it. 

jLady Smart. What religion is he of ? 

Ld. Bparkijh. Why he is an Anything" 
arian. 

Lady Anfw. I believe he has his religion 
to chufe, my lord. 

mtvcsoMl /cratches his head. 

Mi/s. f'ie,. Mr. Neoerqut^ ar*n*t you 
afliam'd I I beg pardon for the expredion, 
but I'm afrkid your bofom-friends are be- 
come your back-biters. 

Neoerout Well, mifs, \ law a flea once 
on your pinner, and a lou(e is a man's 
companion, but a flea is a dog's compa- 
nion ; however, I wifli you would fcratch 
«ny neck with your pretty white hand. 

Mifs. And who would be fool«then? 
I woud'n't touch a man's flefli for the 
tmiverfe. You have the wrong fow by the 
car, I aflure you ; that's meat for your 
mailer. 

02 NeveroHtu 
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Neverout. Mifs Notable^ all quarrels 

laid aiide, pray flep hither for a momeDt. 

Mife, I'll wafli my hands and wait on 

you, Sir ; but pray come hither, and try 

to open this lock. 

Neverout. We'll try what we can do. 
Mlfs, We! — what have you pigs in 
your belly ? 

Neverout. Mifs, I aflure you, I am ve^ 
ry handy at all things. 

Mifs. Marry, hang them that can't 
give themfelves a good word : I believe 
you may have an even hand to throw a 
loufe in the fire, 

CoU Well, I muft be plain ; here's a 
very bad fmell. 

Mtfs, Perhaps, colonel, the fox is the 
finder. 

Neverout. No, colonel; 'tis only your 
teeth againft rain : but — 

' Mifs. Colonel, I find you would make 
a very bad poor man's fow. 

Colonel coughing. 

Col. I have got a fad cold. 

.Lady Anfw. hyy 'tis well if ofte can 
get any thing thefe hard times, 

Mifs. [7oC<?/.]Choak; chicken, there's 
more a hatching. Ltfdj^ 
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'Lady Smart. Pray, colonel, how did 
on get that cold ? 

Ltd, Sparkijh. Why, madam, I fup- 
•ofe the coJone;! gpt it by lying a-bed 
arefoot. 

Lady Anfw» Why then, colonel, you 
luft take it for better for worfe, as a man 
ikes his wife. 

CoL Well, ladies, I apprehend ..you 
dthout a conftable. 

Mifi' Mr. Neverout ! Mr. Neverout I 
ome hither this moment. . , . 

L^idy Smart, [imitating herl M.v./Nei' 
erout! Mr. Neverout I I wifli he were 
ed to your girdle. 

Neverout. What's the matter ! whofe 
iare*s dead now ? 

Mifs. Take your labour for your pains 5 
:3U may go back again, like a fool as you 
Lme. 

" Neverout. Well, mifs, if you deceive 
le a lecond time, 'tis my fault. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, methinks your 
>at is too {hort. 

Col. It will be long enough before I 
^■t another, madam. 

3 . Mifs. 
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Mifs. Come, come ; the coat's a good 

coat, and come of good friends. . 

Neverout. Ladies, you are oiidakep in 

theftufF; 'tis half filk. 

Col. Tom Neverout, you are a fool, and 

that's your fault. , , - 

^ zreat noifi below. 

Lady Smart. Hey I what a clatlicsring 
is here I one would think hell was Woke 
loofe. 

Mi/s. Indeed, niadam, I muft take my 
leave, for I a'n't well. 

Lady Smart. What 1 you arc ftck of 
the mulligrubs with eating chopt hay ?^ 

Mifs. No, indeed, madam 5 Tm lick 
and hungry, more need of a cook than a 
dodor. 

Lady Anf<w. Poor mifs 1 (lie's (jck as 
a cufhion, jfhe wants nothing but ftuJffihg. 

Col. If you are fick, you ihall.hi^ve a 
caudle of calfs eggs. 

Neverout. I can't find my gloves. 

Mifs. I faw the dog running away with, 
fome dirty thing a while ago. 

CoL Mifs, you have got my h^iridker- 
chief ; pray, let me have it. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart, No ; keep it mifs j for 
they fay, pofTeflion is eleven points, of the 
law. 

Mifs, Madam, he fhall ne'er have it 
again ; 'tis in huckfters hands. 

Lady Anfw, What 1 I fee *tis raining 
again. 

Ld, Sparkijh. Why, then, roadawj, we 
muft do as they do in Sp(iin, 

Mifs, Pray, my lord, how is that ? 

Ld, Sparkijh. Why, madam, we muft 
let it rain. 

Mifs ivhifpers Lady Smiati 

Neverout. There's no whifperirig, but 
there's lying 

Mifs- Lord \ Mr. Neverout, you are as 
pert as a pear-monger this morning. 

Neverout, Indeed, mifs, you are very 
handfome» 

Mifs. Poh I I know that already ; tell 
mc news. 

Somebody knocks at the door. 

Footman comes in. 

Footman [to CoL"] An plcafe your ho- 

O 4. nour. 
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Dour, there's a man below wants to fpeak 
to you. 

CoL Ladies, your pardon for a mintite.. 

\Co\, , goes out. 

Lady Smart, Mifs, I fcnt ycfterdajr to 
know how you did, -but you werie gone 
abroad early. 

Mifs, Why, indeed, madam, I was 
hunch'd up in a hackney-coach with 
three country acquaintance, who called 
upon me to. take the air as far 2& High- 
gate, 

Lady Smart, And had ypli a pleafaiit 
, airing ? 

M^. No, madam; it rained all the 
time ; I was jolted to death, and the toa^ 
was fo bad, that I fcreamied every mo^ 
ment, and called to the coachn^an, Prayj 
friend, don't fjpill us. 

Neverout. So, mifs, you we|:e a&aid* 
that pride wou'd have a fall. 

Mifs, Mv, Neverout y whert I ^ant a 
fool, I'll fend for you. 

Ld. Sparkifh. Mifs, did'n't your left 
ear burn lad night } 

Mifs. Pray why, my lord ? 

Ld. Sparkifh, Becaufe I was then in 
I fomc; 



Cqme compmy where ybu w^re pxtoU'd 
tp the ikies, I afTure jrQi|. 

Mi/t* My lord^ th^t lyas pjpre their 
goodoefs. tfen roy deferf> 

Ld. Sparkijb, They faid, that yov| 
werp a (wmpleat b<iftpty.' 

Mj^. My lord, J gai as God p^ode me, 

LadyL&^f* The girPf ^^11 enQygh, 
if fhe bad but another nofe. 
\ Mifu Ph 1 njad^Wj J l^now \ (hali al- 
ways have your gpodw^rd; you love to 
help a lame dog ovf r tl^e ftik. , 

One knocks. 

La^ Smart, Whb«^ere? you're on 
tb6 Wrong fide of the door j come in, if 
yov^ jbe fat. 

Colonel comes in agaiit* 

t4, 'Sparkijh, Why, colonel, you are 
^ ^a» qf greJ^t bW^^^rs. 

P<?/. Ay, ay, my lord, Tm like my lord- 
raayofs fool, full of bufinefs, and no- 
thing to do. 

LcKfy Smart. My lord, don't you think 
|ihc colonei's mightily fall'n away of late ? 

Ld* 
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Ld. Sparkijb, Ay, fall'n from a hbrfe* 
load to a cart-load. 

Col, Why, my lord, egad I am like a 
rabbit, fat and lean in four and twenty 
hours. 

Lady Smart, I afllire you, the colonel 
walks as ftraight as a pin. 

Mifs: Yes; he's a handfome-body'd 
man in the face. 

Neverout, A handfbme foot and leg : 
God-a-mercy fhoe and flocking ! 

Col, What! three upon one! that^s 
foul play : this would make a parfon 
fwear. 

Neverout, Why, mif^, wha.t*s the mat- 
ter ? you look as if you had neither woa 
nor loft. 

CoL Why, you muft know^ miis lives 
upon love. 

Mifs, Yes, upon love and lumps of the 
cupboard. 

JLiody Anjw, Ay ; they fay love and 
peas^porridge are two dangerous things ; 
one breaks the heart, and the other the 
belly. 

Mifi, \imitating Lady Anfwerall's /«»*] 

Very 
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Very pretty ! one breaks the heart, and 
thectfher the belly. 

iLady Anfm. Have a care j they fay, 
knocking is catching, 

Mifs, I never heard that. 

Nwerout. Why, then, mifs, you have 
a wrinkle **- more than ever you had 
before. 
. . Mifs, Well ; live and learn. 

^evermP* Ay » and be hang'd and 
forget ail. 

Mi/s, Well, Mr. Never out, t&kc it s» 
you pleafe ; but, I fwear, you are a faucy 
jack, to ufe fuch expreffions. 

Nf^rout. Why then, mifs, if you go 
to that, I muft tell you there's ne'er a jack 
but there's a jill. 

Mifi* Oh ! Mr. Neuerout^ every bpdy 
knows that you arc the pink of courtefy, 

Neixrout, And, mifs, all the world' al- 
lows, that you are the flower of civility. 

Ji4ady Smart. Mifs, I hear there was a 
great deal of cdmpany where you vifited 
lall night : pray, who were they ? 
• il/iy'J. Why, there was old lady IPor* 
ward, mils Toafid-agam, Sir Join Ogle^ 
my lady Clapper , and I, (juoth the dog. 

CqL 
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CoU Was your vifit long, miis ? 

Mifs. Why, tryly, they went all to the 
opera; and fo poor pil^rlick paqi^ hom^ 
aloqe. 

Nemrout. Alack a-day, poor uiifs I pie-* 
thinks it grieves me to pity yoy. 

Mifi* What I you think, you {aid a 
fine thing now ; well, if I had a dog witi} 
po more wit, | would hang him. 

Ld. Smart. Mifs, if it is manners, may 
I afk which is oldeft, you or lady Scuttle P 

Mifs. Why, ray lofd, whep Idie for 
age,- {he may quake for fear. 

Lady Smart. She's a very grc^i^ gadder 
abroad. 

Lady Anfm. Lord! {he made me fol- 
low her la{l week through all the {liops 
like a * Tantiny pig. 

Lady Smart. I remember, yop t<Jd me^ 
you had been with her froni Dan to Beer- 
Jheba, 

Co\ox\t\ /pits. 

Col. Lord I I {hall die ^ I cauQot {pit 
from me. 

* St. Anthonfs pig : It neck of a pig, and maintain 

beine fabled of St. Antbo*^ it at the commoa charge, in 

the Hermit, that he wrought honour to his memory, 

a miraculous cure on an hog, FfcAce the proverb^ To folr 

it became a cuftom in feveral low like a Tantiny ^pig. 
places to tie a bell about the 

Mifs, 
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Mifs. Oh ! Mr. Neverout^ my little 
mntefs has juft litter'd ; fpeak me fair, 
nd I'll fetyou down for a puppy. 

Nevermt. Why, mifs, if I fpeak you 
lir, perhaps I mayn't tell truth. 

Ld, Sparhjh. Ay, but Tom^ fmoke 
aat, fhe calls you puppy by craft. 

Neverout. Well, mifs, you jide the 
Dre-horfe to-day. 

Mifs, Ay, many a one fays well, that 
hinks ill. 

Neverout t Fie, mifs; youfaid that once 
(efore ; and, you know, too much of one 
bing is goo4 for nothing. 

Mifs, Why, fure, we can't {ay a good 
hing too often. 

Ld, Sparkijh, Well, fo much for that,^ 
md butter for iifh; let us call another 
:aufe. Fray, madam, does your lady/lnp 
inow Mrs. Nice f 

Lady Smart, PerfedHy well, my lord; 
[he's nice by name, and nice by. mture. 

Ld, Sparkijh. Is it poffible (he could 
take that booby Tom Blunder, £ot love? 

Mi/s. She had good fkill in horfe-fleih, 
that -would chufe a goofe. to ride on. - 

Lady 



■j 
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Lady Anjia, Why, my lord, 'twas ; her 
fate ; they fay, marriage and haiiging go 
by deftiny. 

CoL I believe (he*ll never be burnt for 
a witch. 

Ld. Sparhifh. They fay, marriages arc 
made in heaven ; but I doubt, wheii fhe 
was married, fhe had no friend there. . 

Nevermt* Well, (he's got out of God*$ 
blefling into the warm fun. 

CoL The fellow's well enoii^,^ if he 
had any guts in his brains. 

Lady -Smart* They fay, thereby hang;s 
a tale. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Why, he's a mere hob- 
bledehoy, neither a map nor a boy. 

Mifs, Well, if I were to chufe a huf- 
band, I would never be married to a little 
man. 

Neverout, Pray, why fo, mils ? for 
they fay, of all evils we ought to chufe the 
lealt. 

Mifs, Becaufe folks would fay, when 
they faw us together. There goes the wo- 
man and her hufband. 

CoL [to Lady Smart] Will your lady- 
fhip be on the Mall to-morrow night? 

Lady 
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Lady Smart. No, that won't be pro- 
per,; you know to-morrow*8 Sunday* 

Ld. Sparkijh, What then, madam? 
they fay, the better day, the better deed. 

Lady Anjw» Pray, Mr. Neverout^ how 
do you like lady jPr»5f^ f 

Neverout, Pox on her! (he's as old as 
Poles*. 

Miff , So will ypu b^ if you ben*t 
hang*d when you're young. 

Neverout, Come, mils, let us befriends: 
will you go to the park this evening ? 

Mifs, With all my heart, and a piece 
of my liver ; but not with you. 

Lady Smart, I'll tell you one thing, 
and that's not two; I'm afraid I fhall 
get a fit of the head-ach to-day. 

CoL Ohl madam, don't be afraid ; it 
conjes with a fright. 

Mifs, \to Lady AnJwJ\ Madam, one of 
your ladyfhip's lappets is longer than t*o> 
ther. 

Lady Anjw. Well, no matter; they 
that ride on a trotting horic will ne'^ per- 
ceive it. 

Neverout, Indeed, mifs, your lappets 
hang worfe. 

* For St. PauTs church. Mtfs, 
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Mifs. Well, I love a lyar in my hearty 
and .you fit xxit to a hair* 

Mifs rifes up. 

Neverout. Doce take you, mifs ; you 
trod on my foot t I hope you dotl't in- 
tend to come to my bed-fide. 

Mifs. In troth, you are afraid of yotir 
friends, and none of them near you* 

Ld. Sparkijh. Well faid, girl ! [£wiftg 
her a chuck"] take that ; they fay, a chuck 
under the chin is worth two kifles. 

Lady Anfai But, Mr. Nevetouty I 
wonder why fuch a handfome, ftraighf, 
young gentleman as you, don't get ibme 
rich widow. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Straight ! ay, ftraight as my 
leg, and that^s crooked at knee. 

Neverout t, Faith, madam, if it rain'd 
rich widows, none of them would fall up- 
on me. Egad, I was born under a three- 
penny planet, never to be worth a groat. 

Lady Anfw. No, Mr. Neverout i I be- 
lieve you were born with a caul on your 
head ; you are fuch a favourite among 
the ladies : but what think you of widow 
Prim ^ file's immenfely rich. 

Neverout, 
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Neverout. Hang her ! they fay her fa- 
ther was a baker. 

hady Smart. Ay ; but it is not> what 
is fhc, but what has Ihe, now-a-days. 

Col. Tom^ faith, put on a bold face for 
once, and have at the widow. I'll fpeak 
a good word for you to her. 

Lady Anfw. Ay ; I warrant, you'll 
fpeak one word for him, and two for 
yourfelf. 

. Mtfs. Well J I had that at my tongue's 
end. 

Lady Anfw, Why, mifs, they fay, good 
ivitsjump. 

Never&ut. Faith, madam, I had rather 
marry a woman I lov'd, in her fmock, than 
widow Pr/V», if fhe had her weight in gold. 

Lady Smart. Come, come, Mr. Nc- 
verout, marriage is honourable, but houfe- 
kecping is a flirew. 

Lady Anfw. Confider, Mr. Neverout, 
four bare legs in a bed ; and you are a 
younger brother. 

CoL Well, madam ; -the younger bro- 
ther is the better gentleman : however, 
^om^ I would advife you to look before you 
leap. 

Vol. XI. P Ld. 
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Ld. SparkiJIx The colonel fays true ; 
befides, you can't exped to wive and 
thrive in the fame year. 

Mifs. \_pDuddermg^ Lord ! there's 
fomebody walking over my grave. 

Col. Pray, lady Anfxerall^ where was 
you laft tVednefday^ wheji I did myfelf 
the honour to wait on you ? I think your 
ladyfhip is one of the tribe of Gad. 

Lady Anfa. Why, colonel, I was at 
church. 

Col. Nay, then will I be hang'd, ancjl 
my horfe too. 

Neveroiit. I believe her ladyfliip was at 
a church with a chimney in it. 

Mifs. Lord, my petticoat ! how it han^ 
byjommetry! 

Neverout. Perhaps the fault may be in 
your {hape. 

Mifs. [looking gravely'\ Come, Mr. 
Neverout^ there's no jeft like the true jefl:; 
but I fuppofe you think my back's broad 
enough to bear every thing. 

Neveroiit. Madam, I humbly beg your 
pardon. . 

Mifs. Well, Sir, your pardon's granted. 
Neverout, Well, all things have atx 

en(V. 
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end, and a pudden has two, up-up-on 

' me-my-my word. [flutters* 

Mifs. What! Mr. Neverout^ can't you 
(peak without a fpoon ? . 

Ld. Sparkijh, [ta Lady Smart'] Ha* 
your ladyfhip feen the duchefs fince your 
falling out ? ■ 

Lady Smart, Never, my lord, but once 
at a vifit; and (he look'd^at me as the 
devil look'd over Lincoln. 

Neuerout, Pray, mifs, take a pinch of 
my fnuff. 

Mifs. What ! you break my head, and 
give me a plafter ; well, with all my 
heart ; once, and not ufe it. 
. Neverout. Well, mifs ; if you wanted 
me and your viduals, you'd want your 
two beft friends. 

CoL \to Never out."] Tom, mifs and you 
muft kifs and be friends. 

Neverout falutts Mifs, 

Mifs. Any thing for a quiet life 5 my 
flofe itch'd, and 1 knew I fhould drink 
wine, or kifs a fool. 
- CoL Well, Tom, if that ben't fair, hang 

P 2 Neverout. 
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Neverout, I never faid a rude thing to 
a lady in my life. 

Mijs. Here's a pin for that lye ; I'm 
fure lyars had need have good manories. 
Pray, colonel, was not he very uncivil to 
me but juft now ? 

Lady Anfio.- Mr. Neverout ^ if mife 
will be angry for nothing, take my coun- 
fel, and bid her turn the buckle of her 
girdle behind her. 

Neverout, Ck)me, lady Anfweralli I 
know better things ; mifs and I are good 
friends ; don't put tricks upon travellers. 

CoL Tomy not a word of the pudden, I 
beg you. 

Lady Smart, Ah, colonel I you'll ne- 
ver be good, nor then neither. 

Ld, Sparkijh. Which of the good's 
d'ye mean ? good for fomething, or good 
for nothing? .; 

Mifs. I have a blifter on my tongue; 
yet I don't remember I told a lye. 

Lady Anfm. I thought you did juft now. 

Ld. Sparkip. Pray, madam, what di^ 
thought do ? 

Lady Anjw, Well, for my life, I car** 
not conceive what your lordlliip means. 
4 L^ 
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Ld., Sparkijh. Indeed, madam, I meant . 
no harm. 

: Lady Smart, ^^o, to be fure, my lord ! 
you are as innocent as a devil of two, 
yeai:9 old. 

Neverout. Madam, they fay, ill doers ^ 
are ill deemers ; but I don't apply it to 
your ladyfliip. 

"hAik mending a hole in her lace, 

Mifs, Well, you fee, I'm mending; I 
hope I (hall be good in time ; look, lady 
Anfaerally is it not well mended ? 

Lady Anfw, Ay, this is fbmething like 
9 tanfy. 

Neverout, Faith, mifs, you have mend- 
ed it, as a tinker mends a kettle ; ftop 
obe hole, and make two. 

Ledy Smart:, Pray, colonel, are you 
not very much tann'd ? 

Cd, Yes, madam ; but a cup of Chrijl- 
mas'2\Q will foon wa(h it off. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Lady Smart., does not 
Jtour ladyfliip think Mrs. Fade is mightily 
filter'd fince her marriage ? 

Lady AnJw.Whyi my lord, flie was 
^liandfome in her time; but flie cannot 

P 3 eat 
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eat her cake and have her c^e : I hear 

ihe's grown a mere otomy. 

Lady Smart. Poor creature! the black. 
ox has fet his foot upon her already. • ' 

Mtfs. Ay ; Ihe has quite loft the blue . 
on the plumb. 

Lady Smart, And yet, they' fay, heir' 
Jiufband is very fond of her ftill. 

Lady Anfiso. Oh 1 madam ; if fli^ 
would eat gold, he would give it her. 

Never out. \td Lady Smart'] Madam,^^ 
have you heard, that lady ^^eafy wa^ 
Jately at the playhoufe incog f - 

Lady Smart. What 1 . lady ^^ueafy of 
all women in the world ! Do you fe.y it 
upon Rep ? 

Neverout. Poz, I faw her with my own 
eyes; fhe fat among the mob in the gal- 
lery ; her own ugly phiz : and fhe faw 
nie look at her. 

Col. Her lady (hip was plaguily bamb'dj 
I warrant it put her into the hipps. 

Neverout. I fmoked her huge nofe, andy 
egad, flie put me in mind of the wood- 
cock, that ftrives to hide his long bill^ 
and then thinks nobody fees hinif 
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Col. Ivm^ I advife you, hold your 
ongue; for you'll never fay fo good a' 
liing again. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, what are you look- 
ig for ? 

Mifs. Oh ! madam ; I have loft the. 
neft needle — • , 

• Lady Anfw. Why, feek till you find 
■, and then you won't lofe your labour. 

Never out. The loop of my hat is broke ; 
ow fhall I mend it ? [hefajhfis it iinth a 
in\ Well, hang him, fay I, that has no 
hift. 

Mifs, Ay, and hang him that has one 
00 many. 

Neverout. Oh ! mifs ; I have heard a 
id ftory of you. 

Mifs. I defy you, Mr. Neverout', no- 
3dy can fay, black's my eye. 

Neverout. I believe, you wifli they. 
iuld. 

Mtfs. Well ; but who was your author? 
•ome, tell truth, and (hame the devil. 

Neverout, Come then, mifs; guefs 
'^ho it was that told me ; come, put on 
Our confidering-cap. 

Mifs. Well, who was it ? 

P 4. Neverout, 
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Neverout. Why, one that lives withic 
a mile of an oak. 

Mifs. Well, go hang yourfelf in youi 
own garters ; for I'm fure, the gallows 
groans for yon. 

Neverout. Pretty mifs I I was but it 
jeft. 

Mifs. Well, but don't let that ftick ir-^ 
your gizzard. 

. Col. My lord, does your lordfliip kno^^Si^ 
Uxs.TalkallF 

Ld. Sparhi/h. Only by fight ; but. !• 

hear fhe has a great deal of wit ; and t — - 

gad, as the laying is, mettle to the back. 

Lady Smart. So I hear. 

Col. Why Dick Lubber faid to her t'o^ — • 

ther day, Madam, you caa't cry ho to ^^ 

goofe: yes, but I can, (aid. (he; and,.e 

gad, cry'd bo full in his face. We al^=^ 
thought we fliould break our hearts witfc^n 
laughing. 

Ld. Sparhfi. That was cutting with ^^ 
vengeance : And prithee how did the foo' ^ 
look? ' 

Col. Look ! egad, he look'd for all th^ss 
world like an owl in an ivy-buih. ' "^ 

■ ■ • Achilc:=:d 
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A child comes in fir earning, 

Mifs. Well, if that child Was mine, Fd 
hip it till the blood came; peace, you 
ttle vixen ! if I were near you, I would 
of be far from you. 

Lady Smart. Ay, ay; batchelors wives 
nd maids children are finely tutor'd. 

Lady Anfw, Come to me, inafter ; 
nd I'll give you a fugar-plumb. Why, 
aifs, you forget that ever you was a child 
owfelf. \She gives the child a lump of 
ugar,] I have heard 'em fay, boys will 
ong. . ^ 

Col. My lord, I fuppofe you ktiow that 
Mr. Buzzard has married again ? 

Lady Smart. This is his fourth wife; 
iien he ha« been fhod round. 

Col. Why, you muft know, fhe had a 
month's mind to Dick Frontle/sy and 
thought to run away with him; but her 
parents forced her to take the old fellow 
for a good fettlement. 

Ld. Sparkijh. So the man got his mare 
again. 

Ld. Smart. I'm told he laid a very 
good thing to Dick ; faid he, You think 

' ' us 
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us old fellows are fools ; but we old fel- 
lows know young fellows are fools. 
' CoL I know nothing of that ; but I 
know, he's devilifli old, and flie's very 
young. 

Lady Anfw. Why, they call that a 
match of the world's making. 

Mifs, What if he had been young, and 
ihe old ? 

Neverout. Why, mifs, that would have 
been a match of the devil's making ; but 
when both are young, that's a match of 
God's making. 

Mifs fearching her pockets for a thimble^ 
brings out a nutmeg. 

Neverout. Oh! mifs, have a care; for 
if you carry a nutmeg in your pocket, 
you'll certainly be married to an old man. 

Mffs. Well, and if I ever be married, 
it fliall be to an old man ; they always 
make the beft hulbands ; and it is better 
to be an old man's darling, than a young 
man's warling. 

Neverout. Faith, mifs, if you fpeak as 
you think, I'll give you my mother for a 
maid. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart rings the bell. 

Footman comes in* 

Lady Smart. Harkee, you fellow ; run 
D my lady Match^ and defire flie willre-; 
lember to be here at fixj to play at qua- 
rille : d'ye hear, if you fall by the way, 
on't ftay to get up again. 

Footman. Madam, I don't know the 
loufe. 

Lady Smart, That's , not for want of 
jnorance; follow your nofej go, en- 
quire among the fervants, 

''ootman goes outy and leaves the door 
open. 

Lady Smart,, Here, come back, you 
ellow ; why did you leave the door o- 
)en? Remember, that a good fervant 
nuft always come when he's call'd, do 
vhat he's bid, and fhut the door after 
lim. 

The Footman goes out agcnn^ and folk 
down Jiairs, 

Lady ^Jw, Neck or nothing ; comje 

down, 
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dowri) or I'll fetch you down : well, but 
I hope the poor fellow has not iav*d the 
hangman a labour. 

JVeverout, Pray, madam, fmoke mif& 
yond^, biting her lips, and playing with> 
her fan, 

Mifs. Who's that takes my name i 
vain ? 

Sie rum up to them^ and falls down* 

Lady Smart, What, more falling I do^a 
you intend the frolick (hould go round ? 

Lady Anfw, Why, mifs, I wifh youMB 
may not have broke her ladyibip's floitf. 

-Neverout, Mifs, come to me, and I'll^B 
take you up. 

Lady Sparkijb. Well, but, without a^@ 
jeft, I hope, mifs, you are not hurt. . 

GoL Nay, (he muft be hurt for c^tain S^» 
for you fee her head is all of a lump. 

Mifs. Well, remember this, colonel^^ » 
when I have money, and you have none— ►'^• 

Lady Smart, But, colonel, when dt*^^*' 

you defign to get a houfe, and a w'xfe^^g^^} 

. and a fire to put her in ?. 

Mi/s. Lord! who would be maniec 
to a foJdier, and carry iiis knapiac^ ? . 
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Neverout, Oh, madam: Mars and 
''enus^ you know, 

CoL Egad, madam, I'd marry tp-mor- 
DW, if I thought I could bury my wife 
ift when the honey-mooii is over i but 
bey fay, a woman has as many lives as a 
at. 

Lady Anfw. I find, the colonel thinks, 
, dead wife under, the table is the beft- 
;oods in a man*s houfe. 

Lady Smart, O but, colonel,, if yoti 
tad a good wife, it would break your 
leart to part with her. 

CoU Yes, madam; for they fay, he 
hat has loft his wife and fijcp^nce, has 
oft a tefter. 

La(fy Smart, But, colonel, they iky, 
hat every married man ftiould believe 
here's but one gockl wife io the world, 
iid that's his own. 

CaL For afl that, I doubt, a good wife 
nuft be befpokej for there's none ready 
nade. 

Mifi* I fuppofe, the gentleman's a wo- 
nan- hater ; but, Sir, I think you ought 
:o remiciiiber, that you had a mother : 
uid pcay, if it had not beea for a wo- 
man, 
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man, where would you have been, colc^- 
nel ? 

Col. Nay, mifs, you cry'd whore firft, 
when you talk'd of the knapfack. 

Lady Anfw. But I hope you won't I 
blame the whole fex, becaufe fome arc | 
bad. 1 

Neverout. And they fay, he that hates 
woman, fuck'd a fow. 

Col. Oh I madam ; there's no general 
rule without an exception. 

Lady Smart. Then, why don't yo«-i 
marry, and fettle ? 

Col. Egad, madam, there's nothing wi^^ 
fettle me but a bullet. 

• Ld. Sparhijh. Well, colonel, there*^' 
one comfort, that you need not fear/^^ 
cannon-bullet. 

Co/. Why fo, my lord ? 

Ld. Sparkijh. Becaufe they fay, h^^ 
was curs'd in his mother's belly that wa^^ 
kill'd by a cannon-bullet. 

Mifs. I fuppofe, the colonel was crofs'c^ 

in his firft love, which makes him fb fe 

vere on all the fex. 

Lady Anfw. Yes; and I'll hold ^^ 
hundred to one, that the colonel has \xer0^ 
...... ' ovej 
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>ver head and ears in love with fome lady 
hat has made his heart ake. 

CoL Oh ! madam, we foldiers are ad- 
nirers of all the fair fex. 

Mifs. 1 wifli I could fee the colonel in 
ove till he was ready to* die. 

Lady Smart. Ay ; but I doubt, few 
)eople die for love in thefe days. 

Neverout. Well, I confefs, I differ from 
he colonel ; for I hope to hive a rich 
.nd a handfome wife yet before I die. 

Col. Ay, T'om ; live horfe, and thou fhalt 
lave grafs. 

Mifs. Well, colonel ; but, whatever 
'ou fay againft women, they are better 
:reatures than men ; for men were made 
>f clay, but woman was made of man. 

CoL Mifs, you may fay what you pleafe ; 
)ut, faith, you'll never lead apes in hell. 

Neverout. No, no ; I'll be fworn mifs 
las not an inch of nun's flefh about her. ^ 

Mifs. I underftumble you, gentle- 
men. 

Neverout. Madam, your humble-cum- 
Jumble. 

Ld, Sparkijh. Pray, ;nifs, when did 
^ 6 you 
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you fee your old acquaintance Mr$. Clou- 
dy f you and (Le are two, I hear. 
•, Mifs. See her ! marry, I don't care whe — 
ther I ever fee her again ; God blcfs m^ 
eye-fight. 

Lady Anfw. Lord ! why (he and yofc=i 
were as great as two inkle-weavers. IV^ 
(een her hug you as the devil hugg*d tk^^ 
witch. 

Mifs. That's true ; but Fm told icmt 
certain, {he*s no better than (he (houl ^ 
be. 

Lady Smart. Well, God mend us alt ; 
but you muft allow, the world is ver-y 
cenforious ; I never beard that fhe was a 
naughty pack. 

Col. \to Nefueroui\ Come, Sir 'thom^^i 
when the king pleafes, when do you id- 
tend to march ? 

Ld. Sparkijh. Have patience, 'fonty is 
your friend Ned Rattle married ? 

Neverout. Yes, faith, my lord ; he h^s 
tied a knot with his tongue, that he ca-i* 
never untie with his teeth. 

Lady Smart. Ah ; marry in hafte, ari-<^ 
repent at leifure. 

La^ 
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Lady A7-ifw. flas he got a good for- 
une with his ladj? ? for they faj, fome- 
bing has fome favouFj but nothiag haa 
o 'flavour. ' " 

Never out. Faith, madam, all he gets 
^ her -he may put into his eye and Tee 
ever the worfe. 

Mifs, Then, I believe, he heartily 
afhes her in Abrahams, bofom. 

■CoL Pray, my lord, how does Charles 
'Jmher and his fine wife agree ? 

Ld. Sparkijh. Why, they fay, he*s the 
jreateft cuckold in town. 

Neverout. Oh! but my lotd, you 
liould always except my lord -mayor. 

Mifs. Mr. Neverout\ 

Neverout, Hay, madam, did you call 
He? 

Mifs. Hay I why hay is for horfes. 

Neverout* Why, mifs, then you may 
:ifs — 

CoL Pray, my lord^ what*s o'clock by 
our oracle ? 

Ld, Sparkijh. Faith, I can't tdl, I 
hink my watch rtins upon wheels. 

Nenjerout, Mifs, pray be fo kind to 

Vol. IX. Q^. . call 
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call a fervant to bring me a glaTs of fmall 
beer : I know you are at home here. 

Mifs. Every fool, can do as they're bid: 
Make a page of your own age, and do it 
yourfelf. 

Nefverout, Chufe, proud fool ; I did 
but afk you. 

Mifs puts her hand upon her knee, 

Neverout, What ! mifs, are you dunk- 
ing of your fweet-heart ? is your garter 
flipping down? 

Mifs. Pray, Mr. Neverouty keep yovtt 
breath to cool your porridge ; you mcsi-' 
fure my corn by your buftiel. 

Never out. Indeed, mifs, you lye — - 
.. Mifs. Did you ever any thing in 
rude? 

Neverout. I mean, you lye — under a 
miftake. 

Mifs. If a thoufand lyes could c^oa.k 
you, you would have been choaked many 
a day ago. 

Mifs flrives to fnatch Neverout's fnu^" 

box. 

Neverout. Madam, you miifed that, ^^ 
you mifs'd your mother « bleffing. 
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She tries again , and mijfes, 

" Neoerout, Snap fliort makes you look 
b lean, mifs. 

Mifs. Poh I you are fo robuftious, you 
lad like to put out my eye ; I aflure you, 
f you blind me, you muft lead me. 

Lady Smart. Dear mifs, be quiet ; and 
•riog me a pincu(hion out of that clofet. 

Mifs opens the clofet-door, and/quails* 

Lady Smart, Lord blefs the girl! 
irhat's the matter now ? 

Mifs, I vow, madam, I faw fomething 
1 black ; I thought it was a fpirit. 

Col. Why mifs, did you ever fee a fpi- 
it? 

Mifs. No, Sir ; I thank God, I never 
aw any thing worfe than myfelf. 

Neverout. Well, I did a very foolidi 
hing yefterday, and was a great puppy 
or my pains. 

/ Mifs. Very likely ; for they fay, many 
true word's Ipoke in jeft. 

Footman returns. 

Lady Smart. Well, did . you deliver 
Q^ 2 your 
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your MelTage ? you are fit to be fent for 1 
forrovv, you ftay fo long by the way. 

Foe t man. Madam, my Lady was not 
at home, fo I did not leave the M^- 
fage. ■■ ' - ' 

Lady Smart. This it is to fend a fool 
of an errand. 

Ld. Sparkijh. [looking at his watch"^ "Tis 
paft twelve o'clock. 

Lady Smart. Well, what is that a- 
mong all us ? 

Ld. SparkiJJj. Madam, I mufl take my 
leave : come, gentlemen, are you for.a 
march ?. 

Lady Smart. Well, but your lorddjip 
and the colonel will dine with us to-day; 
and, Mr. Neverout^ I hope, we fhall .have 
your . good company : there • will be no 
foul elfe, befides my own lord and thefe 
ladies;, for every body knows, I hate a 
croud ; I would rather want vittles than 
elbow-room : we dine pundually at thre<« 

Ld. Sparkijh. Madam, we'll be fure ^^ 
attend your ladyfhip. 

Col. Madam, my iiomach ferves me i ^" 
ftead of a clock. 
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AnotEer Footrhan comes bach 

. Lady. Smart. Oh ! . you are the t'other 
eflbw I feot : well, have you been with 
oy lady Club f you are good to fend of 

dead map's jecfAnd.. 

Footman. Madam, my lady Club begs 
our ladyfhip's pardon J but flie is en- 
;aged to-night. 

'^J^ifs., Well, Mv. Neverouty here's the 
ack of my hand to you. 
' N'everout. Mifs, I find, you will have 
he laft word. . Ladies, I am - more yours 
Mn my own. 



.0.3 DIAi 
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DIALOGUE 11. 

Lord Smart and the farmer compary at 
three o clock coming to dine. 

After falutations. 

Lord Smart. 

I'M forry I was not at home this morn- 
ing, when you all did us the honour 
to call here : but I went to the levee to- 
day. 

Ld. Sparhijh. Oh I my lord ; I'm furc 
the lofs was ours. 

Lady Smart. Gentlemen and ladies^ 
you are come to a fad dirty houfe ; I aun 
forry for it, but we have had our hands 
in mortar. 

Ld. Sparhfh. Oh I madam ; your la- 
dy fliip is pleas'd to fay fo ; but I never 
lliw any thing fo clean and fo fine ; I 
profefs, it is a perfed paradife. 

Lady Smart. My lord, your lordfhip 
is always very obliging. 

Ld. Sparkifh. Pray, madam, whofc, 
pidure is that ? 

; V Lady 
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Lady Smart, Why, my lord, it was 

]rawn for me. 
Ld. Sparkijh, TU fwear the painter 

lid^ not flatter your ladyfhip. 
CoL My lord, the day is finely clear'd 

Ld. Smart. Ay colonel ; 'tis a pity 
:ha!t fair weather fhould ever do any 
iarai. [To JVeverout.'] Why, Tom^ you 
ire high in the mode. 

Neverout. My lord, it is better to be 
3Ut of the world than out of the fafhion. 

Ld, Smart, But, Tom^ I hear you and 
nifs are always quarreling: I fear, it is 
our fault; for I can afliure you, fhe is 
ery good-humour'd. 

Neverout. Ay, my lord ; fb is the de- 
iJ whfen he's pleas'd. 

Ld. Smart. Mifs, what do you think 
£ my friend Tom f 

Mifs. My lord, I think he's not the 
dfeft man in the world ; and truly, he's 
>aietimes very rude. 

Ld. Sparkt/h. That may be tyue; but 
etj he that hangs Tom for a fool, may 
iid\ knave in the halter. 

0.4 Mifs, 
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M^fi' Wtlj, however, I.wifh he were 

hang'd, if it «\'ere only to try. ..... 

N'^erout, V/cll,i liiifs, .if I\..iriiift be 
hangd, I won't go far.tochufe my gal- 
Iciws ; it fti^ir be about your fajrneck>. 

Mifs, I'll fee your nofe cheefefirft, and 
the dogs eating it: but, my lord,. Mr. 
Nevervut\ wit begins to run low ;, for^I 
vow, he faid| this before ; pray, cblonel-, '. 
give him a pinch, and I'll do as.miich for 
you. * 

Lady Bparhjh.. My lady Smarts your 
ladyfliip has a very fine fcarf. 

Lady Smart. Yes, ray lord ; it. <will 
make a flaming figure in a. country 
church. ' 

Footman comes in. 

Footman. Madam, dinner's upon the 
table. 

Col. Faith, I am glad of it ; my belly 
began to cry cupboard. 

Neverout. I vvifli, I may never hear 
worfe news. 

M:Js. What I Mr. Never out, you are 
in great hafle ; I believe your belly thinks 
your throat is cut. 

Neverout» 
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Neverout, No, faith, mife ; three meals 

a day, and a good fuppcr at night, will 

ferve my turn. 

Mifs, To. fay the ttuth , I'm hungry. 
Neverout. And I'm angry ; fo let us 

both go fight. 

Tiey go in to -dinnefy and^ after the ufual 
compliment Sy take their feats. \ 

i^ady Smart. Ladies and gentlemen, 
will you eat any oyfters before dinner ? ' 

Col. With ail my heart. \T'akes an qy- : 
J^er^ He was a bold man that firft eat an ' 
oyfter. 

Lady Smart. They fay, oyfters are a 
cruel meat,- becaufe we eat them alive : : 
then they are an uncharitable mea^, for 
we leave nothing to the poor ; and they 
arc an ungodly meat, becaufe we never 
fay grace. 

Neverout. Faith, that's as well faid, as 
if I had faid it myfelf. 

Lad}> Smart. Well, we are well fet if 
we be but as well ferved : come, colonel, 
handle your arms : fhall I help you to 
fome beef? 

Col, 
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CoL If your ladyfliip pleafe; and, 
pray, don't cut like a motheHn-law, 
but fend me a large f]i(% : for I love to 
lay a good foundation. I vow, 'tis a noble 
Sir- loin. 

Never out. Ay; here's cut and co6ie 
again. 

Mifs. But pray, why is it call'd a Sir- 
loin? 

Ld, Smart. Why you muft know, that 
our king James the Firft, who lov'd, 
good, eating, being invited to dinner by 
one of his nobles, an4 leeing a lai^ loia - 
of beef at his table, he drew out his 
fword, and in a frolick knighted it. Few- 
people know the fecret of this. 

Ld, Sporkijh, Beef is man'^ meat, my- 
lord. i' 

• X^. Smart;. But, vciy lord, I fay, beef is . 
the king of meat. 

■Mifs, Pray, what havp I done, that I 
muft not have a plate ? 

JLady Smart, [to Lady Anfmi^ What 
will your ladylhip pleafe to eat ? - ■ - > 

Lady Anh>. Prs^y, madani, help ybu;*- 
felf. 

Gol, 
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CoL They fay, eating and fcratching 
wants but a beginning : if you'll give me 
leave, V\\ help myielf to a flice of this 
(houlcier of veal. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, you can't do a 
kinder thing : well, you are all heartily 
welcome, as I. may fay. 

Col. They fay there are thirty and two 
good bits in a fhoulder of veal. 

Lady Smart. Ay, colonel ; thirty bad 
bits, and two good ones : you fee, I un- 
derftand you ; but I hope you have got 
one qf the two good ones. 

Nevermt* Colonel, I'll be of your 
mefs. 

Col. Then pray^ Tom^ carve for your- 
lelf : they fay, two hands in a difh, and 
one in a purfe : Hah I faid I well, Tomf 

Nfverout. Colonel, you fpoke like an 
oracle. 

Mifs. \to Lady Anjw.'] Madani, will 
your lady fhip Help me to fomc fifh? 

Ld. Smart, [to Never out."] Towy they 
iay'fifh fh'ould wim thfice. 

Neverout. How is that, my lord ? 

' -- ••' ' Ld, 
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• Z.^. Smart, Why, %m^ firft it fhould 
fvvim in the fea (do you mind me ?) then it 
fliou'ld' fwim in butter ; and at laft, firrah, 
it fliQuld fwim in good claret* 1 think I 
have made it out. .'■.'■■ 

^ Fomtnajt \to Ld Smaft,^ My lord. Sir 
^0^/; Z/W^^r. is coming. up.. ,' . ,, 

' Ld, Smart. God fo ! I invited him to 
djne.with me to-day, and forgot it : Well, 
dfei^'re Him to walk in. 

" ' Niy/r John lAngtt comes in. 

Sir John, .What! are. you at it? vvhy, 
then,- I'll be gone. 

Lady Smart. Sir John^ I beg you will 
fit down ; come, the more the merrier. 
[ Sir John. Ay j , but the fewer the bet- 
ter cheer. . 

Lady Smarts Well, I am the wofft in 
the vi'orld at making apologies; it wAs 
my lord's fault: I doubt you muft kifs 
the hare's foot. 

Sir John, I fee you are faft by the 
teeth. ' ." » 

■Col. Faith, Sir John, we"ire killiifg that 
that would kill us. 

Ld, 
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Ld. Sfarkijh. You fee,- Sir 'Johti^ we 

are upon a bufinefs of liie ^anddes^lfy. 

come, will you do as we do? yqy^ are 

come in pudding-time, < .. 

Sir John. Ay ; this woi^^ be doing if 
I -were dead. What 1 you. keep -f ourt- 
hours I fee ; I'll J3e going,: -and get ^ \iit 
of meat at my inn. ' ' • . 

. Lady Smart, Why, we won't eat you, 
Sir John, .. 

• Sir 'John. It is my own fault j but I 
was kept by a fellow, who bought foove 
J^er by/hire oxQii (^ m^. . , 

Never out. You fee, ^\t John, we ftaid 
£or you as one horfe doos for another. 

Lady Smart. My lord, will you help 
Sir John to fome beef ? Lady Anfwerall, 
pray eat, you fee your dinner: J am fure, 
if we had known we (hould have fucti 
good company, we iliould have been bet- 
ter provided ; but you muft take the wijl 
for the deed. I'm afraid you are invited 
to your lofs. 

Co/. And pray, Sir John, how do you 
like the town? you have been abfent a 



long time. 
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Sir John. Why, I find little London 
ftands juft where it did when I left it M. 

NeoerouU What do you think of Ha- 
nover-Squaref Why, Sw Jobny London 
is gone out of town fince you £iw it. 

Lady Smart, Sir Jobny I can only %, 
you are heartily welcome ; and I wiih I 
had ibmething better for you. 

CoL Here's no fait ; cuckolds will ruti 
away with the meat. 

Ld, Smart, Pray edge a little, to make 
more room for ^isyobn: Sir^i», fell 
to ; you know, half an hour is fSoon loft 
at dinner. 

Sir John, I proteft I can't cat a bif , 
for I took {hare of a beef-fteak and two 
mugs of ale with my chapman, befides ^ 
tankard oi March beer, as foon as I gc^^ 
out of my bed. 

Lacfy Anfia, Not frefh and fafting, '^ 
hope? 

Sir John, Yes, faith, madam; laf^ 
ways wafli my kettle before I put th^ 
meat in it. 

Latfy Smart, Poh I Siiyobn^ you have 
feen nine houfes fince you cat laft : come, 

you 
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jou have kept a corner of your ftomach 
for a piece of venifon-pafty. 

Sir John. Well, I'll try what I can do 
vrhen it comes up. 

Lady Anjw. Come, Sir Jobriy you may 
go further, and fare wcM^e. 

Mifs. \to Neverout,'] Pray, Mr. Never- 
cuty will you pleafe to fend me a piece of 
tongue? 

Neverout. By no means, madam ; one 
tipngue's enough for a woman. 

CoL Mifs, here's a tongue, that never 
tpM.alye. 

Mifs, That was, becaufe it could not 
(peak. Why, colonel, I never told a lye 
in my life. 

Neuerout, I appeal to all the company^ 
whether. that be not the greatefl lye that 
ever was told. 

CoL \to Neverout. "l Prithee, Toffty fend 
me the two legs, and rump, and liver of 
that pigeon ; for, you muft know, I love 
what nobody elfe loves. 

Neverout. But what if any of the kdies 
Should long? Well, here take it, and the 
d-*-l do you good with it. 

Lady 
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Lady Anfw, Well ; this eating an 
drinking takes away a body's ftoinach. 

JVjeverout. I am fure I have loft mine. 

Mifs, What ! the bottom of it, I fuf 
pofe. . 

Neverout, No, really, mifs ; I ha* 
quite -loft it. 

Mifs, I fliould be very forry a poc 
body had found it. 

Lady-Smari,. But, Sir yoi^t^ wc hcf 
you are married fince we faw you laft 
what ! you iave ilolen a wedding, 
feems? . . ^ 

Sir yokn. Well ; one can't do a fbolil 
thing once ia one's life, but one mil 
hear, of it a hundred times. 

CoL And pray,- Sir yohn^ how do( 
your lady unknown ? u 

Sir John. My wife's well, colonel, aq 
at- your fervice ia a civil way. Ha, ha« 

\He laugh 

Mifs. Pray, Sir johtiy is ^^our lady K; 
or fhort ? 

Sir John, Whyj mifs, I thank Go( 
fhe is a little evil. 

Ld. Sparkijb. Come, give me a gla 
of claret. 

3 Fool 
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Footman ^/A BifA ajmmper, 

Ld, Sparkijh, Why do you fill fp 
noLiich ? 

Nefoerout. My lord, he fills as he lov« 
you. 

hady Smart, Mifs, fhall I fend you 
(c>zne cowcomber ? 

Mifs, Madam, I dare not touch it ; for 
tl::icy £iy, cowcumbers are cold in the 
thtird degree. 

hady Smart, Mr. Neuerouty do you 
love.puddcn? 

Nefuerout, Madam, I*m like all fools, 
I Idve every thing that is good ; but the 
proof of the pudden is in the eating. 

CoL Sir John^ I hear you are a great 
W"alker, when you are at home. 

- ^r yohn. No, faith, colonel ; I always 
love to walk with a horfe in my hand : 
bpt.I have had devilifh bad luck in horfe- 
fleil^oflate. 

JLd. Smart, Why then, Sir Johny you 
niuft kifs a parfon's wife. 

Lady Smart, They fay, Sir yobrii that 
yaii'r'lady has a great deal of wit. 

Vol. IX. R Sir 
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Sir 'John* Madam, flie can make a 
pudden ; and has juft wit enough to know 
her hufband's breeches from another 
man's. 

lud. Smart. My Lord Spdrki/h, I have 
fome excellent cyder ; will you pleafe to 
tafteit? 

Ld. Sparktjh. My lord, I fhould like 
it well enough, if it were not treacha- 
ous. 

Ld. Smart, Pray my lord, how is it 
treacherous ? 

Ld, Sparktjh, Becaufe it fmiles in my 
face, and cuts my throat. [Here a loud 

laugh^ 

Mffs, Odd-fo I Madam ; your knives 
are very (harp, for I have cut my ^ger. 

Lady Smart, I am forry for it ; pray, 
which finger (God blefs the mark) ? 

Mifs, Why, this finger : no, *tis this : 
I vow I can't find. which it is. 

Neverout. Ay ; the £bx had a wound, 
and he could not tell where, ^c. Bring 
fbme water, to throw in her face. 

Mifs, Pray, Mr. Neverout y did you 
ever draw a fword in anger ? I warrant) 

you 
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you would faint at the fight of your OWa 
blood. 

Lady Smart. Mr. Ne^^rotit^ fliall 1 
fend you fbme veal ? 

Neverout, No, Madam j I don*t love 
it. 

Mifs, Theii pray for theiii that do. 1 
defire yoUr ladyfhip will fend me a bit. 

Ld. Smart. Tom, my fervice to you. 

Neverout. My lord, this moment 1 did 
ttiyfelf the honour to drink to your lord* 
Aiip. 

Ld. Smart. Why then that's Hmfifrd* 
Jhire kindnefs. 

Neoerout, Faithj my lotd, I pledged 
niyfelf I for I drank twice together with- 
out thinking. 

Ld.SparkiJhi Why thefl, dolonelj my 
humble fervice to you. 

Nefberout Pray, my lotdj don't make 
a bridge of ffiy nofe. 

Ld. Sparkl/b. Well, a glafs of this wine 
is as comfortable as matrimony to an old 
woman. 

CoL Sir Johfti I defign one of thefc 
days to come and beat up your quarters 
in Derbyjhire* 

R 3 Sir 
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Sir John, Faith, colonel, come, aod 
welcome; and flay away, and h^^tily 
welcome : but you were born within the 
found of Bow bell, and don't care to &vf 
io iax kom London* 

Mjfs, Tisy, colonel, fend me (otfn^ 
fritters. 

Colonel takes tbem out with bis band, 

CoU Here, mifs ; they fay, fiogers were 
made before forks, and bands befi)!^ 
knives. 

Lady Smart. JVfethin)^ thi^ pvidden is 
too much boil'd. 

Lady Anfw. Oh I madam, they i^y a 
pudden is poifon, wh^ it \% top m 
boil'd. 

Nefuerput.l^!^^ fliall I help you to a 
pigeon ? here's a pigeon fo finely toaftcd, 
it cries. Come eat me. 

Mifi. No fir ; I thank you. 

Neverout. Why, then ypu Ta$ky. chufe. 

Mifi- 1 have chofen already. 

Neverout, Well, you may be worfc o^ 
fcr'd, before you are twice nparried. 



tk 
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The G)Ionel fUs a large plate offoupe* '' 

tJd, Stnaru Why, colonel, yoti don't 
mean to eat all that foupe ? 

CvL O my lord, this is my fick difli ; 
\i<4icn riri well, TU have a bigger; 

Mifs* \to CoU~\ Sup, Simon \ very good 
brbthi* 

Neoerout, This feems to be a good 
pulleft. 

Mifs, I warrant, Mr. JVeverout -know^ 
whatV good for himfelf. 

Ld. Sparkifh, Tom, I (han't take* your 
vrord' for it ; help me: to a wing. 

Neverout tHes to cut of a wing: 

Nefoerouty Egad I can't hit the joint. 

Lid, SparUJh, Why then, think of a 
cuckold. 

Neverout, Oh I now I have, nick'd it. 
^Ginjes it to Ld. Sparkifh. 

Lid. Sp'arhjh, Why, a man may eat 
thisj though hi« wife lay a dying. 

CoL Pray, friend, give me a glals of 
fmdil beer, if it be good. 

Ld, Smart. Why, colonel, they fay, 
there is no fuch thing as good fmall beer, 

R 3 good 
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good brown bread, or a good old wo* 
man. . « . 

l^ady Smart, [fa Lady Anfw^ Ma- 
dam, I beg your lady (hip's pardon ; I did 
not fee you when I was cutting that bit* 

Lady Anfo), Oh! madam; after, you 
if good manners. 

Lady Smart, Lord I here^s 9 hairio 
t)ie fauce. 

Lady Sparlijb, Then fet the houndj 
qfter if. 

Neverout. Pray, colonel, help me how^, 
ever to feme of that fame fauce, 

CoL Conie; I think you are morp- 
fauce than pig. 

Ld. Smart. Sir yohttf chear up : my 
fervice to you : well, what do you thiii 
pf the world to come ? ...i 

Sir John. Truly, my lord, I think of it 
as litde as I can. 

Lady^ Smart, [pf^tiwg a Jkewer on a 
plate] Here, take this ikewcr, and carry it 
down to the cook, to drefs it for her owo 
dinner. 

Neverout. I beg your ladyfhip's paf-r. 
don ; but this fmall beer is dead. 

Lady Smart. Why, then, let it be bii- 
ried. Col 
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' CqL I'his is admirable black puddcn : 
oifs, fliall I carve you fome ? I can juft 
arv'e pudden, and that*s all; I am the 
irorft carver in the world ; I fliould never 
[lake -a good chaplain. 

Mifs. No, thank ye, colonel ; for they 
ly thofe that eat black pudden will 
ream of the devil. 

Ld, Smart, O, here comes the veni- 
)h-pafty : here, take the foupe away. 

Lid, Smart, \He cuts it up, and taftes 
he vrnfoti] '{buds, this venifon is mufty. 

leverout eats a piece,^ and it burns his 
.mdutb, 

Ld, Smart, What's the matter, Tom? 
ou have tears in your eyes, I think: what 
oft cry for, man ? ' 

N&oerout^ , My lord, I was juft think- 
ig of my poor grandmother; flie died 
)ft this very day feven years. 

Mifs takes a bit^ and burns her mouth, 

' Neverout. And pray, mifs, why do ybu 
ry too ? 

Mifs, Becaiife you were not haiig'd the 
ily your grandmother died. 

R 4 Ld, 
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Ld, Smart,. I'd have givea i<^ 
ppuods, mifs, to have faid that 

CoL Egad, I think the more I eat, the 
hungrier I am. 

Jjd, Sparkijh. Why, colonel, they fey 
one {houlder of mutton drives. d,owii an- 
other. 

Nefoermt. Egad, if I we^ to faft, for 
my life, I would take a good brei^laA 
in the morning, a good dinner at.iioon, 
and a good fupper at night. 

Zjd. Sparkijh, My lord, this venifoa is, 
plaguily pepper*d ; your cook has a hea- 
vy hand. 

Ld, Smart. My lord, I hope you are 
pepper-proof: come, here's. a health to 
the founders. 

Lady Smart. Ayj and tq thq cqp- 
founders too. 

Let. Smart. Lady AnfaeraU^ ^^^ vi<^. 
your ladyfliip love venifoii ? 

Lady Anfw_, No, my lord, J can't 
endure it in my fight ; th^r<?f(>lt:.-p]g?fe 
to fend ipe a good piece of if^at and 
crufl:;- ■■' • ."■*■ '■ * 

L^.;.. ^fur}ijh. -Idrmk ^ (q .f^ev^ml 
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€jom^% Tpm ; not alwapr txx my friiends, 
l>ut once to you. 

j^ever.Quf, [dnnh iir ^(^ Scwf t} 
Come, madi^qx,; h^r;eA4 4^th. to ouc 
£rie^d$, and hang th^r^ of our. kio^ 

will ypu; ladyffip. have apy q£ this h^-ps ? 
Lady Anfw. No,, m^d^qn^ they, fajr,^ 
'tis melancholy meat. 

Z*ady Smart. Then,, madanj,, iJjjJji I 
fend you the brains? I beg youp Jad^- 
IhipfV pardon ; for they, lay^ 'tis not. gppd 
manners to oflfer. brains^ 

Lady Anjh. No, madam; for perhaps 
it will make mehairrbmin'd; 

l^fuerput. Miis, I muA: tell you^ o|ie 
thing. 

M^^s. [w^tffsa glafs if^ her bftp4] l^d 
your tongue, Mr. ifetj^^w^-j don't ipeak 
iqfmy, tip.. 

Col. Well, he wai,ap ingenioush mad-- 
t^>^^^ fottp4,put eatipff .aijd, drinking!'. 

I^. %r^>. Of ajjt^yif ties : drink.. di. 
gefts . tbe., q^ipkf^ ; ^^: me a, gla(fs of 
jv^e. 

Ifevermt. My lord, your wine is too 
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Ld, Smart. Ay, lorn ; as much as you 
are too good. 

Mifs. This almond pudden was pure 
good ; but it is grown quite cold. 

Neverout, So much the better, mifs ; 
cold. pudden will (ettle your love. 

Mifs, Pray, Mr. Neverout, arc you go- 
ing to take a voyage ? 

Neverout, Why do you aide, mifs ? 

Mifs, Becaufeyou have laid in To much 
beef. 

Sir John. You two have eat up the 
whole pudden betwixt you. 

Mifs, SxTjohtty here's a litde bit left ; 
will you pleafe to have it ? 

Sir yohn. No, thankee; I don't love 
to make a fool of my moutK. 

Col, [catting to the dutkr"] yohn^ is 
your fmall beer good ? 

Butler, An pleafe your honour, my lord 
and lady like it ; I think it is good. 

Col, Why then, John^ d'ye fee ? if you 
arc fure your fmall beer is good, d'ye 
mark ? then, give me a glafs of wine. 

[M laugh, 

GoloncJ* 
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Colonel tafiing the mnc*. 

Ld, Smart* Sir JJ^/Sw, how does your 
neighbour Gatherall oi the Peak? I hear 
he has lately made a purchafe. 

Sir.yohn, Oh, Dick Gatberall knows 
how to butter his bread as well as any 
xnan in Derbyfiire. 

Ld^ ■ Smart. Why, he us'd to go very, 
fine,' when ;he was herein town. 

Sir Johtij, . Ay ; and it became himi as 
a faddle becomes a fow. 
' CoL I know his lady, and I think (he 
is a very good woman* 

Sir yobn. Faith, fhe has more good- 
nefs in h^r little finger, than he has in his 
whole body. 

Wt Smart. Well, colonel, bow do you 
fike that wine? 

Col, This wine fhould be eaten ; it is 
too good to be drunk. 

Ld. Smart. Ym very glad you like it; 
and pray don't fpareit. 

Col No, my lord; Til never ftarve in 
a cook's (hop. 

Ld. Smart, And pray, fir yoBn^ what 
do you lay to my wine ? 

Sir 
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Sir John, 1*11 take another glafs firft : 
fccond thoughts are befH. 
^ Ld. Sparhjh., Vr^Ly^XoAf Stnartyjoxx 
fk near that ham ^ will you pldafe to fend' 
me a bit? 

jbady Smart, With'all my heart 
[Site finds him a faece\ Prayv iny lordji 
how do you like it ? 

Ltd. Sparhfi}-. I think itiar^tlimb' of 
Lot^s wife; \H.a eats it mtb^ mufiaird^: 
Egad,. my lord, your muftard is very un- 
civil. 

Lady. Smarts Why uricrw^v «»y loid ? 

Ld, Sparki/b. Becaufe it'takesvmt byt 
the nofe, c^h 

Lady Smatrti. Mr; Neoercta^. Ir find 
you are a very good carver. 

GoL Omadam^ that is no wonder;- for 
you muft know, Ihm NeOertmt^ carves' o* 



Ncverout overturns the fak^celler. 

Lady Smart, Mr; Neverot^^ yoii have 
overturn-'d thei fait, , and! that's a figft/of 
anger : I'm afraid, mifs and . you- w^l> fall 
out,. . 



DIALOGUE n. ays 

Lady -^fiv. No, no; throw a little of 
it into the fire, and all will be well. 

Never out. Oh, madam, the falling out 
of lovers, you know. 

Mifs, Lovers! very fine! fallloutwith 
himt I wonder when we were in. 

Sir John. For my part, I believe the 
^ung gentlewoman is his fweet-heart, 
there's fo much fooling and fidling betwixt 
them : I'm fure, they fay in our country, 
that (hiddle-come fh— 's the beginning of 
love. 

Mifs, I own, I love Mr. Neverout as 
the qeVil loves holy water 't * I love him 
like pye, I'd rather the d^vil had him 
thaii I. 
• Nev&rouL Mifs, I'll tell you one thing. 

Mifs» Come, here's ^ye^ toftop yout 
mouth, 

Kvoermit, I'd HU:her you would flop Jt 
with a kifs. 

Mifs, A kifs! marry come up, my dirty 
coufiin; are you no dicker? Lord! I won- 
.der what fool it was- that firft invented 
kiflmg! 

- Niverout, Wdl, Tm very diy. 
... Mifs, Then you're the better to burn, 
and the worfe to fry. Lady 
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Lady J^nfuo, God blefs you^ colonel ; 
you have a good ftroke with you. 

Col. O madam ; formerly I could eat 
all, but now I leave nothkig ; I eat but 
one meal a day. 

Mifs, Whatl I iuppole, colonel, that is 
from morning till night. 

Neverout. Faith, mils ; and well was 
Bis wont. 

Ld. Smart. Pray, lady Anfaoerall^ tafte 
this bit of venifbn. 

Lady Anfw. I hope, your lordihip will 
fet me a good example. 

Ld. Smart. Here's a glafs of cyder 
£ird : mifs, you muft drink it. 

Mifs. Indeed, my lord, I can't. 

Neverout. Come mifs ; better belly 
burft, than good liquor be loft.. 

Mifs. Pifh 1 well in life there was ne^ 
ver any thing fo teizing ; I had rather 
fhed it in my (hoes : I wi(h it were in 
yoiir guts, for my (hare. 

Ld. Smart. Mr. Neverout ^ you han*t 
tafted my cyder yet. 

Neverout. No, my lord } I have been 
juft eating foupe ; and they fay^ if one 

drinks 
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drbks with one's porridge, one will cough 
in one*8 grave. 

Ld. Smart, Come, take mifi's glafs, 
fhe wifli'd it was in your guts ; let her 
have her wifli for once : ladies can't abide 
to have their inclinations crofs'd. 

Lad^ Smart, [to Sir yohti] I think, 
Sir Jobn^ you have not tailed the venifon 
yet. 

..Sir John. I feldom eat it, madam; 
however, pleafe to fend me a little of the 
cruft. 

L^. Sparhjh, Why, Sir John^ you had 
as good eat the devil as the broth he is 
bojl'din. 

Q>1. Well, this eating and drinking 
takes away a body's ftomach, as lady 
Anfmerall fays. 

Never out, I have dined as well as my 
lord-mayor. 

Mifs, I thought I could have eaten 
this wing of a chicken ; but my eye's big- 
ger than my belly. 

hd. Smart. Indeed, lady Anfwerally 
you have eaten nothing. 

'Lady Anfw. Pray, my lord, fee all 
3 the 
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-thiB bones on my pikte: ihty fay, a car- 
penter's known by his chips. 

JVevermt, ^iift, Will ybu teach mt that 
jgkfe of jelly ? 

Mi/s, [}hi^g it h bm] You fee, 'tb 
but afk and have. 

Neoerwt* MKs, I would have a bi^er 



Mifs, What? you donV know your 
own mind ; you are neither well, full nor 
fading; I think that is enough. 

Neverout. Ay, one of the enoughs; I 
am fure it is little enough. 

Mifs, Yey; but you know, fwcet things 
are bad for the teeth. 

Neverout. [to Lddy Anjwl] Madart?, I 
dpn*t Hkc that part of the veal you feiit 
me. 

Lady Anfw, Well, Mr. Neverota, 1 find 
you are a true Englifhman \ you never 
inow when you are well. 

Col Well, I have made my whole diii- 
ner of beef. 

haify Anfoa, Why, colonel, a belly^fuirs 
a belly-full, if it be but of \frheat ffravr. . 

Gd. Well, after all, kitchen pbyfick is , 
the beft phyfick. 

4 U. 
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hddy Smart* And the beft doftors in 
the world are doAor Diet^ doftor ^uiet, 
and doAor Merryman. 

Ld, Sparkijh. What do you think of a 
little houfe well fill'd ? 

Sir John, And a little land well till'd? 

Col. Ay; and a little wife well will'd? 

Neverout. My lady Smarts pray help 
me to fome of the breaft of that goofe. 

Ld. Smart, Tom^ I have heard that 
goofe upon goofe is falfe heraldry. 

Mifs. What ! will you never have done 
fluffing? 

' Ld. Smart. This goofe is quite raw : 
well, God fends meat, but the devil fends 
cooks. 

' ' Neoerout. Mifs, can you tell which is 
the grander, the white goofe or the grey 
goofe? 

Mifs, They fay, a fool will aflc more 
queftions than the wifcft body can an- 
fw6f . 

Col Indeed, mifs, T^om Neverout has 
pofed you. . 

Mifs. Why, colonel, ^vtxy dog has his 
dajr; but I believe I fhall never fee a 

Vol. XI. S , goofe 
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gooie again without thinking on Mr. Ne^ 
verout* 

Ld. Smart. Well faid, mifs; faith, 
girl, thou haft brought thyfelf off clever- 
ly. Tom^ what fay you to that ? 

CqL Faith, Tom is nonpluft ; he looks 
plaguilydown in the mouth. 

Mijs. Why, my lord, you fee he i$ the 
provokingeft creature in life ; I believe 
there is not fuch another in the Vfirial 
world. 

Lady Anfw. Oh, mifs 1 the world's a 
wide place. 

Neverout. Well, mifi, I'll give you 
leave to call me any thing, if you don't 
call me fpade. 

Ld, Smart* Well, but after all, Tom^ 
can you tell me what's Latin for a goofe ? 

Neverout. O my lord, I know that; 
why brandy is Latin for a goofe, and tace 
is Latin for a candle. 

Mifs. Is that manners, to fliew your 
learning before Jadies ? Methinks you 
are grown very briflc of a fudden ; I think 
the man's glad he's alive. 

Sir John, The devil take your wit, if 
this be wit; for it ^iis company : pray, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Butler^ bring mc a dram after my 
goofe ; 'tis very good for the wholc- 
fomes. 

Ld, Smart. Come, bring me the loaf; 
1 fometimes love to cut my own bread. 

Mifs. I fuppole,mylord,you lay longeft 
a-bed to-day. 

Ld. Smart, Mifs, if I had faid fo, I 
fliould have told a fib ; I warrant you lay 
a-bed till the cows came home j but, mifs, 
fhall I ciit you a little crufl how my hand 
is in ? 

Mifs, If you pleafe, my lord, a bit of 
under-cruft. 

Neverout, \ychifpering Mifs."] I find you 
love to lie under. 

Mifs, [uloudy pujbing him from herJ^ 
What docs the man mean ! Sir, I don*t 
underftand you at all *. 

Neverout. Come, aU quarrels laid afide : 
here, mils, may you live a thou fand years. 

[He drinks to her, 

Mifi* Pray, Sir, don't ftint me. 

* Mifs difcovers her un- confiftcncy fo common that 
derftanding by the manner it deferves a note. Sje p. 
:in Jif )iioe &e denies ir, an in- 186. 

S 2 Ld, 
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Ld, Smart, Sir Johity will you tafte my 
OBcher ? I think it is very good ; but I 
believe not equal to yours in Derbyjhire, 

Sir 'John, My lord, I beg your pardon 5 
but they fay, the devil made afkers. 

Ld. Smart, \tothe hutler,'\ Here, bring 
up the great tankard full of OSiober for 
Sir yohn. 

Col. \dr inking to Mifs.'\ Mifs, your 
health ; may you live all the days of your 
-life. 

Lady Anfw, Wdll, mifs, you'll certain- 
ly be foon married ; here's two batchelors 
drinking to you at once. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, mifs, I believe 
you were wrapt in your mother's finock, 
you are fo well beloved. 

Mifs. Where's my knife ? fure I han't 
eaten it : Oh, here it is. 

Sir John. No, mifs ; 'but your maiden- 
head hangs in your light. 

Mifs. Pray, Sir John, is that a Derby- 
fiire compliment ? Here, Mr. Neverofit^ 
will you take this piece of rabbit that you 
• bid me carve for you ? 

Nevsrout. I don't know. 

Mtfs, Why, take it, or let it alone. 

JVa^erout, 
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Never out. I will. 

Mifs* What will you? 

Neverout, Why, I'll take it, or let it 
alone. 

Mifs, You are a provoking creature. 

Sir *John. [talking with a glafs of wine 
in his hand.'\ I remember a farmer in our 
country — 

Ld. Smart, [interrupting himJ] Pray, 
Sir John^ did you ever hear of parfon 
Palmer P 

Siryohn. No, my lord; what of him? 

Ld. Smart. Why, he ufed to preach 
over his liquor. 

Sir John. I beg your lordfhip's par- 
don ; here's your lordfliip's health : I'd 
drink it up, if it were a mile to the bot- 
tom. 

hady Smart. Mr. Neverouty have you 
been at the new play ? 

Neverout. Yes, madam, I went the 
firft night. 

Lady Smart. Well, and how did it 
take? 

Neverout. Why, madam, the poet is 
damn'd. 

S 3 Sir 
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Sir John. God forgive you] that's Very 
uncharitable : you ought not to jiidgi^ ip 
raflily of any Chriftian. 

Never out. \whifpers hady Sfftarf.'^ Was 
ever fuch a dilnce ? How well he knows 
the town ! See how he ftares like a ftuck- 
pig I Well, but, Sir Johny are you ac- 
quainted with any of our fine ladies yet ? 

Sir yohn. No ; damn your fire-{hips, t 
have a wife of my own, 

Lacfy Smart. Pray, my lady ^fwer- 
ally how do you like thefe prcferved 
oranges ? 

Lady Anfw. Indeed, madamj the only ,^ 
fault I find is, that they are too gopd. 

hady Smart. O madam ; I have heard 
*cm fay, that too good is ftark naught, 

. Mifs drinking part of a glafs ofmim* 

Never out. Pray, let ipe drink your 
fnuff. 

Mifs* No, indeed^ you flian't drink aft 
ter me ; for you'll know my thoughts. 

Neverout. I know them already ; you 
are thinking of a good hu(band. Bcfides, 
I can tell your meaning by your mump> 

»ng. 

Lady. 
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Ijody Smart. Pray, my lord, did not 
you order the butler to bring up a tan- 
kard of our OBober to Sir John f I be- 
lieve, they ftay to brew it. 

7?^ Sutler hrings up the tankard to Sir 
John. 

Sir John. Won*t your ladyfliip pleafe 
to drink firft ? 

Lady Smart, No, Sir John-, *tis in a 
very good hand ; I'll pledge you. 

Cd [to Ld, Smart. '\ My lord, I love 
OBoher as well as Sir John ; and I hope, 
you won t make fifli of one, and flefh of 
another. 

. Ld. Smart. Colonel, you're heartily 
welcome. Come, Sir yohn, take it by 
word of mouth, and then give it the cor 
lonch 

Sir John drinks. 

. Ld. Smart. Well, Sir John^ how do 
you like it ? .,. 

Sir John, Not as well as my own in 
Derhyjhire ; 'tis plaguy fmall. 

Lady Smart. I never tafte malt liquor ; 
but they fay 'tis well hopt. 

S 4 Sir 
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Sir John. Hopt I why, if it had hoppM 
a little further, it would have hopp'd into 
the river. O my lord, my ale is meat, drink, 
and cloth ; it will make a cat fpeak, and 
a wife man dumb. 

Lady Smart. I was told, ours was very 
ftrong. 

Sir John. Ay, madam, ftrong of the 
water j I believe the brewer forgot the 
malt, or the river was too near him. 
Faith, it is mere whip- belly- vengeance; 
he that drinks moft has the worft {hare. 

Col. I believe. Sir yohn, ale is as plenty 
as water at your houfe. 

Sir John. Why, faith, at Chrijlmas we 
have many comers and goers ; and they 
muft not be fent away without a cup of 
Chrijlmas ale, for fear they {hould p—s 
behind the door. 

hady Smart. I hear, Sir yohn has the 
piceft: garden in England \ they (ay, 'tis 
kept fo clean, that you can't find a place 
where to fpit. 

Sir 'John. O madam ; you are pleafed 
to fay lo. 

Lady Smart. But, Sir John^ your ale 
is terrible llrong and heady in Dtrbyjhir^^ 

and 
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and will fooh make one drunk and fick ; 
what do you then ? 

Sir John. Why, indeed, it is apt to fox 
one ; but our way is, to take a hair of 
the fame dog next morning. I take a 
new-laid egg for breakfaft; and faith, 
one {hould drink as much after an egg as 
after an ox. 

Ld, Smart. Tom Neoerouty will you 
tafte a glafs of OEiober ? 

Neverout» No, faith, my lord ; I like 
your wine, and I wont put a churl upon 
a gentleman ; your honour's claret is 
good enough for me. 

Lady Smart. What 1 is this pigeon left 
for manners ? colonel, (hall I' fend you 
the legs and rump ? 

Col. Madam, I could not eat a bit 
more, if the houfe was full. 

Ld, Smart, [carving a partridge] 
Well ; one may ride to Rumford upon 
this knife, it is fo blunt. 

Lady Anjw. My lordi I beg your par- 
don ; but they fay, an ill workman never 
had good tools. 

Ld. Smart. "\Vi|l ypur lordfh'p have a 
iwihgofit? 

Ld, 
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Ld. Sparkijh, No, my lord; I love the 
wing of an ox a great deai better. 

L4. Smart. I'm always cold after eat- 
ing. 

Col. My lord, they fay, that's a fign of 
long life. 

Jjd, Smart. Ay ; I believe I fhall live 
till all my friends are weary of me. 

CoL Pray, does any body here hate 
cheefe ? I would be glad of a bit, 

Zjd. Smart. An odd kind of fellow 
dined with me t'other day 5 and when 
the cheefe came upon the table, he prcr 
tended to faint ; lb fomebody faid, Pray 
take away the cheefe : No, (aid I ; pray, 
take away the fool : faid I well ? 

flere ft loud and large laugh. 

Col. Faith, my lord, you ferved the coxr 
comb right enough ; and therefore I wiflj 
we had a bit of your lordfliip's Oafordjhm 
cheefe. 

Lid. Smart. Come, hang faving; bring 
us up a halfp'orth of cheefe. 

Lady Anfw. They fay, cheefe digefts 
every thing but itfelf. 
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A footman brings a great whole cbeefi. 

Ld. Sparkip. Ay ; this would look 
handfome, if any body {hould come in. 

Sir John, Wellj I'm weily broften, a$ 
they fayn in hamajhire. 

Lady SmatL O | Sir John ; I wou'd I 
had fomething to broft you withal. 

L4. Smart, Gome, they &y, ^tis merry 
in the hall when beards wag all. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, fliall I help you to 
£bme cheefe, or will you carve for yourr 
fclf? 

Neverout. V\\ hold fifty pounds, mifs 
won t cut the cheefe. 

Mifs. Pray, why fo, Mr. Neveroutf 
Neverout. Oh, there is a reafon, and 
you know it well enough. 

^ifs. \ can t for my life underftand 
what the gentleman means. 

Ld. Smart. Pray, TJ/^z, change the 
difcourfe : in troth you are too. bad. 

CoL \whifpers Neverout'\ Smoke mifs ; 
faith, you have made her fret like guna 
taflFety. 

Lady Smart. Well, but, mifs, (hold 

your 
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your tongue, Mr. Neverout) fhall I cut 
you a piece of cheefe ? 

Mifs, No, really, madam; I have dined 
this half hour. 

Lady Smart. What I quick at meat, 
quick at work, they fay. 

Sir John nods. 

Ld. Smart, What I are you ileepy, Sir 
John f do you ileep after dinner ? 

Sir John. Yes, faith ; I fometimes take 
a nap after my * pipe; for when the belly 
is full, the bones would be at reft. 

Lady Smart. Come, colonel; help 
yourfelf, and your friends will love you the 
better. [To Lady An/w.'] Madam, your 
ladyftiip eats nothing. 

Lady Anfio. Lord, madam, I have fed 

* It may be obferved in other, without the affiftance 
this paiTage, and many others, of any other language to in- 
that the author gave himfelf troduce or correfl: them; the 
no trouble to render the dra- drama therefore muft be re- 
ma of this piece perfedl. Sir garded merely a? a vehicle: 
"John is here fuppofed to have and whoever confiders the 
fmokid, and the lady is imme- difficulty of that which is ef- 
diately afterwards preffed ta fefted, will fcarcc be io un- 
eat. His principal view was to reafonable as to cenfure the 
ftring all the phrafes that are writer for not cffeSing more. 
uttered by rote one upon a^- 

4- life? 
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like a farmer : I (hall grow ^fis fat as a 
porpoife 5 I fwear, my jaws are weary of 
chewing. 

Col. I have a mind to eat a piece of 
that fturgeon, but fear it will make me 
iick. 

Neverout. A rare foldier indeed I let 
it alone, and I warrant it won't hurt you. 

Col, Well ; it would vex a dog to fee 
a pudden creep. 

Sir John rifes, 

Ld. Smart. Sir yohfty what are you 
doing ? 

Sir 'John. Swolks, I muft be going, by'r 
lady; I have earneft bufinefs ; I muft do 
as the beggars do, go away when I have 
got enough. 

Ld. Smart. Well ; but ftay till this 
bottle's out; you know, the man was 
hang'd that left his liquor behind him : 
and befides, a cup in the pate is a mile 
in the gate; and a fpur in the head is 
worth two in the heel. 

Sir John. Come then ; one brimmer 
to all your healths. [72*^ footman gives 

him 
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bimaglufs balffuUi] Vtayy friend, what 
Was the refl of this glafs mode for ? an 
inch at the top, friend, is worth two at 
the bottom^ j^He gets a hrmmery and 
drinks it off,] Well, there's no deceit in a 
brimmer, and there's no falfe Latin i(i 
this; you wine is excellent good, ib I 
thank ybxx for the next, for I am fure of 
this: madam j has your lady(hip any com- 
mands in Derhyjbire? I muft go fifteen 
miles to-night. 

Lady Smar-L Nofie, Sir Joifny but to 
take care of yourfelf; and my mod bum-' 
ble fervice to your lady unknown. 

Sir John. Well, madam, I can but lov6 
And thank you^ 

Lady Smart. Herej bring water to 
wafli ; tho' really, you have all eaten fo 
little, that yori have not need to waA 
your mouths. 

Ld. Smart. But, prithee, Sir John ftay 
awhile longer. 

Sir John. No, my lord j I am to fmoke 
a pipe with a friend before I leave th& 
town. 

Col. Why, Sir John^ had not you bet' — 
ter fet out to-morrow ? 

I St^ 
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Sir yohn. Colonel, you forget to-mor- 
ow is Sunday, 

CoL Now I always love to begin a 
:>urney on Sundays^ becaufe I fhall have 
he prayers of the church, to prefer ve all 
bat travel by land, or by water. 

Sir John, Well, colonel; thou art a 
oad fellow to make a pried oi. 

Neverout, Fie, Sir yohn^ do you take 
obacco ? How can you make a chimney 
►f your mouth ? 

Sir John, [to Neveroui] What ! you 
lon't fmoke, I warrapt you, but you 
mock. (Ladies, I beg your pardon.) Co-v 
onel, do you never fmoke ? 

Col. No, Sir John ; but I take a pipe 
bmetimes. 

Sir John. Y faith, one of your finical 
London blades dined with me laft year in 
Derbyjbire'y fo, after dinner, I took a 
ripe ; fo my gentleman turn'd away his 
lead : fo, faid I, what, fir, do you never 
moke ? fo, he anfwered as you do, co- 
onel ; no, but I fbmetimes take a pipe : 
"o he took a pipe in his hand, and fid- 
dled with it till he broke it : fo, faid I, 

pray, 
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pray, fir, can you make a pipe ? fb, he 
iaid no ; fo, faid I, why then, fir, if you 
can*t make a pipe, you {hould not break a 
pipe ; fo, we all laughed. 

Ld, Smart. Well; but, Sir Jobriy. they 
fay, that the corruption of pipes is the 
generation of ftoppers. 

Sir John. Colonel, I hear you go 
fometimes to Der}yfhire\ I wiQi you 
would come and foul a plate with me. 

Col. I hope, you will give me a fd- 
dier's bottle. 

Sir John. Come, and try. Mr. Never' 
outy you are a town-wit ; can you tell 
me what kind of herb is tobacco ? 

Neverout, Why, an Indian herb. Sir 
yohn. 

Sir John, No, 'tis a pot-herb ; and fff 
here's t'ye in a pot of my lord's OBober, 

Lady Smart. I hear, Sir John^ fince 
you are married, you have forfwore the 
town. 

Sir John. No, madam ; I never for- 
fwore any thing but the building of 
churches. 



Lac=^) 
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Lady Smart. Well ; but, Sir Jobn^ 

i^hen may we hope to fee you again in 

Sir John. Why, madam, not till the 
lucks have eat up the dirt, as the children 

ay- . , 

Neverout. Come, Sir yohn : I forefee 
t will rain terribly. 

JLacfy Smart. Come, Sir %y&», do no- 
hing raflily ; let us drink firft. 

JLd. Sparkijh. I know Sir John will go, 
ho* he was fure it would rain cats and 
logs : but pray ftay, Sir John ; you'll 
le time enough to go to bed by candle- 
ght. 

Ld. Smart. Why, Sir John^ if you 
(luft needs go ; while you ftay, make 
ife of your time : here's my fervice to you, 
, health to our friends in Derhyjhire : 
ome, fit down; let us put off the evil 
lour as long as we can. 

Sir John. Faith, I could not drink a 
3rop more, if the houfe was full. 

Col. Why, Sir John^ you ufed to love a 
jlafs of good wine, in former times. 

Sir John.. Why, fo I do ftill, colonel ; 

Vol. XI. T but 
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but a man may love his houle very well, 
without riding on the ridge : befidesj I 
muft be with my wife on Tuefday^ or 
there will be the devil and all to pay. 

Col* Well, if you go to-day, I wifh you 
may be wet to the fkin. 

Sir John^ Ay ; but they fay, the pray- 
ers of the wicked won't prevail. 

Sir John takes leave, and goes away. 

Ld. Smart. Well, mifs, how do you like 
Sir jfohn f 

Mifs. Why, I think, he*s a little upon 
the filly, or lb : I believe, he has not all 
the wit in the world : but I don't pre- 
tend to be a judge. 

Neverout. Faith, I believe, he was bred 
at Hogs Norton, where the pigs play upon 
the organs. 

Ld, Sparkijh, Why, Tom, I thought 
you and he were hand and glove. 

Neverout, Faith, he (hall have a clean 
threfhold for me ; I never darkened his 
door in my life, neither in town nor 
country ; but he's a queer old duke, by 
my confcience ; and yet, after all, I take 
him to be more knave than fool. 

Laiy 



J 
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Lady Sntart. Well, come ; a itian's a 
lan, if he has but a nofe on his face; 

Col. I was once with him and fome o- 
ler conipany over a bottle ; and, egad^ 
e fell afleep, and fnor'd fo hard, that we 
lought he was driving his hogs to market. 

^everoui. Why, what ! you can have 
o more of a cat than her fkin; you can't 
lake i. (ilk purfe out of a fow's ear* 

Ld. Sparki/h. Well, fince he's gone, 
he djEvil go With him and fixpence j arid 
berets nioney and company too; 

Neverout, Faith, he's a true country 
»ut. Pray, mifs, let me afk you a que- 
tion ? 

Mifs. Well ; but don't 2^: queftionS 
vith a dirty face : I warrant, what you 
lave to fay will keep cold* 

Col. Come, tiiy lord, agairi(i you zft 
lifpofed: here'^ to all that love and ho- 
tiour you. 

Ld. ^parkijh. Ay^ that was alwa)'^ 
hick Nimble s health. I'm furc yon know 
he's dead. 

Col. Dead I well,' my lord ^ you love to 
!« a mefferiger of ill nfews : I'm heartily 
ibrry j but, my lord, we muft all die. 

T 2 Neverout, 
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Neverout. I knew him very well : but, 
pray, how came he to die ? 

Mifs. There's a queftion ! you talk like 
a poticary : why, beeaufe he could lire 
no longer. 

'Neverout. Well; reft his foul: -we 
mutt live by the living, and not by the 
dead. 

Ld. Sparkijh, You know, his houfe 
was burnt down to the ground. 

Col. Yes ; it was in the news. Why 
fire and water are good fervants, but they 
are very bad matters. 

Ld: Smart. Here, take away, and fet 
down a bottle of Burgundy. Ladies, you'll 
ftay and drink a glafs of wine before you 
go to your tea. 

y^// taken away, and the wine fet downy etc, 

Mifs gives Neverout a /mart pinch, 

Neverout. Lord, mifs, what d*ye mean? 
d'ye think I have 110 feeling ? 

Mifs. I'm forc'd to pinch, for the times 
are hard. 

Neverout. {giving Mifs a finch"] Take , 

that, 
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hat^'mifs ; what's {auce for a goofe is fauce 
or a gander. 

M^s. \Jcr earning^ Well, Mr. Never- 
«/, that fhall neither go to heaven nor 
lell with you. 

Never out. \tahs Mifs by the hand.^ 
vome, mifs, let us lay all quarrels aftde, 
nd be friends. 

Mifs. Don't be fo teizing ; you plague 

body fo! can't you keep your filthy 
lands to yourfelf ? 

Neverout, Pray, mifs, where did you 
;et that pick-tooth cafe ? 

Mifs, I came honeftly by it, 

Neverout. I'm fure it was mine, for I 
oft ju(l fuch a one ; nay, I don't tell you 
I lye. 

Mifs. No ; if you lye, it is much. 

Neverout. Well ; I'm fure 'tis mine. 

Mifs. What I you think every thing is 
'ours, but a little the king has. 

Neverout. Colonel, you have leen my 
me pick-tooth cafe J don't you think this 
s the very fame ? 

CoL Indeied, mifs, it is very like it. 

Mifs. Ay ; what he fays, you'll fwear. 

Neverout, Well ; but I'll prove it to be 
nine. T 3 Miff. 
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Mifs. Ay ; do if you can. 

Neverout. Why, whatfs yours is mine, 
and what's mine is my own. 

Mifs. Well, run on till you're weary ; 
nobody holds you. 

Neverout gapes. 

Col, What, Mr. Neverout ^ do ypw 
gape for preferment? 

Never out. Faith, I may gape long e- 
nough, before it falls into my mouth. 

Liady Smart. Mr. Neverout^ my lord 
and I intend to beat up your quarters on|? 
of thefe days : I hear, you live high. 

Neverout. Yes, faith, madam j I live 
high, and lodge in a garret. 

Col. But, mifs, I forgot to tell you, 
that Mr. Neverout got the deviliflieft fall 
in the park to-day. 

Mifs. I hope he did not hurt the 
ground: but how was it, Mr. Neveroutf 
I wifli I had been there to laugh. ' 

Neverout. Why, madam, it was % 
place where a cuckold had been buried, 
and one of his horns flicking out, I hap- 
pened to {tumble againft it j that was 
all. 



DIALOGUE II. 279 

Lady Smart. Ladies, let us leave the 

;entlemen to themfelves; I think it is 

ime to go to our tea. 
Lady Anjw. and Mtfs. My lords and 

rentlemen, your moft humble fervant. 
Ld. Smart. Well, ladies, we'll wait on 

'ou an hour hence* 

7%e gentlemen alone. 

Ld. Smart, Come, yohn^ bring us ^ 
refli bottle. 

CoL Ay, my lord ; and pray, let him 
:arry ofF the dead men, as we fay in the 
irmy. \Meaning the empty bottles. 

Ld, Sparkifh. Mr. Neverout, pray, is 
lot that bottle full ? 

Neverout. Yes, my lord j full of emptif 
lefs. 

Ld. Stffart. And, d'yfi hear, yohn^ 
)ring clean glaflies. 

Col. I'll keep mine; for I think, the 
N\m is the beft liquor to \ya(h glafles in, 
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DIALOGUE III, 

7^^ ladies at their tea, 
Lady Smart. 

WELL, ladies ; now let us have a 
cup of difcourfe to ourfelves. 

Lady AnfiV. What do you think of 
your friend, fir jfobn Spendallf 

Lady Smart. V^hjy madaoi, 'tis hap- 
py for him, that his lather was born be- 
fore him. 

Mifs. They fay, he makes a very ill 
hufband to my lady. 

Lady Akjv:. But he muft be allowM to 
be the fondeli father in the world. 

Lcdy Sfnart. Ay, madam, that's true; 
for thev fjy, the devil is kind to his own. 

Mifs. I am told, my lady manages him 
to admiration. 

Lr.dy S.v:j:t. That I believe, for (he's 
as ci:n:.ing as a dead p:g, but not half fo 
honeft. 

L:ijy A*' :r. Thev (av, (he's quite a 
ftranger to ail hi^ gaiianuics. 

I " Li:^ 
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Lady Smart, Not at all; but you 
know, there'si none fo blind as they that 
won't fee. 

Mifs. O madam, I am told, flie watches 
him as a cat would watch a moufe. 

Lady Anfw. Well, if (he ben't foully 
belied, (he pays him in his own coin. 

Lady Smart, Madam, I fancy I know 
your thoughts, as well asjf I were within 
you. 

Ludy Anfw. Madam, I was t'other day 
in company with Mrs. Clatter \ I find (he 
gives herfelf ajrs of being accjuainted with 
your ladyfliip. 

Mifi. Oh, the hideous creature ! did 
you obferve her nails ? they were long 
enough to fcratch her grannum out of her 
grave. 

Lady Smart. Well, fhe and I'om Gof- 
ling were banging compliments backwards 
and forwards: it look'd like two afles 
fcrubbing one another, 

Mifs. Ay, claw me, and I'll claw you : 
but, pray, madam, who were the com- 
pany? 

Lady Smart. Why there was all the 
^vorld, and his wife ; there was Mrs. 
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Ckutery lady Singular^ the countefs of 
Talkham (I (hould have named her firft), 
l6m Gojlingi and fome others, whom I 
hayp forgot. 

Lady Anfw. I think the countefs is 
very fickly. 

Lady Smart. Yes, madam j flie'll ne- 
ver fcratch a grey head, I promife her. 

Mifs. And, pray, what was your con- 
verfation ? 

L(^y Smart. Why, Mrs. Clatter had 
all the talk to herfelf, and was perpetually 
copiplaining of her misfortunes. 

Lady Anfw. She brought her hufband 
ten ^houfand pounds; fhe has a town 
houfe and country- hqufe ; would the wo- 
man have her a: — hung with points? 

Lady Smart. She would fain be at the 
top of the houfe before the flairs are built. 

Mifs. Well, comparifons are odious ; 
but ^e's as like her hufband as if fhe 
were fpit out of his mouth ; as like as 
one egg is to another : pray, how was fhp 
dreft? ' 

Lady Smart. Why, fhe was as fine as 
fi'pence ; but, truly, I thought there was 
more coll than worfhip. 

Lady 
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l^dy Anfw. I don't know her hufr 
b^nd : pray, what is he ? 

Lady Smart. Why, , he*s a counfellqr 
of the law % you muft kno\y he c^me to 
us as drunk as David's fow^ 

MifS' What kind of creature is he ? 

Lady Smart, You muft know, the 
man and his wi^ are jcpupled like rab-^ 
bits, a fat and a lean : he's as fat as a 
porpus, and me's one of PbaraoBs lean 
kine : the ladies an^ 'Tom Gojling were 
propofing a party at quadrille ; but he 
refus'd to make one : Damn your cards, 
iaid he, they are the devil's books. 

Lady Anfiso, A dull, unmannerly 
brute! well, God fend him more wit, 
and me more money. 

Mifs* Lord 1 i^aadain, I would not keep 
fuch company for the world. 

Lady Smart, O mifs, 'tis nothing whci^ 
you are ufed to it : befides, you know, 
for want of company, ^yelcome trum-' 

Mifs, Did your jadyOiip play ? 

Lady Smart, Yes, and won ; fo I came 
off with fidler's fare, meat, drink, and 
money. 

T .nAv 
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Lady Anfw. Ay ; what fays Plucl f 

Mifs. Well, my elbow itches j I (hall 
change bedfellows. 

Lady Smart. And my right hand 
itches J I flball receive money. 

Lady Anfw^ And my right eye itches ; 
I fhall cry. 

Lady Smart, Mifs, I hear your friend 
miftrefs Giddy has difcarded Dick Shuttle : 
pray, has fhe got another lover ? 

MifS' I hear of none. 

Lady Smart, VfYiy^ the fellow's rich, 
and I think flie was a fool to throw out 
her dirty water before (he got clean. 

Lacfy Anfw. Mifs, that's a very hand- 
fome gown of yours, and 'finely made j 
very genteel. 

Mifs. I am glad your lady (hip likes it. 

Lady Anfw. Your lover will be in rap- 
tures ; it becomes you admirably. 

Mif ; Ay ; I afTure you I won't take 
it as I have done ; if this won't fetch 
him, the devil fetch him, fay I. 

Lady Smart. \to Lady AnfwT^ Pray, 
madam, when did you lee Sir Peter Muck- 
v:{^m ^ 

Lady 
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Lady Anfw. Not this fortnight; I hear 
he's laid up with the gout. 

hady Smart, What does he do for it ? 

Liody Anfw» I hear he's weary of doc- 
toring it, and now makes ufe of nothing 
but patience and flannel. 

Mifs, Pray, how does he and my lady 
agree ? 

Lady Anfw, You know he loves her 
as the devil loves holy water. 

Mifs, They fay, fhe plays deep with 
(harpers, that cheat her of her money. 

Lady Anfw. Upon my word, they muft 
rife early that would cheat her of her mo- 
ney; fharp's the word with her; diamonds 
cut diamonds. 

Mifs, Well, but I was aflured from a 
good hand, that fhe loft at one fitting Xx> 
the tune of a hundred guineas ; make mo- 
ney of that. 

Lady Smart, Well^ but do you hear 
that Mrs. Plump is brought to bed at 

Mifs, And pray, what has God lent 
her? 

Lady Smart. Why, guefs if you can. 
Mifs. A boy, I fuppofe. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart. No, you aire oat j guefs 
again. 

Mifs. A girl then. 

Lacfy Smart. Yoa liave hit it; I be- 
lieve you are a witch. 

Mifs. O madam, the gentlemen fay, all 
£ne ladies are witched; but I pretend to 
ho fuch thing. 

Lady AnfiD* Well, flie had g66d luck 
to draw 7o/w PlufHp into wedlock; fhfe 
ris* with her a — upwards. 

Mifs. ' Fie, taadam ; what do yoti 
mean? 

Lady Smart, O mift, *tis nothing 
what wc lay among ourfelves; 

Mijs. Ay, madam ; but they {li^^ 
hedges have eyes, and walls have ears. 

Lady Anfw. Well, mifs, I can't help' 
it; you know, Fm old Tell-truth J Hove 
'to call a fpade a fpade. 

Lady Smart, \mifiakis the tea-tongi 
for thefpoon.'\ Whatf I think my wits are 
a wool-gathering to-day. 

Mifs. Why, madamy thertf was but i 
right and a wrong. 

Lady Smart. MJfs, I hear that yotr and 
lady Coupler are as great as cup* and cati. 

Lady 



DIALOGUE m. 287 

Lady Anfw, Ay, mifs, as great as the 
devil and th^ earl of Kent, 

Lady Smart, Nay, I am told you meet 
together with as much love as there is be* 
tween the old cow and the hay-ftack. 

yMifs. I own I love her very well ; but 
there's difference betwixt flaring and (lark 
mad. 

Lady Smart, They fay, fhe begins to 
grow fat. 

Mifs. Fat ! ay, fat as a hen in the fore- 
head. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, lady Anfwerally 
(pray forgive me) I think your ladyfliip 
looks thinner than when I few you laft. 

Mifs, Indeed, madam, I think not; 
but your ladyfhip is one of Job^s com- 
forters. 

Lady Anfw, Well, no matter how I 
look ; I am bought and fold : but really, 
mifs, you are fo very obliging, that I wifli 
I were a handfome young lord for your 
fake. 

Mifs, O madam, your love's a million. 
Lady Smart, \to Lady Arfw.^ Ma- 
dam, will your ladyihip let me wait on 
you to the play to-morrow ? 

Lady 
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Lady Anfw, Madam, it become me 

to wait on your ladyfliip. 

Mifs, What, then, I*m turn*d out for 

a wrangler ! 

The gentlemen come in to the ladies to 
drink tea* 

Mifs. Mr. Neverouty we wanted you 
fadly J you are always out of the way 
when you fliould be hang'd. 

Neverout. You wanted me I pray, mils, 
how do you look when you lie ? 

Mifs. Better than you when you cry. 
Manners indeed 1 I find you mend like 
four ale in fummer. 

Neverout. I beg your pardon, mifs 5 I 
only meant, when you lie alone. 

Mifs, That's well turn'd ; one turn 
more would have turn'd you down ftairs. 

Neverout, Come, mifs, be kind for 
once, arid order me a difli of coffee. 

Mifs. Pray, go yourfelf ; let us wear 
out the oldeft : befides, I can t go, for I 
have a bone in my leg. 

Col. They fay, a woman need but look 
on her apron-ftring to find an excufe. 
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Neoerout, Why, mifs, you are grown 
3 peevifli, a dog would not live with you* 

Mifs, Mr* Neverouty I beg your diver- 
Ion ; no ofFence, I hope ; but truly in a 
ittle time you intend to make the co- 
snel as bad as yourfelf; and that's as 
>ad as can be. 

Neverout. My lord, don't you think 
()ifs improves wonderfully of late ? why, 
aifs, if I fpoil the colonel j I hope you 
/ill ufe him as you do me; for you 
mow, love me, love my dog. 

GoL How's that, Tom .^ Say that again : 
irhy, if I am a dog, fhake hands, btother* 

Here a greats loudy long laugh. 

Lid, Smart, But pray, gentlemen, why 
Iways fo fevere upon poor mifs ? on my 
onfcience, colonel and Tom Neverout^ one 
»f you two are both knaves. 

Col, My lady Anfwerall, I intend to do 
nyfelf the honour of dining with your 
adyfhip to-morrow. 

Lady Anfw, Ay, colonel, do if you can. 

Mifs.Vxn fure you'll be glad to be wel- 
ome. 

Col, Mifs, I thank you ; and to reward 

Vol. XI. U you 
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you, rir come and drink tea with you in 
the morning. 

Mifs. Colonel, there's two words to 
that bargain. ' 

Col. [to Lady Smart.'\ Your ladyfhip 
has a very fine watch j well may you 
wear it. . 

Lady Smart. It is none of mine, colone;!. 

CoL Pray, whofe is it then ? 

Lady Smart. Why, 'tis my lord's ; for 
they fay, a marry 'd woman has nothing 
of her own, but her wedding-ring and 
her hair-lace : but if women had been 
the law-makers, it would have been betten 

CoL This watch feems to be quite new. 

Lady Sinart. No, fir; it has beep 
twenty years in my lord's family ; but 
^luare put a new cafe and dial- plate to it. 

Noveroiit. Why, that's for all the 
world like the man, who fvyore he kept 
the fame knife forty years, only he fome- 
times changed the haft, and fometimes 
the blade. 

Ld. Smart. Well, 7^?;//, to give the de- 
vil his due, thou art a right woman's— i 
man. 

CoL Odd fo ! I have broke the \\\m 



o i 
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of my fnuff-box ; I'm undone bejfides the 
lofs. 

Mifs. Alack-a-day, colonel ! I vow I 
had rather have found forty iliillings. 

Neverout. Why, colonel; all that I 
can fay to comfort you^ is, that, you muft 
mend it v^ith a new one. 

Mifs laughs. 

Col. What, mifs ! you can't laugh, but 
you inuft {hew your teeth. 

Mifs. Vm fure you fhew your teeth, 
when you can't bite : well, thus it muil 
be, if we fell ale. 

Neverout. Mils, you fmell very fweet ; 
I hope you don't carry perfumes. 

Mifs. Perfumes ! No, lir ; Td have you 
to know, it is nothing but the grain of my 
(kin. 
. CoL^T^m, you have a good nofe to make 
a poor man's fow. 

Ld. SparkiJJj. So, ladies and gentlemen, 
methinks you are very witty upon one an- 
other: come, box it about j 'twill come to 
my father at laft. 

Col. Why, my lord, you fee mifs has no 
' mercy; I wifli flie were marry'd; but I 

U 2 doubt 
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doubt the grey mare would prove the 
better horfe. 

Mifs. Well, God forgive you fpr that 
wi(h. 

Ld. Sparkijh. Never fear him, mils. 

Mifs, What, my lord, do you think I 
was born in a wood, to be afraid of an 
owl? 

' Ld. Smart, What have you to fay to 
that, colonel ? 

Neverout, O my lord, my friend the 
colonel fcorns to fet his wit againft a child. 

Mifs. Scornful dogs will eat dirty pud- 
dings. 

Col. Well, mifs ; they lay, a woman's 
tongue is the laft thing about her that 
dies ; therefore, let's kifs.and be friends. 

Mifs, Hands off! that's meat for your 
mafter. -^ - 

Ld. Sparkijh. Faith, colonel, you are 
for. ale and cakes : but after all, mifs, you ?. 
are too fevere; you would not meddle 
with your match. 

Mifs. All they can lay goes m at oat 
ear and out at t'other for n e, I can af-- 
fure you : only I wifli they would be 
quiet, and let me drink my tea. 
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Neverout. What! I warrant you think 
all is loft that goes befide your own 
mouth. 

Mifs, Pray, Mr. Neverouty hold your 
tongue for once, if it be ppfllble ; one 
would think you were a woman in man's 
• cloaths, by your prating. 

Ncverout. No, mifs ; it is not hand- 
fome to fee one hold one's tongue : be- 
fidcs, I fhouid flobber my fingers. 

CoL Mifs, did you never hear, that three 
women and a goofe are enough to make 
a market ? 

Mifs. I'm fure, if Mr. Neverout or you 
were among them, it would make a fair. 

Footman comes in. 

Lady Smart. Here, take away the tea- 
table, and bring up candles. 

' Lady Anfw. O madam, no candles yet, 
I befeech you; don't let us burn day- 
light. 

Neverout. I dare fwear, mifs for her 
part will never burn day-light, if fhe can 
help it. 

Mifs. Lord, Mr. Neverout ^ one can't 
hear one's o.wn ears for you. 

U 3 Lady 
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> Lady Smart, Indeed, niadam, it is 
blind-man's holiday ; we fliall foon be all 
of a colour. 

Neveroiit. Why, then, mifs, We may 
kifs where we like beft. 

Mifs. Fogh I thefe men talk of nor 
thing but kUfing. \SheJpn. 

Neverout. What, mifs, does it makes 
your mouth water ? 

Lady S?nari, It is as good be in the 
dark as without light; therefore pray 
bring in candles : they fay, women and 
linen iLew befl by candle-light ; come, 
gentlemen, are you for a party at qua- 
drille? 

Col. I'll make one with you .three la-^ 
dies. 

Lady Anfw, I'll fit down, and be ^ 
ftander-by. 

Lady Smart, [to LadyAnfu),'] Madara 
. does your ladyfliip never play? 

Col. Yes ; I fuppo{e her lady (hip play^ 
fometirnes for an egg at Eajler. 

Neverout. Ay ; and a kifs at Chrtf^ 
mas. 

Lady Anfw. Come, Mr. Neverout^ Hoi 
your tongue, and mind your knitting. 

NeverQ^' 
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Neverout. With all my heart ; kifs 
my wife, and welcome. 

T})e Colonel, Mr. Neverout, Lady Smart 
and Mifs go to guadrille^ and frt there 

till three i7i the moi^nins^. 

l!hey rife fro?n cards. 

Lady Smart. Well, mIfs, you'll have a 
fad iiuibapd, you have fuch good luck at 
cards. 

Neverout. Indeed, mifs, you dealt me 
fad cardtr; if you deal fo ill by your 
friends^ what will you do with your ene- 
mies? 

Lady Anfw. I'm fure 'tis time for ho- 
neft folks to be a-bed. 

Mifs. Indeed my eyes draw ftraws. 

Shis abnojl ajleep. 

Neverout. Why, mifs, if you fall a- 
fleep, fomebody may get a pair of gloves* 

Col. I'm going to the Land of Nod. 

Neverout. Faith, I'm for Bedfordjhire. 

Lady Smart. I'm fure I (hall fleep 
vv^ithout rocking. 

Neverout. Mifs, I hope you'll drearxj 
c>f your fweetheart. 

U 4 Mifs. 
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Mi/t. Oh, no doubt of it; I believe I 
flian't be able to fleep for dreaming of ' 
him. 

Col. [to MifsJ] Madam, (hall I- have 
the honour to efcort you ? 

Mifs. No, colonel, I thank you ; my 
mamma has fent her chair and footmen. 
Well, my lady Smarts I'll give you re^ 
venge whenever you pleafe. 

Footman ccmes in. 

Footman, Madam, the chairs are wait- 
ing. 

Ihey all take their chairs^ and go off. 
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THE TRINITY. 

I Epift. Gen. of St. John, v. 7. 

For there are three that bear record in 
heaven^ the Father^ the Wordy and the 
Holy GhoJl\ and thefe 'three are One, 

THIS day being fet apart' to ac- 
knowledge our belief in the Eter- 
nal Trinity y I thought it might be pro- 
per to employ my prefent difcourfe en- 
tirely upon that fubjed ; and I hope to 
handle it in fuch a manner, that the moft 
ignorant among you may return home 
better informed of your duty in this great 
point, than probably you are at prefent. 

It muft be confeffed, that by the weak- 
nefs and indifcretion of btify (or at beft, 
of well-meaning) people, as well as by the 
malice of thofe who are enemies to all 

revealed 
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. revealed religion, and are not content to 
poflefs their own infidelity in filerice, with- 
out communicating it to the difturbance 
of mankind ; I fay, by thefe means,- it 
muft be confefled, that the doctrine of 
the Trinity hath fiiffered very much, and 
made Chriftiahity fufter along wi^h it. 
For thefe two things muft be granted: 
firft, that men of wicked lives would be 
very glad there were no truth in Chriftia- 
nity at all ; and fecondly, if they can 
pick out any one fingle article in the 
Chriftian religion . which appears not a- 
greeable to their own corrupted reafon, 
or to the arguments of tbofe bad fjeoplc 
who follow the trade of feducing others, 
they prefently conclude, that the truth or 
the whole golpel muft fink along with 
that one article. Which is jiift as wife, a^) 
if a man ftiould fay, becaufe he diflika 
one law of his country, he will therefore 
obferve no law at all ; and yet that one 
law may be very reafonablc in itfdf, ai- '• 
though he does not allow it, of does not 
know the reafon of the law-givei-s. 

Thus it hath happened wirh the greiat 
dodrine of the Trinity ; which word is 

indeed 
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indeed not in fcripture, but was a term of 
art invented in the earlier times to'exprefs 
thedodrine by a'fingle word, for the fake 
of brevity and convenience. The doc- 
trine then as delivered in holy fcripture, 
though not exadly in the fame words, is very 
ftiort, and amounts only to this ; that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, are 
ea<ph of them God, and yet there is but 
One God. For as to the word Per/on^ 
when we fay there are three perfons ; and 
as to thofe other explanations in the Atha- 
najtan creed this day read to you (whe- 
ther compiled hy Aihanafius or no), they 
were taken up three hundred years after 
Chrift to expound this dodrine; and I 
will tell you upon what occaiion. About 
that time there fprang up a hcrefy of 
people called Ar'tanSy from one Arim the . 
leader of them. Thefe denied our Saviour 
to be God, although they allowed all the 
reft of the gofpel (wherein they were 
more fincere than their followers among 
us). Thus the Chriftian world was divided 
into two parts, till at length by the zeal 
and. courage of St. Athanajius the 
Arians were condemned in a general 
c(^uiiC:il, and a creed formed upon th« 
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true faith, as St. Athanafius hath fettled 
it. This creed is no\y read at certain timeSf 
in our churches, which although it is ufe- 
ful for edification to thofe who under- 
ftand it, yet fince it contains fome nice 
and philofophical points which few peo-; 
pie can comprehend, the bulk of man^ 
-kind is obliged to believe no more than 
the fcripture dodlrine, as I have, delivered 
it ; ^ becaufe that creed was intended only 
as an anfwer to the Avians in their own 
way, who were very fubtle difputers. 

But this hercfy having revived in the 
world about an hundred years ago, and 
continued ever fince ; not out of. a zeal 
to truth, but to give a loofe to/wicked* 
nefs by throwing off all religion ; feveral 
divines, in order to anfwer the cayils of 
1 thofe adverfaries to truth and morality, 
began to find out further explanations of 
this dodtrine of the Trinity by rules oF 
philofophy j which have multiplied con- 
troverfies to fuch a degree, as to beget 
fcruples that have perplexed the minds of 
many fober Chriftians, who otherwife= 
could never have entertained them. 

I muft therefore be fo bold to affirm^ 

that the method taken by many of thoi^s 

3 learnec^ 
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learned men to defend the do£trine of 
the Trinity, hath been founded upon a 
miftake. 

It muft be allowed, that every man is 
bound to follow the rules and diredions 
of that meafure of reafon which God hath 
given him ; and indeed he cannot do o- 
therwife, if he will be fincere or a6t like a 
man. For inftance : if I fhould be com- 
manded by an angel from heaven to be- 
lieve it is midnight at noon-day ; yet I 
could not believe him. So if I were di- 
te&\y told in fcripture that t^ree are o^e, 
and one is tk^eey I could not conceive or . 
' believe it in the natural common fenfe of 
that expreffion, but muft fuppofe that 
fomething dark or myftical was meant, 
which itplealed God to conceal from me 
and from all the world. Thus in the text, 
^hereare three that hear record^ etc. Am 
I capable of knowing and defining, what 
union and what diftindion there may be 
io the divine nature, 'which poffibly 
may be hid from the angels themfelves ? 
Again, I fee it plainly declared in fcrip- 
ture, that there is but one God ; and yet 
I find oUr Saviour claiming the preroga- 
Jtiv:C;of God in knowing men's thoughts ; 
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in faying He and his Father are (me\ and, 
before Abraham wasy I am. I read, that 
the difciples worfliiped him : That Thomas 
laid to him, My Lord and my God : and 
St. John^ chap. i. In the beginning was 
the wordy and the word was with God^ 
and the word was God. I read likewifc 
that the Holy Ghoft bellowed the gift of 
tongues, and the power of working mi* 
racl?s, which, if rightly confidered, is as 
great a miracle as any, that a number of 
illiterate men (hould of a fudden be qua- 
lified to fpeak all the languages then 
known in the world, fuch as could be 
done by the infpiration of God * alone. 

^ In defending the peculiar was explaining the laws of 

do£lrines of Chriflianity per- motion, that there could be no 

haps it is alwavs befl to infift fuch thing, for that a i>ody 

upon the po&tive evidence, as muft move either in the place 

the Dean has done in this fer-> in which it /V, or in the place 

mon : for in every queftion he in which it ia mt ; but both 

who undertakes to obviate being impoffible, there could 

obje£lions muft neceffarily be be no motion : this obje£lion 

foiled by him who puts them* the, philofopher immediately 

By the human intelleft little removed by walking erofs the 

more than the furface of things room; and if none were to 

can be known ; and there- triumph in the ftrcngth of po- 

fore fpeculative objedlions, pqlarobje£lions again ft Chri- 

which would puzzle an able ftianity, but thofe who could 

philofopher, may be eafilyraif- otherwife (hew the fallacy of 

ed even againft thofe truths this againft motion^ the num- 

which admit of praiSical de- bcr of moral phibfophers a- 

monftration. Icwas onceob- mong us would probably be 

jectcd to a philofopher, who very few. 

From 



ON THE TRINITY. 305 
From thefe feveral texts it is plain, that' 
God commands us to believe there is an 
union, and there is a diftindtion ; but what 
that union, or what that diftindion is, all 
mankind are equally ignorant, and muft 
continue fo, at leaft till the day of judg- 
ment, without feme new revelation. 

But becaufe I cannot conceive the na- 
ture of this union and diftinclion in- the 
divine nature, am I therefore • to reje<3: 
them as abfurd and impoilible, as Ivvou'ld 
if any one told me that 'three men are 
one, and one man is three? we are told, 
that a man and his wife are one flcfli; 
this I can comprehend the meaning of; 
yet, literally taken, it is a thing impof- 
fible. But the apoftle tells us, JVefee but 
in parf^ and w^ know btit in fart ; and 
yet we would comprehend all the fecret 
ways and workings of God. 
• Therefore I fliall again repeat the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, as it is pofitively af- 
firmefd in fcripture : that God is there ex- 
preded in three different names, as Fa- 
ther, as Son, arid as Holy Ghoft ; that 
each, of thefe is God, and that there is 
but one God. -But this union and diftinc- 
-i-YoL. XI, X tion 
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tion are a myflery utterly unknown to 

mankind. 

This is enough for any goodChriftian 
to believe on this great article, without 
ever inquiring any further. And this can 
be contrary to no man's reafon, although 
the knowledge of it is hid from him. 

But there is another difficulty of great 
importance among thofe who quarrel with 
the dodrine of the Trinity, as well as 
with feveral other articles of Chriflianity ; 
which is, that our religion abounds in my- 
fteries, and thefe they are fo bold as to revile 
as cant, impofture and prieftcraft. It is im- 
poffible for us to determine, for what rea- 
fons God thought fit to communicate fomc 
things to us in part, and leave fome part a 
myftery : but fo it is in faft, and fo the 
holy fcriptures tell us in feveral places. Fqr. 
inftance : the refurre£lion and change <x 
ourj bodies are called myfteries by St, 
Paul; our Saviour*8 incarnation is, an* 
other ; the kingdom of God is called a 
myftery by our Saviour, to be only known 
to his difciples ; fo is ^th and the wo^ 
Of' God by St. Pau/: I omit manyo- 
thcrs. So that to declare againil all my- ; 

ftcrics 
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ftieries without diftinflion or exception, is 
to declare againft the whole tenor of the 
New Teftament. 

There arc two conditions, that mayi 
bring a myftery under fufpicion. Firft, 
wheln it is not taught and commanded in 
ho!y writ ; or fecondly, when the my- 
ftery turns to the advantage of.thofe who 
preach it to others. Now as to the firft, 
it can never be faid, that we preach my- 
fteries without warrant from holy fcrip- 
ture, although I confefs this of the Trinity 
may have fometimes been explained by 
human invention, which might perhaps 
better have been fpared. As to the fe- 
cbnd, it will not be poflible to charge 
the Proteflant priefthood with propofing 
any temporal advantage to themfelves by 
broaching, or multiplying, or preaching 
of myfteries. Does this myftery of the 
trinity^ for inftance, and the defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft, bring the leaft profit or 
power to the preachers ? No; it is as great 
rtyttery to themfelves as it is to the mean- 
clt of their hearers ; and may, be rather a 
capfe of humiliation by putting their un- 
dttftanding in tliat' point upon a level 

X 2 with 
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with the nioft ignorant of their flock. It 
is true indeed, the Roman church hath 
very much enriched herfelf by trading ia 
myfteries, for which they have not the 
lead authority from fcripture, and which 
wtre fitted only to advance their own 
temporal wealth and grandeur ; fuch as 
tranfubjlantiation^ worjhiping of imdgeSy 
indulgences for fins, purgatory^ and tnaffes 
for the dead\ with rnany more. But it is 
the pcrpcrtual talent of thofe who have 
ill-will to our church, or a contempt for. 
all religion taken up by the wickednefs. 
of their lives, to charge us with the errors 
and corruptions of popery, which all pro- 
tcftants have thrown off near two hun-, 
drcd years : whereas thofe myfteries held. 
by us have no profped of jjpwer> pomp, 
or wealth, but have been ever maintained 
by the univerfal body of true believers 
from the days of the apoftles, and will be 
fo to the refurredion ; neither will the, 
gates of hell prevail againft them. 

It, may be thought perbaps a ftrange. 
thing, that God (hould require us to be- 
lieve myfteries, while the reafon or man- 
ner of wliat we are to believe is abpve our 

com- 
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comprehenfion, and wholly concealed 
from us: neither doth it appear at firft 
iight, that the believing or not believing 
tbeni doth concern either the glory of 
God, or contribute to the goodnefs or 
wickednefs of our lives. But this is a great 
'and dangerous n)iftake. We {ee what a 
mighty weight is laid upon faith both in 
the Old and New Teilament. In the for- 
mer wp read, how the faith of Abraham is 
pr&ifed, who could believe that God would 
faife from him a great nation, at the very 
feme time that hb was commanded to fa- 
crifice his only fon, and defpaired of any 
Other iflue: and this was to him a great 
myftery. OurSaviouris perpetually preach- 
ing faith to his difciples, or reproaching 
Hhcm w^th thp want of it ; and St. Paul 
produceth numerous examples of thewon- 
(ders done by faith. And all this is highly 
reafonable; for, faith is an entire depen- 
iiepce upon the truth, the power, the juf* 
-fice, and the mercy of God ; which de- 
pendence will certainly iacline us to obey 
him in all things. So that the great ex- 
cellency of faith confifts in the confe- 
ouence it hath upon our actions : as, if 
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we depend upon the truth and wifdom 
of a man, we Jhall certainly be more dif- 
pofed to follow his advice. Therefore l^t 
no man think that he can lead as goodrg 
mpral life without faith as with it ; for 
this reafon, becau(e he who has po faith 
cannot by the ftrength of his own reafon 
or endeavours fo eafily |-e{ift tempjCation;, 
as the other who depends upon God's af- 
^{lance in the overcoming his' frailtiq, 
and is fure to be rewarded for ever in hea- 
ven for his vidtory oyer them. Faitby fays 
the apoftle, is the evidence of thitigs mt 
fecfi : he means, that faith is a virtue, by 
which any thing commanded us by God 
to believe, appears evident and certain to 
us, although vye do not lee, noi; can coO' 
iceiveit ; -becaufe by faith we entirely de- 
pend upon the truth and power of God. 

It is an old and true diflindlion, that 
things may be above pur reafon without 
being contrary to it.' Of this kind aj-e the 
power, the nature, and the uniyerfgl pre- 
fence of God, with innuriierabk other 
points. IIovv little do thole who quarrel 
with rayftcries know of the comqjp.neft 
actions of nature ! the growth of ^n ani- 
mal, 



ON THE TRINITY 311 
ma), of a plant, or of the fmalleft feed, is 
a myftery, to the wifeft among men. If 
an ignorant perfon were told, that a load- 
flbne v^ould driaw iron at a diftance, he 
might fay it was a thing contrary to his 
reaibn, and could not believe before he 
few it with his eyes. 

The manner whereby the foul and 
body arc united, and how they are di- 
flinguiflied, is wholly unaccountable to us. 
We fee but one part, and yet we know 
we confift of two ; and this is a myitery 
we cannot comprehend, any more than 
that of the Trinity. 

From what hath been faid, it is mani- 
feft, that God did never command us to 
believe, nor his minifters to preach, any 
dodrine'^ which is contrary to the reafbn he 
hath pleafcd to endow us with ; but for 
his own wife ends has thought fit to con- 
ceal from us the nature of the thing he 
commands; thereby to try our faith and 
obedience, and increafe oyr dependence 
upon him. 

> It is highly probable, that if God Should 
pleafe to reveal unto us this great myftery 
pi the Trinity^ or fome other piyfteries 

X 4 in 
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in our holy religion, we lliould not be able 
to'ui dcrftand them, unlefs he would at 
the fame time think fit to beftow on us 
fomc new powers or faculties of the mind, 
which we want at prefent, and are re- 
ferved till the day of refurredion to life 
eternal. Fcr now^ as the apoftle fays, wefee^ 
through a glajs darkly^ but then face to face. 

Thus, we fee, the matter is brought tq 
this ilfue ; we muft eitlier believe what 
God diiedily commands us in holy Ijbrip- 
ture, or we muft wholly rejecS the fcrip? 
ture, and the Chriftian religion whiph we 
pretend to profefs. But this, I hope^ is top 
defperate a ftep for any of us to rpake. 

I have already obferyed, that thofe wIjq 
preach up the belief of fhe Trimty^ or 
of any other myftery, canriot propofe any 
temporal advanf^ge to themfelves by fp. 
doing. But this is not the cafe of thofe 
who oppofc thefe dodrines.' Do they lead 
better moral lives than a good Chriftian? 
fire they niprejuft in their dealings ? more 
chaftc, or temperate, or charitable? No-^ 
thing at all of this ; but, oq the contrary, 
their intent is to overthrow all religion, 
that they may gratify their vices without 
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any reproach from the world, or their 
ovsrn conscience ; and are zealous to bring 
over as many Q.thers as they can to their 
QWn opinions; becaufe it is fome kind 
of imaginary cpnafprC tp Ijave ^ multi- 
tude on their iide. 

There is no cairacle mentioned in Jiply 
writ, which, if it y/ere ftridly examined, 
jis not as much contrary to common rea- 
ibn, and as much a rayftery, as this doc- 
trine pf the Trinity. '% and therefore" we 
piay vi^jtl) equal juftice deny the truth of 
theni alif For inf):ance : it is againd the 
laws of nature, that a human body flipuld 
be able to syalk upon the water, as St. 
Peter is reporded to have dpne; prthata 
de^d parcafe flipyld be raifed from the 
grave after three days, when it began tq 
jporrupt; whjch thofe who underftand 
anatpn^y will prpnounce tp be imppffible 
by t|ie common rules pf nature and rea- 
fon. Yeit thefe miracles, and niany others, 
are pofitively affirmed in the gofpel ; and 
jhefe we muft believe, or give up our ho- 
. iy religion to atheifts and infidels. 

I (hall now make a i^w inferences and 
,pbferv4tipns upon what hath been faid. 

Firji, 
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Firfi^ It would be well, if people would 
not lay fo much weight on their own rea- 
fon in matters of religion, as to think eve- 
ry thing impoflibleand abfurd which they 
cannot conceive. How often do we con- 
tradid the right rules of reafon in the 
whole courfc of our lives ? Reafon itfclf is 
true and juft, but the reafon of every 
particular man is weak and waverings 
perpetually fwayed and turned by his 
interefts, his paflions, and his vices. Let 
any man but confider, when he hath a 
controverly with another, though his caufe 
be ever fo unjuft, though the whole world 
be againft him, how blinded he is by the 
love of himfelf, to believe that right is 
wrong, and wrong is right, when it makes 
for his own advantage. Where is then 
the right ufe of his reafon, which he fo 
much boafts of, and which he Would blaf^ 
phemoufly fet up to controul the coni- 
mands of the Almighty ? 

Secondly y When men are tempted to 

deny the myfteries of religion, let them 

examine and fearch into their ■own hearts, 

whether they have not fomp fayourite {i», 

4 which 
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.which is of their party in this difjjute, and 
which is equally contrary to other com- 
mands of God in the gofpel. For, why 
do men love darknefs rather than light? 
The fcripture tells us, Becaufe their deeds 
are evil ; and there can be no other rea- 
fon afligned. Therefore, when men are 
curious and inquifitive to discover (bme 
weak fides in Chriftianity, and inclined 
to favour every thing that is offered to 
its diiadvantage, it is plain they wi{h 
it were not true; and thofe wifhe^ can 
proceed from nothing but an evil cpn- 
icience ; becaufe, if there be truth in our 
j*eligion, their condition muft be mifer- 
able * 



i^^ 



And therefore, thirdly^ men fliould 
confider, that raifing difEcuhies concera- 
jng the myfteries iq religion cannot make 
them more wife, learned, or virtuous 4 
better neighbours, or friends, or .more fer*- 

* It is an high encomium nietan$ and I^apifts wifh their 

oairtformed Cbrimanity!, and rdligidn t6 be falie lA propor-- 

'a ftrong argument of its fu- tion as their lives are immo- 

J^nor excellence,' that a cor- ral \ and it is faid of Drytien^ 

r^pr lifr alvirays inclines t^en thar» not being aUe to foriify 

to wifli it were not true. It himfeif io infidelity, he 4ij:d 

flQes not appilur^bat Mgho-*^ jtPapift* 
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viceable to their country j but, whatever 
they pretend, will deftroy their inward 
peace of jnind by perpetual doubts and 
fears arifing in their breads. And God 
forbid we i|iou|d (pyer fee thp tipics fo 
]bad, when dangerous opinions in religion 
will be a means to get favour and pre-r 
ferment ; although even jn fuph ,9 cafe it 
would be an ill traffick to gain the world, 
and lofe our own fpuls, So that upon the 
whole it will b^ impoiliblp tp find any 
real ufe towards a virtuous or happy life 
by denying the myfl^ries pf t)ie gofpc), 

Fourthly-, Thofe ftrong unbelievcFs, 
who expe<9t that all myftcries (hould be 
fquared and fitted to their own reafpn, 
might have fomewhat to fay for them- 
felves, if they could fatisfy thp general 
reafon of mankind in their opinions ; but 
herein they are miferably defej^ive, abfurd, 
and ridiculous \ they drain at a gnat, and 
fwallow a camel: they can believe that 
the world was made by chance ; that 
God doth not concern himfelf with things 
below ; will neither punifli vice nor re- 
ward virtue; that religion was invented 

• > by 
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by cunning men to keep the world in awe ; 
wiih many other opinions equally falfe 
and deteAable, againft the common light 
of nature as well as reafon ; againft the 
univerfal fentiments of all civilized na^ jf^^ 
tions, and ofFenlive to the ears even of 3, 
fober heathen. 

Lafifyy Since the world abounds with; 
peflilent books particularly written againfir 
this do<^rine of the Triniiy; it is fit to 
inform you, that the authors of thenr 
proceed wholly upon a miftake: they 
would fbew how impoffible it is, that three 
can be <?w, and one can be three: wbere- 
as the fcripture faith no fuch thing, at* 
leafl: in that manner they would make ict 
but only that there is fome kind of unity* 
and diftindion in the divine nature, which < 
mankindcannotpofllblycomprehend: thi*^ 
the whole dodrine is fhort and plain, and': 
in itfelf incapable of any controverfy>; , 
fince God himfelf hath pronounced the 
fad, but wholly concealed the manner. 
And therefore many divines, who thoioght 
fit to- anfwer thofe wicked books, Ihave 
been midaken too by anfwering focTii in 
I' their; 
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their folly ; and endeavouring to explain 
a myftery, which God intended to keep fc- 
cret from us. And as I would exhort all 
men to avoid reading thofe wicked books 
written againfl this dodrine, as dangerous 
and pernicious; fo I think they may omit 
theanfwers, as unnecefTary. This I confefs 
will probably afFed but few or none- a- 
mong the generality of our congregations, 
who do not much trouble themfelves 
with books, at lead of this kind. How- 
ever many, who do not read themfelves, 
are feduced by others that do, and thus 
become unbelievers upon truft and at fe- 
cond hand ; and this is too frequent a 
cafe : for which reafon I have endeavoupr 
ed to put this dodrine upon a (fabrt and 
fure foot, leveled to the meaneft *under- 
Aanding ; by which we may, astheapoftle 
dire<Sl8, be ready always to give an anfwer 
to every man, that afketh us a reaforf of 
the hope that is in us, with meekn^^^^nd 
fear. ^^} ' 

And thus I have done with my fubje<a, 
which probably I fhould not have chofen, 
if I had not been invited to it by the oc^ 

cafion 
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cafioQ of this feafon, appointed on pur- 
pofe to celebrate the myfteries oftheTr/- 
nityy and the defcent of the Holy Ghoft, 
wherein we pray to be kept ftedfaft in this 
faith i and what this faith is I have (hewn 
you in the plaineft manner I could. For 
upon the whole, it is no more than this: 
God commands us, by our dependence 
upon his truth and his holy word, to be- 
lieve a fad that we do not underftand. And 
this is no more than what we do every day 
in the works of nature upon the credit 
of men of learning. Without faith we can 
do no works acceptable to God ; for, if 
they proceed from any other principle, 
they will not advance our falvation ; and 
this faith, as I have explained it, we may 
acquire without giving up our fenfes, or 
contradicting our reafon. May God of his 
infinite mercy infpire us with true faith in 
every article and myftery of our religion, 
fo as to difpoi^ us to do what is pleafing 
in his fight; and this we pray through 
Jefus Chrift, to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoft, the myfterious in- 
comprehenfible One God, be all honour 
and glory now and for evermore, ^men, 

ASER- 
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ON 

Mutual Subje^ion- 

1 St. Pete ft V. 5. 

■■■ Tea, all of you befuhjeSi orie id an- 

other4 

THE apoftle hating hi many parts 
of this epiftle given diredions to 
Chriftians coneerning the duty of fubjcc- 
tion or obedience to ftiperiors ; in the feve- 
ral inftances of the fubje^t to diie prince, the 
child to his patent, the fervant to his ma- 
iler, the wife to her' Hufband, and the 
younger to the elder; ""doth here in the 
words of my text fufh up the whole by 
advancing a point of do&rine, which at 
firft may appear a little extradtdinary ; 
Yea^ all of you, feith he, be fubjeSi one to 
another. For it (hould feem, that two per- 
fons cannbt properly be faid to be fubjeifl: 
to each other, and "tlwt fubje€lion is only 

due 
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due from inferiors to thofe above them : 
yet St. Paul hath feveral paflages to the 
feme purpofe. For he exhorts the i2<?- 
mans *, in honour to prefer one another ; 
and the Philippians -f-, that in lowlinefs of 
mind they jhould each ejieem other petter 
than them/elves ; and the Ephejians ty th^t 
they fhould fubmit themfehes one to ano" 
ther in the fear of the Lord, Here we 
find thefe two great apoftles recommend- 
ing to all Christians this duty of mutual 
fubjedion. For we may obferve by St. 
Peter J that having mentioned the feveral 
relations which' men bear to each other, 
as governor and fubjed, mailer and fer- 
vant, and the reft which I have already 
repeated, he makes no exception, but 
fums up the whole withr commanding all 
io hefubjeEi one to another. From whence 
we may conclude, that this fubjeiftion 
due from all men to all men is fomething^ 
more than the compliment of courfe, when 
our betters are pleafed to tell us they are 
our humble fervants, but underftand us to 
be their (laves. 

*Rom. xib 10.' . t Philip, ii. 3. :( Ephef. v. 2i. 

Vol. XI. ' Y Iknow 
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I know very well, that fome of thofe 
who explain this text apply it tp humi- 
lity, to the duties of charity, to private 
exhortations, and to bearing with each b- 
ther's infirmities ; and it is probable the 
apoftle may have had a regard to all thefe. 
But, however, many learned men agree, 
that there is fomething more underftodd, 
and fo the words in their plain natural 
meaning muft import ; as you will ob- 
ferve yourfelves, if you read them with 
the beginning of the verfe, whjch is thus ; 
Likewife ye younger ftibmit yourfelves unto ' 
the elder j yea^ all of you befubjeSi me to 
another. So that, upon the whole, there 
muft be fome kind of fubjediion due from 
every many to every man, which cannot be 
made i^oid by any power, pre-eminence, 
or authority wbatfoever. Now what fort 
of fubjedlion this is, and how it ought to 
be paid, fliall be the fubjed of my prefent 
difcourfe. 

As God hath contrived all the works of 
nature to be ufefuj, and in fome manner 
a fupport to each other, by which the 
whole frame of the world under his pro- 
vidence is prefer ved and kept up; fo a- 

.. mong 
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mong mankind, our particular ftations 
are, appointed to each of us by God Al- 
mighty, wherein we are obliged to ad, as 
far as our power reacheth, towards the 
good of the whole community. And he 
who doth not perform that partafligned 
him towards advancing the benefit of the 
whole, in proportion to his opportunities 
and abilities, is not only an ufelefs, but a 
very mifchicvous member of the publick : 
becaufe he takes his fhare of the profit, 
and yet leaves his ftiare of the burden to 
be borne by others, which is the true prin- 
cipal caufe of moft miferies and misfor- 
. tunes in life. For a wife man, who does 
not affift with his counfelsj a great man 
with his protedion, a rich man with his 
bounty and charity, and a poor man with 
his labour, are perfeiSt nuifances in a com- 
monwealth. Neither is any condition of 
life more honourable in the fight of God 
than another ; otherwife he would be a 
refpedler of perfons, which he aflures us 
he is not: for he hath propofed the fame 
falvation to all men, and hath only placed 
them in difi'erent ways or ftations to work 
it out. Princes are born with no more ad- 

Y 2 vantages 
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vantages of ftrength or wifdom than o- 
ther men ; and, by an unhappy education, 
are ufually more defedlive in both than 
thoufands of their fubjeds. They depend 
for every neceflary of life upon the mean* 
efl of their people : befides, obedience 
and fubjedion were ncvtfr enjoined by God 
to humour the paflions, lulls, and vani- 
ties of thofe who demand them from us; 
but we are commanded to obey our 
governors, becaufe difbbedience wouM 
breed feditions in the ftate. Thus ferVants 
are directed to obey their mafters, chil- 
dren . their parents, and wives their hus- 
bands ; not from any refpedt of perfbds itk^ 
God, but becaufe otherwife there wovld-^ 
be nothing but confufion in private fa — 

milies. This matter will be clearly ex 

plained by confidering the comparifb: 
which St. Paul makes between the churc 
of Chrift and the body of man : for th 
fame refemblance will hold, not .only t 
families and kingdoms, but to the ^hol 
corporation of mankind. * The eye, (ait 
he, cannot fay unto the bandy I have m^^ 
med of thee ; nor again the hand to ih^ 

* Rom.xii. 2i> 22, 23, 26, 

foot^ 



\ 
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foot^ I have no need of thee, Nc^^ much 
more, thofe members of the body which feem 
to be more feeble^ are necejfary: andixhe- 
'ther me member Juffer^ all the members 
fuffer with it ; or one member be honour- 
edy all the members rejoice with it. 'The 
csXc is diredly the fame among mankind. 
The prince cannot lay to the merchant, 
1 have no need of thee ; nor the mer- 
chant to the labourer, I have no need of 
thee. Nay, much more thofe members, 
which feem to be more feeble are neceP 
fary. For the poor are generally more ne- 
ceflary members of the commonwealth 
than the rich : which clearly fliews, that 
God never intended fuch pofleflions for 
the fake and fervice of thofe to whom h^ 
lends them; but becauie he hath adign*' 
ied every man his particular ftation to be 
ufeful in lifcj and this for the reafon given 
by the apoftle, that there may be nofchifm 
in the body% 

From hence may partly be gathered 
the nature of that fubje<Slion, which we 
all owe to one another. God Almighty 
hath been pleafed to put us into an imperr 
fe€^ flat?, where we have perpetual oc- 

y 3 cafioa 
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cafion of each other's ailiftance. Therie fe 
none fo low as not to be in a capacity of! 
aflifting the higheft, nor fo high as not tp 
want the afliftance of the loweft. 

It plainly appears from what hath been 
faid, that qo one human creature is more 
worthy than another in the fight of God, 
further than according to the goodnefs or 
holinefs of their lives ; and that power, 
wealth, and the like outward advantages, 
are fo far. from being the inarks of God's 
approving or preferring thofe on whom 
they are beftpwed^ that on the contrary 
he is pleafed to fuffer them to be almon 
engrofled by thofe who nave leaft title to 
his favour. Now, according to this equ^- . 
lity vi'herein God hath placed all maii^ 
^iqd with relation to hinifelf, you will pb- 
ferve, that in all the relations between, 
rnan and man there is a miitual depen- 
dence, whereby the one cannot fubfift 
WJthojJt the other. Thus, no man can be 
a prince without fubjeds, nor a ma- 
iler without fervants, nor a father with- 
out children. And this both explaiijs 
and confirms the dodirine of the text: 
fpr where there is a putual dependence, 

there 
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there mufl be a mutual duty, and confe- 
quently a mutual fubje<9:ion. For inftance, 
the fubjeft muft obey his prince, becaufe 
God commands it, human laws require it, 
and the fafety of the publick makes it ne- 
ceflary (for the fame reafons we muft 
obey all that are in authority, and fub- 
mit ourfelves not only to the good and 
gentle, but alfo to the froward, whether 
they rule according to our liking or no); 
On the other fide, in thofe countries that 
pretend to freedom, princes are fubjed to 
thofe laws which their people have cho- 
fen ; they are bound to protedb their fub- 
je<as in liberty, property, and religion, to 
receivfe their petitions, and redrefs their 
grievances: fo that the beft prince is, in 
the opinion of wife men, only the greateft 
fervant of the nation ; not only a fervant 
to the publick in general, but in fome fort 
to every man in it. In the like manner, a 
fervant owes obedience, and diligence, and 
faithfulnefs to his matter, from whom at 
the fame time he hath a juft demand for 
protedion, and maintenance, and gentle 
treatment. Nay, even the poor beggar hath 
a juft demand of an alms from the rich 

y ^ man, 
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ixian, who is guilty of fraud, injufUoe^ 
and opptefiion, if he does not afford icf 
lief according to his abilities. 

But this fubjedion we all owe one an* 
ptner is no where more nece^tj than. in 
the common conyerfatioiis of life; fox 
without it there could be no fociety a** 
inong men. If the learned would no| 
fometimes fubmit to the ignorant, the wi^ 
to the fimple, the gentle to the frowardi 
the old to the weaknejBes of the youn^ 
there would be nothing but everlafting 
variance in the world. This our Saviour 
himfelf confirmed by his own example j 
for he appeared in the form of a^vant^ 
and waiihed his difciples feet, adding tbb^ 
memorable words, Te call me. Lord and 
maflery and ye fay welly for Jo t am* If 
I then your Lord and Majler wafh yo»r 
feeti how much more ought ye to wop me 
another s feet ? Under which expre^od 
of wafhing the feet is included -all that 
fubjc£tion, affiftance, love, and iiiity, 
which every good Chriftian pught to pay 
his brother, in whatever i^atioaQod faath 
placed him. For the greatcft .prince anH. 
the meaneft flave are not by infinite de- 



grei^ £> 4iAant, as oux ^avloiir aad thoio 
difciples whofe feet he vouchfafed tp yizJki» 
Ancl although this doflrine of fuyedJ;* 
jng oiirfelvcs to one another mz,y feem to 
grate upon the pride ^jti^ v^njty of niaii-r 
kindj and may therefore be hard to be 
digefted by thofe .who value themfelvcs 
upon their greatnels py their wealth ; ycl 
it M really no jnore than what moft men 
pra<3ife wpon other occasions. For if onf 
^ghbour who is our inferior comfs tp 

See U5, we rife to receive him, we place 
jiro above us, and refpe(9fe jbim ^s if h« 
were better than ourfelves; and this is 
^thought both decent andneceflary, and is 
ufiially C3\\^d gpod-manners. Now th? 
■duty required by the apoflle is .©oJy, th.^ 
ye Oiould enlarge our rnii^ds, find thsit 
.what we.thus pradife in the coipmou 
courfe of life, we fljould imitate m all ow 
. a£Uoos and proceedings whatf<^vef I iince 
pur Saviour tells us, that every man is our 
. peighbouf, and iince we are fo ready in 
jthe point of cfvility to yielcj to others in 
' oar own houfes, whcfe only we haye any 
.|idc togpFeca. 
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Having thus (hewn you, what- fort of 
fobjedition it is, which all men owe one 
another, and in what manner it ought to 
be paid, I fliall now draw fome obferva- 
tions from what hath been faid. 

And firfl ; A thorough pradiice of 
this duty of fubjeiAing burfelves to the 
wa:nts and infirmities of each other would 
utterly extinguifli in us the vice of pride. 

For if God has pleafed to entruft me 
with a talent, not for my own fake, but 
for the fervice of others, and at the fame 
time hath left me full of wants and ne- 
ceflities which others muft fupply; I can 
then have no caufe to fet any extraordi^ 
nary value upon myfelf, or to defpife my 
brother, becaufe he hath not the faipe ta* 
lents, which were lent to me. His being 
may probably be as ufeful to the publick. 
as mine; and therefore, by the rules of 
right rcafon, I am in no fort preferable to 
him. 

Secondly \ 'Tis very manifeft from 
what has been faid, that no man ought to 
look upon the advantages of life, fuch as 

^•iches, 
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riches, honpijr, power, and the hke, as 
his property, but merely as a truft, whiqh 
,God h^th idepofited with him to be em- 
ployed for the ufe of his brethren 5 and 
God will certainly punifli the breach of 
that truft, though the laws of man will 
lipt, or rather indeed cannot ; becaufe the 
^ruft was conferred only by God, who has 
not left it to any power on earth to de- 
cide infallibly, whether a man makes a 
good ufe of his talents or no, or to punifh 
him where he fails. And therefore God 
feems jto hav? ipore particularly taken 
this matter into his own hands, and will 
tooft certainly reward or punifh us in pro- 
portion to our' good or ill performance in 
It. Now, althoiigh the advantages, which 
one man pofleiieth more than another, 
may in fome fenfe be called his property 
jvith refpeft to other men, yet with re- 
fpe<9: to God they are, as I faid, only a 
truft; which will plainly appear from 
hence : if a man does not pfe thofe ad- 
vantages to the good of the public, or 
the benefit of his neighbour, it is certain 
he doth not deferve them, and confe- 
gueptly that pod never i^jteiidfd them 

for 
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for a blefllpg to him ; and on the other 
fide, whoever does employ his talents as 
he ought, will find, by his own experience, 
that they were chiefly lent him for the 
fcrvice of others ; fpr to the ferviceof 
others he will certainly employ them. 

Thirdly, If we could all be brought to 
pradlife this duty of fubjeding ourlelves 
to each other, it would very much con- 
tribute to the general happinefs of man; 
kind : for this would root out envy and 
malice from the heart of man ; . becauie 
you cannot envy your neighbour's (Irengtti, 
if he make ufe of it to defend your life, or 
carry your burden j you cannot envy his 
wifdoni, ifhe gives you good counfel^ nor 
.his riches, if h.e fupplies you in your 
wants ; nor his greatnefs, if he employs 
it to your protediion. The rpiferies of life 
are not properly owing to the unequal dif- 
tribution of things ; but God Almighty, 
the great Jving of heaven, is treated like 
the kings of the earth, who, althougl) per-; 
haps intending well themfelves, have often 
inoft abominable minifters and fiewards, 
and thofe generally the yileft, to vvhoin 
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they intruft the moft talents. But here is 
the difference, that the princes of this 
world fee by other men's eyes, but God 
fees all things; and therefore, whenever he 
^iiiits his bleflings to be dealt among 
thofc who are unworthy, we rtiay cer- 
tainly conclude, that he intends them on- 
ly as a ptinifhment to an evil world, as 
well as to the owners. It vt^ere Well, if 
thoie would confider this, whofe riches 
lerve them only ais a fpiir tb avarice, or 
as an inftrument to their luds; wlicfe 
wifdbm is only of this World, to put fatfe 
ColbQrs upon things, to call^dod evil, and 
'evil good, againft the coriviAion of their 
pWn confciences; and laftly, who enli- 
ploy their power and favour in afls of 
bppreffionor injuftice, in mifreprefenting 
jperfops and things, or in countenancing 
' the wicked to the ruin of the innocent. 

'Fourthly, The pra<aice of this duty of 
being fubjcd: to one another, would make 
tis reft contented in the fevieral ftations 
of Kfe, wherein God hath thouglit fit to 
plaice us; becaufe it would in the beft 
ittid eafitft manner bring us back as it 

'4 were 
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were to that early ftate of the gofpel, when 
Chriftians had all things in common. • For 
if the poor found the rich difpo&d to fup- 
ply their wants ; if the ignorant found the 
wile ready to inftru6: and dire^l; them ; or 
if the weak might always find protei^ion 
from the mighty ; they could none of them 
with the lead pretence of juftice lament 
their own condition. 

From all that hath been hitherto laid, 
it appears, that great abilities of any fort, 
when they are employed as God direSs, 
do but make the owners of them greater 
and more painful Servants to their neigh< 
hour, and the publick : however, we arc 
by no means to conclude from, hence, 
that they are not really bleflings, . when 
they are in the hands of good men. For 
firft, what can be a greater honour than to 
be chofen one of the ftewards and dif- 
penfers of God's bounty to mankind? 
what is there that can give a generous 
ipirit more pleafure and complacency of 
mind, than to confider, that he is an in- 
ftrument of doing much good ? that great 
numbers owe to him, under God, their 

fubfiilencej 
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fubfiftence, their fafety, their health, and 
the -good condud of their lives? The 
wickedefl man upon earth takes a plea- 
fure in doing good to thofe he loves; and 
therefore furely a good Chriftian, who 
obeys our Saviour's commands of loving 

^ all men, cannot but take delight in doing 
good even to his enemies. God, who gives 
all things to all. men, can receivie nothing 
from any ; and thofc among men, who 
do the moft good, and receive the feweft 
returns, do moft refemble their Creator: 
for which reafon St. Paul delivers it as 
a faying of our Saviour, that /; ts more 
blejfed to give than receive. By this rule, 
what muft become of thofe things, which 
the world values as the greateft bleffings, 
riches, power, and the like, when our 
Saviour plainly determines, that the beft 
way to make them bleffings is to part 

. with them ? Therefore, although the ad- 
vantages, which one man hath over a,no- 
ther, may be called bleffings, yet they 
are by no means fo in the fenfe the world 
ufqally underftands. Thus, for example, 
great riches are no bleffing in thcmfelves ; 

" becaufe the poor man with the common 

necef- 
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^es of life enjoys more heakh and h^ 
iewer &Ltes without them: how theadd 
Tfbey become bleffings ? No other-wife 
than by being employed in feieding the 
hungry, cloathing the naked, rewarding 
worthy men, and iii fhort, doing a^ .;of 
tharity and generofity. Thus likewiie^ 
power is do blefling in itfclf, becaufe pri- 
-tate men bear lefs envy, and trouble^ and 
tmguiih without it. But when it is'eni^ 
ployfcd to protect the innocent, to reKere 
ihe oppreiGfed, and to punifli the oppref- 
for, then it becomes a great bleifing. 
And fb laftly even great wiidom is, in 
the opinion oiSokfnon^ not a bleffing in 
itlclf : for in much wifdom is much fit' 
fmv ; tod men of common underftand- 
irigs, if they ferve God and mind their 
calKngs, make fewer miftakes in the con- 
dudt of life than thofe who have better 
heaids. And yet wifdom is a mighty blfef- 
fing, vi^hen it is^ applied to good purpoies, 
to ihftrud the ignorant, tb be a faithful 
counfcllor either in publick or private, 
to be a director to youth, and to many 
other ends needlefs here to mention. 

To 
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To conclude: Cod ient us into the 
.<^orld to obey his. commands by doing as 
£EiUch goeid as Oiir abilities will reach, and 
as little evil as our many infirmities will 
J>ermit. Some he hath only trufted with 
one talent^ -feme with five^ and fome with 
ten. No man is without his talent j and 
he that is faithful or Negligent in a lltde, 
fliall be reMrarded ofpuniihcdi as well as 
he that hath been fo in a great deal. 

Confider what hath been faid, ^r. 
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THERE is no word more 
in the mouths of liiqn' th'aii IliS: of 
^^^iJ^iencey and the nieanifig of i.tl^'iy'^m 
fome meafure generally iind^rftood V'SoW- 
ever, becaufe it is likewife a wbrH"^- 
tremely abufed by many peopl^^ wlf^^'ap- 
ply other meanings to it, which 'Gbd"i\l- 
mighty never fntended ; Ifhail e:^piafa it 
to you in the cleareft manner I'sim^^tile. 
The word confcience properly "'ligdljlies 
that knowledge which a thari^h'atb 
within himfelf of his own 'thBilght^:''and 
actions. And becaufe if a m^n' jli^geth 
fairly of his own adliohs by cbni^&ng 

them 
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them with the law <>( God, his mind will 
cither approve or condemn him accord- 
ing as n? hath Mone good or evil ; there-* 
fore this knowledge or confcience may 
properly be called both an accufer and a 
judge. So that whenever our confcience 
acc^fitth us,- we are certainly guilty j but 
we are' not always innocent^ when it doth 
notaccufe us: for very often, through the 
hardnefspf our hearts, or the fondnefs and 
favoiltr we bear to ourfelves, or through 
ignorance or negledl, we do not fuiFer our 
^!C9Difciei\ci?,to.take any cognifance of fe-» 
., vcT;*! {ins. we commit.. There is another 
.office likew{fe .belongbg to confcience, 
.;wjJMcH i§ j^at of being our diredor and 

tutde^; an4 the wrong ufe of this hath 
eeo the occafion of more evils under the 
r^un.thaQ almoK all other .caufes put to- 
g^mcr,, For, as confcience is nothing elfe 
jj^^t,.tiic^ knowledge we have of what we 
. i^f^.tfiinliing and doing ; fo it can guide 
,^-118 lip father th^n that, knowledge reach- 
, cthrigf^dtherefpre God hath placed con- 
- :k|KiKai,,in us to be our direftbr only in 
' pleaiStions which fcripture and reafon 
mly tell us to be good or evil. But in 
Z 2 cafes 
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cafes toO' difficult or doubtful for us to* 
comprehend or determine, there eon~ 
fciencc is not concerned ; becawfe it can- 
not advife in what it doth . not under- 
ftand, nor decide where it is itfelf in 
doubt : but, by God's great mercy, thofe 
difficult points are never of abfolute ne* 
ceffity to our falvation. There is like- 
wife another evil, that men oftea fay, a 
thing is againft their confcience, when 
really it is not. For inftance: a{k any of 
thofe who differ from the worfhip eftar 
bliflied, why they do not come to churchy 
they will fay, they diflike the ceremor 
nies, the prayers, the habits, and the 
like; and therefore it goes agiaiofl their 
confcience: but they are roiftaken, their 
teacher hath put thofe words into tbeit 
mouth j for a man's confcience cangonp 
higher than his knowledge ; and therefore 
till he has thoroughly examined by fcrip- 
•turc, and- the prad:ice of the ancient 
church,, whether thofe points are blamcr 
able or no, his confcience cannot poffihly 
direct him. to condemn them. Heitee 
• have likewife arifen thofe' miilakes aboitf 
what is ufually called Ithrty ofcmfcieme^ 
/... . which. 
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which, properly fpeaking, is no more thati 
a liberty of knowing our own thoughts j 
which liberty no one can take from us* 
But dbiQiCe words have obtained quite dif-^ 
ferent meanings : liberty of confcience is 
now-a-d^ys not only underftood to be 
the liberty- of believing what men pleafe, 
but alfo of endeavouring to propagate that 
belief as niuch as they can, and to oyer-' 
throw the faith which the laws have al- 
ready eft^bli(hed, and to be rewarded by 
the publick for thofe wicked endeavours t 
and thii is the liberty of confcience which 
the fanaticks are now openly in the face 
of the World endeavouring at with their 
utiiabft application. At the fame time it 
caofCiot but be obfervcd, that thofe very 
perfons, who, under pretence of a public 
fpirit and tendernefs towards their Chrifti* 
an brethren, are fo zealous for fuch a li- 
berty of confcience as this, are of all others 
the leaft tender to thofe who differ from 
them in the fmalleft point relating to 
government ; and I wifli I could not fay, 
that the majefty of the living God may 
b? oiJended with more fecurity than the' 

Z z memory 
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memory pf a dead puiw^. 3wt ^.ji}4ir, 
dom of the world ^trfM-elppt J^ej^^v^^, 
gree with chat of ^he heathen, e;<Qp§i;qi;,) 
who faid, If the gods, yji^fit^enije^^i^} 
was .their own concern ji:.s^od,r.th^ )^^- 
able to vindicate therofplyes^,-, , .., }r /i. V 

But, ahhough cooi^iejice hath^Mbf^, 
abufed to tbpfe wickpd.purpokssff}^\fL,f' 
have already related, yet sl^^u^ tc^^M^ 
the diredions it plainly givc;s, us,, a* ^H-j^s,^ 
to its accufations, reproaches!, m4 ^kr^ 
would be of thegreateft.Aiie,^ liif^kj^f^v 
both for their prcfcnt ;w?lfwq fi5Ki/ptMr% 
happinefs. . , . ,, , r ,. n 1 tof, 

Thei-efore, my difcourfe at • thM»i tigjfpj 
fliall be direded to prove to ypju^, ^^^t. 
there is no folid* firm fooqd^tipijjfoi;,^^ 
tue, but on a confcience which is,^i;ijy|j^ 
by religion. . ,,;* ,71^.^,, 

In order to this I (hall firft (h^^ff-, y^. 
the weaknefs and uncertainty pf t;A(kfp f^j^ 
principles, which many people fcjf;j;ip,ig^ 
the place of confcience fp^ a guide^Q,tl^?j§ 
adlions." : , .... 'rrrj -jfi 'if 

The firfl of thefe prin(;iplef„jSj,fiw|y^ 
the world ufualiy calls moral, k9^k^ifyi9 
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There ai« lofche peoplfei Who. appear very 
indifftr^firafs 'ftj fefigfon,^ and yet' have 
the fcpiJtd of "bfeing itift and fair in their 
dealifilgs^^'ai^thde'are generally knoWn 
by' f Kfc ctiiat^der of good moral men; But 
now, if you locdc intdthc'grouridiand the 
motives of fuch 'i. imn*s anions, you fliall 
find tfem to' be no Other than his own 
eafe4ttti;ihtcireft. For example : you truft 
a mbM matt-^iv'ithr your money in- the way 
of tradef y66 truft another with the dc- 
fcn66^;6f -your baufc'it law, and perhaps 
theybolh'f^deaf'juftly* with you. Why ? 
not frona any regard they have for juf- 
tice,^but becaufe their fortune depends 
upon their credit, and a ftairi of open 
pilblic difltohefty muft be to their dif- 
adtea^;- Bnt- let it cotiiift with' fuch a 
man's intereft and fafety to wrong you, 
arid then it will be inipoflible yt>u cart 
MVe ati)^ hold upoti tSmjf becaufe there 
is rtothiiig left to *give htm a check, or 
ptW ' in ' the b^anae' againft his profit. For 
if he hath nothing to govern himfelf by 
b<^ t4ie Op^itiwirt ofUhfe'vvortd, iai long as 
he'^Srt cbriceal his- injiiftice from the 
world, he thinks he is fafe. 

Z 4 . Befidesi 
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Befides, kis found bye^tperiencCythat 
thofe men, who fet up for inorality with- 
out regard to religion, are g^n^ally vir- 
tuous but in part ; they will be juft in 
their dealings between man and mao, but 
if they find themfelves difpofed ta {Hide, 
lu(^» intemperance, or avaripe, they -do. 
not think their morality concerotd to 
check them in any of thefe viqes ; becauib 
\t is the great rule of fucb men, that tbey 
may lawfully follow the dilutes of .oa- 
ture, wherever their iafety, health, and 
fortune are not injured. So that upon the 
whole there is hardly one vice, which a 
mere moral man may not upon ibme oc- 
cafions allow himfelf to pra^ife. 

The other falfe principle, which (bme 
men fet up in the place of coq(cience to 
be their diredor in life, is what tho^ 
who pretend to it call honour. 

This word is often made the fan^oq 
of an oath ; it is reckoned to be a grea( 
commendation to be a-firicl naan- of ho- 
pour; and it is commonly underftood, 
that a man of honour can never fae 
guilty of a bafe adton. This is u-r 
fually the ilile of military men, of per** 
fons with titles, and of others who 
6 pretend 



TESTBIONY OF CONSCIENCE. 345 
pfeCeod to birth and quality. 'Tis true- 
indeed, that m ancient times it was tini-> 
veria% iinderflood, that honour was the: 
jeward of Xfiftup ; but, jf fuch honour as 
is now-9-«diy& ^ng will not permit a 
man to do a bafe adion, it muA be al^ 
lowed^:* there are very few fuch things 
;is ba:^ actions in nature. No man of ho^ 
pour, as .that word is ufually underftood, 
4id everl pretend that his honour obliged 
Jiim to^chafte or temperate, to pay his 
creditorsj to be ufeful to his country, to 
do good to mankind, to endeavour to be 
wife iv learned, to regard his word, hi$ 
promifey cm:' his oath : or if he hath any 
of thefe virtues, they wo-e never l^rned 
kk the catechifm of honour; which con- 
tains but two precepts, the pundua) jpay« 
incrat of debts contraded at play, and the 
right underftanding the feveral degrees 
pf an aflSront, iq order to revenge it by 
thci death of an adverfary. 
■ .But fupppfe this principle of honour, 
ivfaich ibme men {6 much boafl of, did 
really produce more virtues than it ever 
pretended to; yet,, fince the very being 
pf that honour depended upon the breath, 
' ' the 
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the opinion^ or the fancy of the people, 
the virtues derived from it could be of 
DO loDg or certain dumtionJ ^oi- (ex- 
ample : fuppoTe a daat^ from' a -'prin- 
ciple of h(M30urj"{h(Mild r^felve'lo -be 
jufty or chafte, or temperate, ^abd yet the 
cenfuring world fhould take a humour of 
refuling him thofe charaderSj he ^bold 
thentbink the obligation at an end; Or, 
on the other tide, if he thought he eduld 
gain honour by the falfeft and idleft ac-r 
tion (which is a cafe that very often hap^' 
pens), he would then make no fcruple to 
perform it. And God knows, it would 1)e 
an unhappy fbte, to have the religioQ, 
the liberty, or the property of a people 
lodged in fu'ch hands; which however 
hath been too often the cafe. 

What I have iaid upon this prmdple 
of honour may perhaps be thought* H»f 
fmall concernment to moft of you, -wlio 
are my hearers : however, a caiftion'was 
not altogether unneceffiffy ; fince there h 
nothing by which not only - the vulgai^ 
but the hooeft tradefman hath been 'lb 
much deceived, as this inEunoPos ' pre- 
5 tcnc3B 
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teQR|b^ hmom inpoom^y of tbev bet- 
ters.' j hltiO-J ..i .. 'T- ^ :. : 

,IJayj|pg tli^§ ?fcelyn ypi| the weafcoeft 
aiv}/ ^ficert^ty o|i thofe principles, wjjiph 
icjgietj^iea^ct.up in the place of coor 
iej^tfiq^ytp .4Are<^ them in their actions, I 
fll^ll ;no\Y,.fen4ei*vouT to prove to you, 
that: there is .ao .folid, firm foundatbn of 
viftwe, but in a confcience direded by the 
pjlp^iples pf religion* 

Xfee i$, no ;way of judging how far 
we^giay depend upon the adions of meui 
QthejiWtife than by .knowing the motives, 
andrgrounds, and caufes of them ; and if 
the motives of our a<9:ions . be not refol ved^ 
and determined into the law of God,the)t 
will be precarious and uncertain, and lia^ 
ble to perpetual changes. I will ftiew you 
what I mean by an example : fuppole a 
man thinks it his duty to obey his .part 
rc^s, becaufe ceafon tells him fi>, beoauie 
te^js^.pW^ed by^ gratitude> and becaufe 
t^e Ia\vs of litis coMntry command him jtp 
dQ:vfp: if .keOpps here, hi& parents can 
have np lafting fecutrity.^ for an octsfipaf 
may happen^ wherein it may be extremer 
ly-bis intereft. to be difobedient, and 

where 
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where the laws of the land can lay M 
hold upon him : therefore, before fuch a 
man can iafely be trufted, he muft pro- 
ceed further, and confider, that his rca- 
fon is the gift of God ; that God com- 
manded him to be obedient to the laws, 
and did moreover in a particular manner 
enjoin him to be dutiful to hi$ parents ; 
after which, if he lays due weight upon 
thofe confiderationS) he will probably 
continue in his duty to the end of his life ; 
becaufe no earthly interefl can ever come 
in competition to balance the danger (^ 
offending his Creator, or the happinefs 
of pleafing him. And of all this his con- 
fcience will certainly inform him, if he 
hath any regard to religion* 

Secondly, Fear and hope are the two 
greateft natural motives of all men^s ac-« 
tions : but neither of thefe paffions will 
ever put us in the way q{ virtue, imlefs 
they be directed by ccaiicience. For al- 
though virtuous men do fometimes acci- 
dentally make their way to preferment, 
yet the world is fo' corrupted, that no man 
can reafonably hope to be rewarded itf 

it 
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it merely updn account of his virtue. 
And cQikfequeifctly the feir of punifli* 
ment in tbi* life will preferve men frora 
very few vices, fince fome of the blackeft 
and bajfeft do often prove the fureft ftep^ 
to favour ; fuch as ingratitude, hypo- 
crify, treaeheryy malice, fubornation, a- 
theifm, and many more, which: human 
laws do little concern thenifelves about, 
Btit when confcience placeth before us 
the hopes of everJafliog happinefs, and 
the fears ©f <yerlafting mifery, as the re-r 
ward and punifhment of our good or evil 
a<£lions, our reafon can find no way to 
avoid the force of fuch an argument, 
otherwife tbaa by running into infi« 
deiity. ' , : 

Lajilyy Confcience will dired us to 
love God, and to put our whole trull: and 
confidence in. him. Our love of God will 
iofpire u& with a deteilatbn for fin, as 
what is of all things moil contrary to his 
divine nature ; and, if we have aa entire 
confidence in him, that wilLenable us to 
fuladiie and de^fe all the allurements, of 
the \teorld< < .^ 

"it 



J50 A S:ERM01SJ ok TME 

It may here be dtjcded^- if couftfenide 
befofurea dwe&br totis Chif^tisin 
the condu£l of our liv^s/fedwcoittes'xitico 
pafsi that the ancient heBthttis, whd%id 
no other lights but thofe of't^tui^ 'and 
reafon, fhould da far 'exceed us in iaili 
manner of virtue, as plainly appesarar by 
many examples they have left 6tf tc* 
cord? ■ ■ . . . r,..:.^in..,. 

To which it may be anfwer^ ;^* foft, 
thofe heathens were extremely fttl^l M 
exad in the education of their children ; 
whereas among us this <:are is ib i6^h 
laid afide, that the mOre God has blefiy 
any man with eftate or quailitjp^< Jtto fo' 
much the lefs in piopbrtion is th^t:are h^ 
takes in the education of his chiMreili^'l^d 
particularly of that child which is* t??'fc- 
hcrit his fortune; of which tHc^^iefliefes 
are vifible enough anioing the gi^tsWics 
of the world. Again,- thbfe 'hfedthefas did 
in a particular manner inftill the pr^Vd^le 
into their children of knring their touh- 
try, which is fo far otherwife n^W-i^cfeys, 
that of the feveral patties artidi4g''%8, 
•there is none of them that ftteto to hive 
fo much as heard whether- the^ kie-^ch 

a virtue. 
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ayir|^>:inri ttiej^drld, ^ 'plainly apj^ears 
|>y jj^fji^, pj-ai^ces, and. «fpecially when 
thfy;7iifi^ jpteedviniithpfe ftations whdre 
^y; f$^ .qi?]y ? toe- opportunity of (liew- 
ll^ it.;i j^aftly 3 the moft conQderable a- 
>9QQPg'ithey|ii^l)en£r did generally believe 
new^dS'ifli^'vtfn^ni^nieQts in a- life to 
j^i];^;\|(Yhieh. is the great principle for 
confcience to work upon : whereas too 
^ny- 0f < ;Me, who would be thought 
.^e)^I^Y<:oi;)l(;derable among us, do bdth 
^^rjthejirripsaddces and their difcourfes 
'p|i^ply> aiHap, that they believe nothing 
|ft.^H of th« .matter. ' 

• hWh^ef^for©) fince it hath nianifeftly ap- 
p^f^4»:th^ A< leli^us ccmfcieiice is the 
^ly:^m6<.((Jid foundation upon which 
viic^vie.c9n>>be^ built, give me leave, before 
Ij^nglttdflj, to let you fee how neccf- 
ffff^rft^h,; a confcience is, tocondod 
ll^,i^j«K!??y:;!j(i:ation and cont^tion of iour 

(iJcTto? ^jljgk)iii CQufciettce isnecei&ry 
jjE^ja|iywftfttKMii^i*f0onfefled «vea by thole 
•jsvIg^iEelluUs^hatcalli religion wasanvcrited 
foycvno^ m«|j,;>iji lordep.rto keep the 
world in awe» i^r if religioa by. the con- 
; fefllon 
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feflioQ of its adverfanes be hea&arfr tc^ 
ward the well-governing of ii«lftkind$ 
then evfery wi(e man in power wiU be futt 
not only to chufe out kx every ft^tii^n 
under him fuch peribns as are nvoft- likely 
to be kept in awe by religion,, but lik^ 
wife to carsy fame appearance of it kim^ 
felf, or elfe he is a very weak poliddam 
And accordingly in any cotfntryv wkere 
great peribns afie£fc to be open de^fers 
of religion^ their counfels will be foutnd 
at lail: to be fully as deftnu^i^re to the 
(late as to the church. 

It was the advice of yetbro to his Ion- 
in-law MofeSf to- provide abkmif^fuch as 
fear Gody men ef truth, hating covetouf^ 
nefs, and to place fuch over the peo|^e; 
and Mofesy who was as wile a Hate&nan 
at leafl: as any in this age, thought fit to 
follow that advice. Great abilities with- 
out the fear of God are mofl: dangerous 
inftruments, when they are trufted with 
power. The laws of man have-thooght fit, 
that thofe who are called to any office ai 
truft fliould be bound by aa oath" to the 
faithful difcharge of it: butan oath is aft 
appeal to God, and thdrefbre (Siithave 

no 
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ho influence except upon thofe who be* 
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
bf thofe that feek him, and a puniflier of 
thofe who difobey him t and therefore^ we 
fee, ■ the laws themfelvcs are forced to 
have recourfe to confeiehce in thcfe cafes, 
becaufe their penalties cannot reach the 
arts df cunning men, who can find ways 
to be guilty of a thoufand injuftices with- 
out being difcovered, or at leaft without 
being punifhed. And the reafon why wc 
find fo many frauds, abufes, and corrupti- 
ons where any truft is conferred, can be 
no other, than that there is fo little con- 
feiehce and religion" left jn the world, or 
at leaft that men, in their choice of inftru- 
ments, have private ends in view, v/hich 
are very different from, the fervice of the 
publick. Bcfides, it is certain, that men 
whoprofefsto have no religion are full 
as zealous to bring over profelytes as any 
papift or fanatick can be. And therefore, 
if thofe who are in ftation high enough to 
be of influence or example to others , if 
thofe (I fay) openly profefs a contempt or 
difbelief of religion, they will be furc to 
make all their dependents df their own 

Vol. XI. A a prin- 
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principles; and what fecurity can the 
publick expert from fuch perforis, when- 
ever their interefts or their lufts come into 
competition with their duty? It is very 
poflible for a man, who hath thfe appear- 
ance of reh'gion, and is a great pretender 
to confcicnce, to be wicked and a hypo- 
crite; but it is impoflible for a man, w^ho 
openly declares againft religion, to give 
any reafonablc fecurity that he will not be 
falfc, and cruel, and corrupt, whenever a 
temptation offers, which he values mcr^ 
than he does the power wherewith he was 
trufted. And if fuch a man doth not 
betray his caufe and his mafter, it is only 
' becaufe the temptation was not properly 
offered, or the profit was too fmall, or 
the danger too great. And hence it is, 
that we find fo little tnith or jufticc among 
us, becaufe there are fo very kwy who, 
either in the fervice of the publick, or in 
common dealings with each other, do 
ever look further than their own ad- 
vantage, and how to guard thcmfelves 
againfl: the laws of the country; which a 
man may do by favour, by fecrecy^ or 
by cunning, though he breaks almoft every 
law of God. There- 
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Therefore, to conclude : It plainly ap- 
pears, that, iinlefs rtien are guided by the 
advice and judgment of confcience found- 
ed on religion, they can give no fecurity 
that they will be either good fubjeds, 
faithful fervants of the publick, or honeft 
in their mutual dealings ; fince there is no 
other tie, through which the pride, or 
luft, br avarice, or ambition of man- 
kind will not certainly break one time or 
other. 

Confider what has been faid^ etc. 
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S E R M ON 

ON 

BROTHERLY LOVE. 
Heb. xiii. i» 

Let Brotherly Ivue continue, 

IN the early times of the gofpel, the 
Chriftiatfs were very tnuchdiftinguifli- 
ed from all other bodies of men, by the 
great and conftant love they bore to each 
other.; which, although it was done in 
obedience to the frequent injunSions of 
our Saviour and his apoftles, yet, I con- 
itky there feemeth to have been likewife 
a natural reafon, that very much promoted 
it. For the Chriftians then were few 
and fcattered, living under perfecution by 
the heathens round about them, in whofe 
hands was all the civil and military pow- 
er; and there is nothing fo apt to unite 
the minds and hearts of men, or to beget 
love and tcndernefs, as a general diftrefs. 
The firft d ifienfions between Chriftians took 
their beginning from the errors and here- 
fics that arofc among them ; many of thofe 

herefies, 
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herefies, fometimes extinguiftied aod fom- 
times reviving, or fucceeded by others, 
remain to this dayj and having been made 
inftruments to the pride, avarice, or am- 
bition of ill-defigning men,byextingui(h- 
ing brotherly love, have been the caufe of 
infinite calamities, as well as corruptions 
of faith and manners, in the Chriftian 
world. 

The laft legacy of Chrift was peace and 
mutual love ; but then he foretold, that 
he came to fend a fword upon the earth : 
the primitive Chriftians accepted the le- 
gacy, and their fucceflbrs down to die 
prefent age have been largely fulfilling his 
prophecy. But whatever the pradicie of 
mankind hath been, or Hill continues, 
there is no duty more incumbent upon 
thofe who profefs the gofpel, than that of 
brotherly love; which, whoever could re- 
ftore in any degree among men, would 
be an instrument of more good to human 
ibciety than ever was, or will be, doner 
by all the fliarefmen and politicians in the 
worl4. 

Aa3 It 
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It is upon this fubjefi of brotherly love, 
that I intend to difcourfe at prefenf, and 
the method 1 obferve fliall be as follows : 

I. Firjiy I will enquire into the caufe; 
of this great want of brotherly love 
among us. 

II. Secondly^ I will lay open the fad 
effe(9:s and confequences, which our 
animofities and mutual hatred have 
produced. 

III. Lafily^ I will ufe fbme motives 
and exhortations, that may perfuade 
you to embrace brotherly \o^^^ and 
continue in it. 

1. JF/Vy?, I fliall enquire into the caufes 
of this great want of brotherly love amon^ 
us. 

This nation of Qur§ hath, for an 
l^imdred years paft, been infefted by tvvo 
enemies, the papifts and fanaticks, who, 
each in their turns, filled it with blood 
and flaughter, and, for a time, deftroy- 
ed both the church' and government. 

6 - ' rph? 
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The memory of theTe events hath put all 
true proteftants equally upon then* guard 
againft both thefe adverfaries, who, by 
confequence, do equally hate us. The* 
fanaticks revile us, as too nearly approach- 
ing to popery; and the papifts condemn 
us, as bordering too much on fanaticifm. 
The papifts, God be praifed, are, by the 
wifdom of our laws, put out of all vifible 
poflibility of hurting us; befides, their 
religion is fo generally abhorred, that they 
have no advocates or abettors among pro- 
teftants to affift them. But the fana- 
ticks are to be confidered in another 
light ; they have had, of late years, the 
power, the luck, or the cunning, to divide 
us among purfelves ; they have endeavour- 
ed to reprefent all thofe who have been 
fo bold as to oppofe their errors and de- 
figns, under the character of perfon dif- 
affe6led to the government; and they 
have Co far fucceeded, that now-a-days, 
if a clergyman happens to preach with 
any zeal and vehemence againft the fin 
and danger of fchifm, there will not want 
too many, in his congregation, ready 
enough to cenfurc him as hot and high- 
Aa4 fiji^gi 
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flying, an infkmer of men $ minds, an 
enemy to moderation, and difloyal to his 
prince. This hath produced a formed 
and fettled divifion between thofewho. 
profefs the fame dodrine and di&ipline, 
while they who call themfelves moderate 
are forced to widen their bottom, by ia- 
crififing their principles and their brethren 
to the iocroachments and inibleace of 
difienters, \vho are tbereibre aofwprable, 
^s a principal cauib of all that iiatred and 
animofity now reigning among us. 

Another caufe of the great want of 
brotherly love is the weakne& and folly 
pf too many among yoo of the Ipwer fort, 
who are made the tools and inftryments 
of your betters to work their defigns, 
wherein you have no concern. Your 
numbers make you of ufe, ^d Cunning 
men take tlie advantage, by putting words 
into your mouths which you do not un- 
derftand ; then they fix good or ill cha- 
raclers to thofc words, as it beft ferves. 
their purpofes: and thus you are taught 
to love or hate, you know not what or 
why ; you often fu{J3e<9: your beft friends 
and nearetl neighbours, even vour teacher 

himf^lf, 
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himfelf, without any reafon, if your lead-i 
ers oacc taught you to call him by a 
name which they tell you fignifieth feme 
yery kad thing. 

A third caufe of our great want of 
brotherly love feemeth to be, that this 
4iuty is not {o'crften iniifted on from the 
pulpit, as it ought to be in fuch times as 
thefc; on the contrary, it i^ to be doubt- 
ed, whether dodrines are not fometimes 
delivered by an ungoverned zeal, a defire 
to be diftinguifhed, or a view of intereft, 
which produce quite different effefts; 
when, upon occafions fet apart to return 
thanks to God for fome public bleffing, 
the time is 'employed in ftirring up one 
part of the Congregation againft the other, 
by reprefentations 6f things and perfons, 
which God, in his mercy, forgive thofe 
who are guilty of. 

The laft caufe I fhall mention of the 
want of brotherly love is, that unhappy 
diipofition towards politicks among the 
trading people, which hath been induftri- 
oufly inftilled into them. In former 
times, the middle and lower fort of man* 
J^ind f^ldom gained or loft by the h&ip 

9m 
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ons of the kingdom, and therefore were 
little concerned in them, further than 
as matter of talk and amufement ; but 
now the meaneft dealer will expert to 
turn the penny by the merits of bis party. 
He can reprefent his neighbour as a man 
of dangerous principles, can bring a rail^- 
ing accufation againft him, perhaps a cri- 
minal one, apd (o rob him of his liveli- 
hood, and find his own account by that 
xnuch more than if he had dilparaged his 
neighbour's goods, or defamed him as a 
cheat. For fo it happens, that, inftead 
of enquiring into the {kill or honefty of 
thofe kind of people, the manner is now 
to enquire into their party, and to rejed 
or encourage them accordingly; which 
proceeding hath made our people, in ge- 
neral, fuch able politicians, that all the 
artifice, flattery, diffimulation, diligence, 
and dexterity in undermining each other, 
which the fatirical wit of men hath charge 
ed upon courts; together with all the 
rage and violence, cruelty and injuftice, 
which have been ever imputed to public 
aflemblies ; are with us (fo polite are we 
grownj to be feen among our meaneft 

traders 



BROTHERLY LOVE. 363 

traders and artificers in the greateft per- 
feAion. All which, as it may be matter 
of fome humilitation to the wife and migh- 
ty of this world, fo the effeds thereof may 
perhaps, in time, provre very different from 
what, I hope in charity, were ever fore- 
feen or intended. 

IL I will therefore now, in the fecond 
place, lay open fome of the fad effeds 
and confequences, which our animofities 
and mutual hatred have produced. 
' And the firft ill confequence is, that 
our want of brotherly love hath almofl: 
driven out all fenfe of religion from 
among us, which cannot well be other- 
wife ; for fines our Saviour laid fo much 
weight upon his difciples loving one ano- 
ther, that he gave ft among his laft in- 
ilru<!^ions; and fince the primitive Chrilli- 
ans are allowed to have chiefly propagat- 
ed the faith by their ftrid obfervance of 
that inftrudlion; it muft follow that, in 
proportion as brotherly love declineth, 
Ghriftianity will do fo too. The little re- 
ligion there is in the world, hath been 
pbferved to refide chiefly among the 

middle 
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middle and lower fort of people, who ar^t 
neither tempted to pride and luxury by 
great riches, nor to defperatc courfes by 
extreme pouerty i and truly I, upon that 
account, have thought it a happinefsj that 
thofe who are under my immediate care 
aregenerally of that condition; but where 
party hath once made entrance, wifh all 
its confequences of hatred, envy, partiali- 
lity and virulence, religion cannot long 
keep its hold in any ftate or degree of 
life whatfoever. For, if the great men 
of the world have been ccnfured in all 
ages for mingling too little religion with 
their politicks, what a ha?ock of princi- 
ples muft they needs make in unlearned 
and irregular heads; of which indeed the 
effcds are already too vifible and melan- 
choly all over the kingdom! 

Another ill confequence from our want 
of brotherly love is, that it increafeth the 
infolence of the fanaticks ; and this partly 
arifeth from a miftaken meaning of the 
word moderation 'i a word which hath 
been much abufed, and bandied about for 
feveral years paft. There are ^ too many 
people indifferent enough to ^11 ^-eligion \, 

th?r? 



there -are many others, who diflike the 
clergy, and would have them live in po- 
verty and dependence; both^thefe forts 
^e much commended by the fanaticks for 
moderate men, ready to put an end to 
ouc divifionft, and to make a general uni- 
on among proteftants. Many ignorant 
well' meaning peopleiire deceived by thefe 
appearances, ftrengthened with great pre- 
tences to loyalty: and thefe occafions the 
fanaticks lay hold on, to revile the doc- 
trine and difcipline of the church, and 
^ven infult and opprefs the clergy, where- 
eyer their numbers or favourers will bear 
them out ; inibmuch that one wilful re- 
fradory fanatick hath been able to difturb 
a whole pari{h for many years together. 
But the moft moderate and favoured di- 
vines dare not own, that the word mode- 
ratiofti with refped to the diflenters, can 
be at ail applied to their religion, but is 
purely perfonal or prudential. No good 
man repineth at the liberty of confcience 
they enjoy; and, perhaps, a very mode- 
rate divine may think better of their loy- 
alty than others do ; or, to fpeak after the 
manner oi men, may think it neceflary. 
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that all proteftants fhould be uilited 
againft the common enemy ; or oilt of 
difcretion, or other reafons beft known to 
himfelf, be tender of mentioning them 
at all. But ftill the errors of the diflent- 
ers are all fixed and determined, and muftj 
upon demand, be acknowledged by all 
the divines of our church, whether they 
be called, in party phrafe, high or low^ 
moderate or violent. And further, I be- 
lieve it would be hard to find many trio- 
derate divines, who, if their opinion were 
afked whether diflenters fhould be trufted 
with power, could, 'according to their 
confciences, anfwer to the affirmative; 
from whence it is plain, that all the ftir 
which the fanaticks have made with this 
word • moderation^ was only meant to in- 
creafe our divifions, and widen them la 
far as to make room for themfelves to get 
in between. And this is the only fcheme; 
they ever had (except that of deftroying 
root and branch) for the uniting of prO" 
teftants, they fo much talk of. 

I fliall mention but one ill confequence 
more, which attends our want of bro- 
therly love ; that it hath put an end to alL 
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hofpitality and friendfhip, all good corref>- 
pondence and commerce between man*' 
kind. There are indeed fuch things as 
leagues and confederacies among thofe of 
the fame party; but furely God never 
intended tliat men fliould be fo limited 
in the choice of their friends: however, 
fo it is in town and country, in every pa- 
rifli and ftreet; the paftor is divided from 
his flock, the father from his fon, and the 
houfe often divided againft itfelf Men's 
very nature are foured, and their paflions 
inflamed, when they meet in party clubs, 
and fpend their time in nothing elfe but 
railing at the oppofite fide; thus every 
man alive among us is encompafled with 
a million of enemies of his own country, 
among which his oldefl acquaintance and 
friends, and kindred themfelves, are often 
of the number: neither can people of 
diff*erent parties mix together without 
confl:raint, fufpicion, and jealoufy, watch- 
ing every word they fpeak for fear of 
giving offence, or elfe falling into rude- 
nefs and reproaches, and fo leaving them- 
felves open to the malice and corruption 
of. informers, who were never more . nu- 
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merous or expert in their trade. And as 
a further addition to this evil, thdfe very 
few, who, by the goodnefe and genero- 
fity of their nature, do in their own 
hearts defpife this narrow principle of con- 
fining their friendship and efteem, theif 
charity and good offices, to thofe of their 
own party, yet dare not difcover their 
good inclinations for fear of lofing theit 
favour and intereft. And Others again, 
whom God had formed with mild and 
gentle difpofitions, think it neccflary to 
put a force upon their own tempers, by 
ad:ing a noify, violent, malicious part, a$ 
a means to be diftinguiQied. Thus hath 
party got the better of the very genius 
and conditution of our people ; fo that 
whoever reads thecharader oithe Eng/ijb 
in former ages will hardly believe their 
prefent pofterity to be of the fame nation 
or climate. 

ni. I fliall now, in the laft place, make 
ufe of fome motives and exhortations, that 
may perfuade you to embrace brotherly 
love, and to continue in it. Let me 
apply myfdf to you of the lower fort, 

and 
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defire you will confider, when any of you 
make ufe of fair and enticing words ta 
draw in cuftomers, whether you do it 
for their fakes or your own- And then 
for whole fakes do you think it is, that 
your leaders are fo induftrious to put into 
your heads all that party rage and viru- 
lence? is it not to make you the tools 
and inftruments, by which they work out 
their own defigns? has this fpirit of fac- 
tion been ufeful to any of you in your 
worldly concerns, except to thofe who 
have traded in whifpering, backbiting, or 
informing, and wanting fkill or honefty 
to thrive by fairer methods? It is nobu- 
finefs of yours to enquire, who is at the 
head of armies, or of councils, unlefsyou 
had power and fkill to chufe, neither of 
which is ever like to be yourxafe; and 
therefore to fill your heads with fears, and 
hatred of perfons and things, of which it 
is impofTible you can ever make a right 
judgment, or to fctyou at variance with 
your neighbour, becaufe his thoughts are 
not the fame as yours, is not only in a 
very grofs manner to cheat you of your 
Vol. XL B b time 
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time and quiet, but likewife to endanger 
your fouls. 

Secondly^ In order to rcftore brotherly 
love, let me earneflly exhort you to ft and 
firm in your religion, I mean the true re- 
ligion hitherto eftabliftied among us, 
without varying in the leaft either to po- 
pery on the one iide, or to fanaticifm on 
the other ; and in a particular manner be- 
ware of that word, wcderation\ and be- 
lieve it, that your neighbour is not im- 
mediately a villain, a papxft, and a trai- 
tor, becaufe the fanaticks and their ad- 
herents will not allow him to be a moderate 
man. Nay, it is very probable, that your 
teacher himfelf may be a loyal, pious, 
and able divine, without the leaft grain 
of moderation, as the word is too fre- 
quently underfl:ood. Therefore, to fet 
you right in this matter, \ vi'ill lay before 
you the character of a truly moderate man; 
and then i will give you the description 
of fuch an one, as falfely pretendeih to 
tiiat title. 

A man 
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A man truly moderate is fteady in the 
dodrine and difciplineof the church, but 
with a due Chriiiian charity to all who 
diflent from it out of a principle of con- 
fcience; the freedom of which, he think- 
eth, ought to be fully allowed, as long as 
it is not abufed, but never trufted with 
power. He is ready to defend with. his 
life and fortune the proteftant fucceflion, 
and the proteftant eftabliflied faith, againft 
all invaders whatfoever. He is for giving 
the crown its juft prerogative, and the 
people their juft liberties. He hateth no 
man for differing from him in political 
opinions; nor doth he think it a maxim 
infallible, that virtue ihould always at- 
tend upon favour, and vice upon dif- 
grace. Thefe are fome hw lineaments 
in the charader of a truly moderate man: 
let us now compare it with the defcription 
of one who ufually pafleth under that 
title. 

A moderate man, in whe new-meaning 
of the word, is one to whom all religion 
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is indifferent; who, although he deno- 
minates himfelfof the church, regardeth 
it no more than a conventicle. He per- 
petually raileth at the body of the clergy, 
with exceptions only to a very few, who, 
hehopeth,and probably upon falfe grounds, 
are as ready to betray their rights and pro- 
perties as himfelf. He thinks the power 
of the people can never be too great, nor 
that of the prince too litde; and yet this 
very notion he publiflieth as his beft ar- 
gument to prove him a moft loyal fub- 
jedt. Every opinion in government, that 
differeth in the leaft from his, tends di- 
redly to popery, flavery, and rebellion. 
"Whoever lieth under the frown of power 
can, in his judgment, neither have com- 
mon fenfe, common honefty, nor religi- 
on. Lailly, his devotion confifteth in 
drinking gibbets, confufion, and damna- 
tion; in profanely idolizing the memory 
of one dead prince, and ungratefully 
trampling upon the afhes of another. 

By thefe marks you will eafily diftin- 
guifh a truly moderate, man from- thofe, 
who are commonly, but very falfely, lc> 
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called ; and while perfons thus qualified 
are fo numerous and fo noify, (o full 
of Zealand induftry to gain profelytes and 
fpread their opinions among the people, 
it cannot be wondered that there fhould 
be fo little brotherly love left among us. 

La/ifyj It would probably contribute 
to reftore fome degree of brotherly love, 
if we would but confider, that the matter 
of thole difputes, which inflame us to 
this degree, doth not, in its own nature, 
at all concern the generality of mankind. 
Indeed as to thofe, who have been great 
gainers or lofers by the changes of the 
world, the cafe is different; and to preach 
moderation to the firft, and patience to 
the laft, would perhaps be to little pur- 
pofe: but what is that to the bulk of the 
people, who are not properly concerned 
in the quarrel, although evil inftruments 
have drawn them into it ? for, if the rea- 
fonable men on both fides were to confer 
opinions, they would find neither religion, 
loyalty, norintereft, are at all affedled in 
this difpute. Not religion, becaufe the 
3 members 
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members of the church, on both fides, 
profefs to agree in every article : not loy- 
alty to our prince, which is pretended to 
by one party as much as the other, and 
therefore can be no fubjed for debate : 
nor intereft, for trade and induftry lie 
open to all; and, what is further, concern 
only thofe who have expe<Etations from 
the publick : fo that the body of the peo- 
ple, if they knew their own good, might 
yet live amicably together, and leave their 
betters to quarrel among themfelves, who 
might alfo probably foon come to a better 
temper, if they were lefs feconded and 
fupported by the poor deluded multitude. 

I have now done with my text, which 
I confefs to have treated in a manner 
more fuited to the prefent times than to 
the nature of the fubjeft in general . That 
I have not been more particular in ex- 
plaining the feveral parts and properties of 
this great duty of brotherly love, the 
apoftlc to the Thejalonians will plead my 
excufe. Touching brotherly love (faith he) 
ye need not that I write unto you, for ye 

your- 
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yeurfelves are taught of God to love one 
another. So that nothing remains to, add, 
but our prayers to God, that he would 
pleafe to reftore and continue his duty of 
brotherly love or charity among us, the 
very bond of peace and of all virtues. 

Nffu. 29, 1 71 7. 



End of Vo l. XI. 
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